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This book is dedicated to the railway workers, 
planners and security officials who made the 1939 Royal 
Tour a resounding success. I also dedicate this book to 
the many locomotive engineers, firemen, conductors, 
trainmen, station agents, dispatchers and railway officials 
who encouraged and supported me in my youth while 


pursuing a love for all things railroad related. 
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Introduction 


While there have been several good books written about the 1939 
Royal Tour in Canada, this book places special emphasis on the trains 
and railway workers who were an integral part of the tour’s success. 
You will meet some of the engineers, firemen, conductors, telegraph 
operators and security staff as they relate their personal stories. 
Through their stories, the history and significance of this tour becomes 
more vibrant, meaningful, educational and hopefully more fascinating 
to you the reader. 

A picture, is of course worth a thousand words! Many of the photos 
in Royalty Rides the Rails have seldom been seen by the general public. 
Special photographic emphasis has been placed upon, not only the 
Royal and Pilot Trains but the workers assigned duties on or around the 
two trains. 

History often repeats itself. In the late 1930’s Canada was reeling 
from the economic hardships of a Depression. Currently, Canada and 
the world is seeing a massive down turn in the economy. With 
thousands unemployed in the 30’s and now again many years later, 
there exists a mood of uncertainty. The Royal Tour of 1939 engendered 
a strong feeling of hope for a better tomorrow. Is there a need for 


another cross Canada royal tour? 


Royalty Rides the Rails, begins with uncertain times. We get a 
closer look at the controversial Mackenzie King, a Prime Minister who 
we recently learned had an affinity with the spiritual world. By noting 
the personal comments of Their Majesties on the tour, we can better 
appreciate their human qualities. Mind boggling comes to mind when 
one considers the massive security arrangements and organizational 
work that had to be undertaken planning for this tour. Preparation for 
the special Royal Train, from the locomotives to the refurbishing of the 
cars was a feat in itself, resulting in unmatched aesthetic appeal. The 
Royal and Pilot Trains’ journey west and east across Canada generated 
enthusiasm never before or seen since in Canada. At the tour’s 
conclusion, Canadians were rejuvenated with a new injection of pride 
in their country and regenerated confidence going into the future. 

A special thank you to Marcia Rak from the Canada Museum of 
Science and Technology for her wonderful assistance researching 
photos for this publication. Without her capable, energetic, efficient 
help, this work would not have gone to press. 

Thanks to Harvey Mitchell of Calgary, Alberta, for his fine efforts 
producing the layout, as well as photo restoration and cleanup. This 
was a mammoth task! 

Thank you as well to: C.P.R. Archives, Montreal; Saskatchewan 
Archives; Manitoba Archives; Exporail in Montreal; Revelstoke 
Railway Museum; Dave Shaw, RCMP Quarterly staff; Brenden Hicks; 
Karen Von Trapp; Moose Jaw Public library; Moose Jaw Times 
Herald; Saskatoon Star Phoenix; Globe and Mail, Toronto; Swift 
Current Sun; Archives of Canada; Grand Magazine; the late Omer 


Lavallee; Canadian Driver; Red Lake Heritage Centre; University of 


Vil 


Saskatchewan, Saskatoon: Eagle Butte Press, Elkwater, Alberta; 
Cranbrook Railway Museum; West Coast Railway Association: City of 
Vancouver Archives, along with friends who offered encouragement for 
this project. 

Most of the key players in the 1939 Royal Tour are no longer with 
us. But many of their stories have been passed down to family and 
friends. If you have additional stories regarding the 1939 Royal Tour 
please feel free to pass them along by letter, e-mail or telephone. 

Whether you’re a train buff, a royal watcher or a person interested 
in history or humanity, curl up in your favourite chair as you take a ride 


on a palace of wheels, while reading Royalty Rides the Rails. 


Larry Shaak 

P.O. Box 1478 Station Main 
Moose Jaw, Sk. 

S6H 7A8 

email |.sha(sasktel.net 
www.onstageconsulting.com 


306.693.7282 


Foreword 


I first met Larry in 2001. He came to me with an insatiable passion 
for trains, buses and tourism. I had just purchased a beautiful trolley 
bus and needed a driver. Who better than Larry Shaak? For the next 
three years he shared wonderful stories of his driving buses and riding 
the rails—stories about locomotives and engines; stories about his 
passion as a collector; stories about monarchy and their travel through 
Canada. With humour and laughter and sometimes great seriousness, he 
taught me Canadian history through the rails; I learned about the 
creation of our country and I discovered a world that was completely 
foreign to me. 

As you roll through the pages of this book you will step into the 
past through the penmanship of a man who loves trains. He is an author 
who feels compelled to share as a storyteller and a teacher. May his 
love for his country and his passion for the rails touch your lives as he 
has touched mine. 


Claire Belanger-Parker 
CNT Management Group Inc. 
Groupe Gestion CNT Inc. 

1975 rue Broad Street 

Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 1Y2 
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A prairie farm during the 1930s depression. 


Chapter | 


Uncertain Times 
Fred, Winnie and Lacy 


Years of drought, dust and disappointment in the thirties drove 
many prairie farm families to emotional and financial bankruptcy. 
Discouraged, some families packed what little effects they owned and 
sought their “fortune” further north, where at least there would be trees 
for firewood; land that was fertile and unbroken, with an absence of the 
never ending dust. Gray-blue dust storms, fuelled by hot dry prairie 
winds, seemed endless. Dust was everywhere, with its fine particles fil- 
tering through even the tightest windows. One could see his footsteps 


imprinted in the disgusting dust after walking on a linoleum floor. 
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Dishes were washed before a meal to get rid of the accumulated grit 
from nature’s fury. Blowing dust built up along fence lines and buried 
them much like the aftermath of prairie snowstorms. 

The summer’s heat was unrelenting, taking its toll on men, women, 
children, beasts and crops. Rain was more scarce then beer at a Baptist 
church picnic. Without rain, crops shrivelled, often producing little, if 
any, feed for the livestock. 

Another scourge, grasshoppers, swarmed so thick they blotted out 
the blazing noonday sun. With voracious appetites these winged war- 
riors quickly devoured much needed gardens and grain crops. After the 
grasshoppers finished their first course, they would attack clothes that 
were hung out to dry, wooden posts, and would not even spare the 
leather on the horses’ traces. These tormenting pests were also not 
adverse to eating the rubber tires on vehicles. 

Many farmers were so poor they could no longer afford vehicles 
and reverted back to Dobbin powered means of transportation. Sadly, 
the horses used for conveyance were often malnourished from lack of 
proper feed. Livestock commonly were fed wild Canada thistle that got 
hung up on fences or blew up against farm buildings. Coal was so 
scarce and expensive, many young farm lads and lassies were sent out 
to collect livestock manure droppings that would be used to fire the 
stove. 

But Fred Jones, a farmer southeast of Moose Jaw, knew there was 
coal along the Soo Line tracks a short distance away. Every second day 
he would take an old blackened coal pail in hand to search the railroad 
right-of-way for coal that had fallen from the coal cars and steam loco- 


motive tenders of passing trains. To avoid the searing sun, Fred would 
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make his hunter-gatherer journey in the coolness of the setting prairie 
sun. The sun, with its orange hue in the fading daylight hours, was an 
apparition of course; a consequence resulting from the vast amount of 
dust in the atmosphere. 

Fred was faithfully accompanied by Lacy, a Lassie collie looking 
years older than her actual age. Lack of adequate food along with the 
hot summer heat left her body lean and 
her rough coat tattered with mange-like 
streaks. With collie superior intelli- 
gence, Lacy soon understood that Fred 
was looking for coal. Devoted to her 
master, Lacy would help Fred with his 
search. While the taste of coal was too 
repugnant for her canine mouth, Lacy 


would sniff out the coal. When she 


found a piece of coal she would stop, 

wag her tail while looking back at Fred and wait for him to come gather 
up the precious fuel for the oncoming night’s fire. Fred would praise 
Lacy for her efforts. She responded with a dog-like grin, leaning 
momentarily against his patched trousers. Quickly Lacy bounded off 
again in search for more coal. 

On occasion Fred and Lacy would hear the shrill of a steam loco- 
motive’s whistle. Dust swirled wildly from the railway road bed as 
trains would speed by bound for Moose Jaw or North Portal. Train 
crews always waved. Many of them had also come from rural begin- 
nings. Most of the train crews also liked dogs so Fred and the crews 


had something in common. Fred longed to be a railroader so he could 
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better provide for his wife Winnie, his livestock and his collie, Lacy. 
Railroaders got regular pay cheques. Farmers in the thirties seldom had 
two nickels to rub together. But in the dirty thirties, jobs of any kind, 
let alone on the railroads, were scarce. As Fred picked up the coal from 
the road bed he nevertheless would fantasize about being a freight train 
conductor. Life would be better. Freight conductors didn’t have to 
search for coal. The coal in the stoves of cabooses was provided for by 
the railroad company. Dreaming about luxuries was a respite from the 
hard reality that Fred and thousands of prairie folks endured during the 
thirties. Reality, however, soon kicked in as Fred and Lacy slowly 
made their way back to the farmstead where Winnie would be waiting 
for them. 

Fred and Lacy made their way through a freshly planted field of 
spring wheat. A rare but much needed spring rain had brought the new 
crop up in good time. Hopefully there would be more rain so Fred 
wouldn’t see all his work go for naught. Would April and the rest of 
F939 be better? 

Winnie Jones worked tirelessly in their old unpainted three-room 
farm shack home. Like most farmers’ wives of the thirties, the luxury 
of running water and electricity would not become a reality until much 
later in the twentieth century. Water was drawn by hand from a well. 
When wells ran dry, the water had to be hauled. Natural sunlight suf- 
ficed in the farm shack during the day while coal oil lamps provided 
light during the hours of darkness. Winnie’s kitchen was clean, tidy and 
functional. A coal-and-wood stove stood near one wall, centrally locat- 
ed with the stovepipes connected to the chimney. To the right of the 


stove, a well-worn counter top provided the space for Winnie to prepare 
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meals, sparse as they were during these tough economic times. In the 
centre of the kitchen a plain old handmade wooden table stood sur- 
rounded by four wooden chairs purchased previously at an all too com- 
mon farm auction. 

As more people left their farms in desperation, neighbours were 
becoming fewer and further away. In better times during the twenties, 
farm neighbours were often only a scant mile away. Now things were 
different. In April of 1939, some neighbours might live three to five 
miles from the Jones’ homestead. 

A calendar on the kitchen wall displayed a picture of a grain eleva- 
tor. A closer look at the picture showed a farmer delivering grain to the 
elevator using a team of horses pulling a wagon. 

A gray tin circular washtub hung by a nail on the northwest wall of 
the kitchen. Daily showers were unheard of in a home that did not have 
a shower or a bathroom. Saturday night was bath night with the water 
heated in basins on the kitchen stove. Bath water was religiously con- 
served. Winnie bathed first. Fred bathed last because the dust and grime 
from his farm labour in the fields made it only practical that once he 
bathed the water would be too dirty for Winnie. This was a workable 
arrangement in the thirties. 

The small living room was sparsely furnished with an old tattered 
wine-coloured chesterfield against one wall. Beside the chesterfield a 
small wooden stand supported a battery operated radio. To preserve the 
batteries, the radio was used primarily for news from radio stations 
CHAB Moose Jaw and CKCK Regina. During the evenings, radio pro- 
grams were a source of relief from the day’s drudgery. Winnie Jones par- 


ticularly enjoyed the comedic radio antics of Fibber McGee and Molly. 
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A small bedroom off the living room contained a single box spring 
bed with a tarnished copper-coloured railing above the head of the bed. 
In an open closet near the bed, only older clothes hung on the hangars. 
New wardrobes were noticeably absent during these hard times. 

Back in the kitchen, Winnie carefully poured a pail of water into 
the built-in water reservoir located on the right side of the kitchen 
stove. During Prohibition, these reservoirs often were utilized to hide 
illegal alcohol from the prying eyes of provincial and federal police- 
men. 

Glancing through the kitchen window, Winnie saw Fred and Lacy 
working their way toward the farm yard. She hoped Fred had collected 
enough coal so she could bake a pie from the apples a kindly neighbour 
gave Fred two days previously. Wiping her hands on the only tattered 
apron she owned, Winnie opened the oven door. The warm welcoming 
aroma of golden baked bread filled the kitchen. When the bread cooled 
she would cut it into small slices as a compliment to the boiled potatoes 
they would have for supper. No meat or vegetables would be served. 
Food was scarce. 

Winnie hoped that Fred would be in better spirits when he came 
through the door. He often complained bitterly about the plight of 
prairie farmers. Winnie constantly reminded Fred that times would get 
better. If it wasn’t for Winnie’s encouragement, Fred likely would have 
given up and left the farm. 

Coal pail in hand, Fred opened the door. 

“Lacy and I had good picken’s tonight Winnie,” he proudly 


announced. 
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“Oh great, now I can bake those apple pies tomorrow,” replied 
Winnie. 

“Been a while since we had apple pie dear,” Fred quipped. 

Fred noticed that Winnie seemed happier than usual. Her voice 
sounded like it was filled with hope and relief from the dark days of the 
Depression. 

Winnie couldn’t conceal her excitement any longer. 

“Guess what Fred? I just heard on the radio news that the King and 
Queen will be crossing Canada by train in May. And they will be stop- 
ping for a short time in Moose Jaw! They’re such a lovely couple. 
Could we go see them next month Fred? Please?” 

Fred winked teasingly back at Winnie, responding, “Does that 
mean I will have to take a bath before we leave?” 

Winnie laughed heartily. Deep in her heart, Winnie’s positive pre- 
diction was telling her loudly that better times for farm families were 


on the horizon. 
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Commemorative coin, 
1939 Royal Tour 


Chapter 2 


Mackenzie King and Their Majesties 


On a mantel in his Ottawa residence 
were photos of Pat, a deceased Irish 
Terrier, and his mother Isabel. Many 
hours were spent gazing and communing 
with the spirits of Pat and Isabel, along 
with other notable figures in history. But 
this wasn’t just a typical home in Ottawa; s eG 
nor was it an ordinary person who resided a | 
within its confines. Laurier House was 
the home of Canadian Prime Minister 


William Lyon Mackenzie King. 


hewan Archives Board 


Mackenzie King 


At sixty-three years of age in 1937, 
most successful well to do public figures 
would likely have started making plans for retirement, away from the 
heavy burden of public office. King could look back now on a meritori- 
ous life, having first started out as a lawyer. In due course he became 
an economics professor and the Deputy Minister of Labour. By 1908 he 
was elected a Member of Parliament for the Liberal party and by 1919 


he was the party leader. Like most politicians, Mackenzie King loved 
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power and control. In 1921 he became the Prime Minister in the first 
Canadian minority government. King had studied diligently, earning 
five university degrees, one of which was a doctorate. Only one other 
prime minister, Sir John Abbott, had earned a doctorate degree. 
Without question, Mackenzie King was a highly intelligent individual. 
Many might argue that while he was intelligent he wasn’t always wise. 
But the record stands. Mackenzie King was a highly successful politi- 
cian who knew how to play the “political game of cards; when to hold 
them,when to play his trump cards and when to fold them.” 

King could look back on his government’s many significant land- 


mark pieces of legislation, including: 


¢ Old Age Pension 

¢ Relief programs 

¢ National Housing Act 

¢ National Employment Commission 
¢ Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
¢ Trans Canada Air Lines 

¢ National Film Board 

¢ Bank of Canada 


King wisely knew that his government’s laurels of the past would 
not guarantee political success in the future. Political leaders the world 
over were increasingly aware of the restless war machine in Germany. 
If World War I broke out, Mackenzie King knew that Canada would 
join with Britain to fight the Nazi regime of Adolf Hitler. Rallying 


Canadian troops would not be an easy task, however. King was aware 
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that to be successful in the event of hostilities, Canadian citizens would 
most likely need to be conscripted into military service. While the 
majority of English Canadians highly supported compulsory war serv- 
ice, French Canadians opposed conscription vigorously. This was 
Mackenzie King’s dilemma! Five years later he would attempt to calm 
the political waters with, “conscription if necessary, but not necessarily 
conscription.” 

Mackenzie King knew full well that his position as prime minister 
and his personal attributes would not be sufficient in a rally cry for 
Canadian citizens to endorse the war effort. He was strongly criticized 
by many when he did not enlist in World War I, having chosen rather 
to work for the Rockefellers in the United States. In fairness however, 
King was forty years old when World War I broke out and he would 
not likely have passed the entrance medical as he was in poor physical 
condition. King never gave up his Ottawa home while he travelled to 
the United States on an as needed basis, performing valuable service 
helping to keep war-related industries running smoothly. While some 
might say Mackenzie King had the personality of a shoebox, there is no 
doubt that privately he was highly eccentric. The release of King’s per- 
sonal diaries to the public has raised many an eyebrow and provides 
insight into the personality of the man and his rationale for the many 
political decisions he made, especially prior to the outbreak of World 
War II. Never having married, he lacked the support and encourage- 
ment of a spouse. One might also question his relationship with his 
father. Only his mother Isabel’s photo was displayed in King’s Ottawa 
residence. Mackenzie King was anything but the “life of the party” but 


he was the key figure in the Liberal party. As the country’s Prime 
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Minister the citizens would look to him for answers, especially in times 
of turmoil. King loved the taste of success. If he personally attempted 
to rally Canadians for the war effort, King also knew he would likely 
experience the bitter taste of failure. A brilliant idea came to mind! A 
first ever cross-Canada tour by a reigning monarch would likely shore 
up support and loyalty as the dark clouds of war began to appear on the 
horizon. The event would also be a first in Canadian history. No other 
reigning monarch had ever visited Canada. Mackenzie King believed 
the young, handsome King George VI and his pretty wife Queen 
Elizabeth would rally Canadians, while at the same time for Mackenzie 
King the tour had the potential for political triumph. Full credit goes to 
Mackenzie King for masterminding the 1939 Royal Tour. 


King George VI 


In June 1920, twenty-four-year-old 
Prince Albert met the love of his life, 
Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. While the 
prince was good-looking, he was shy, 
vulnerable and intimidated by his own 
stammer. His speech defect was an obvi- 
ous Achilles heel. Afraid of losing her 


independence by becoming a member of did ag Aa 
2 a’ Me 


the royal family, Lady Elizabeth turned FILES Cac IG EER rae 
Prince Albert 


down Prince Albert’s marriage proposal 


on several occasions. But three years later, love conquered all. Prince 
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Albert and Lady Elizabeth were joined in holy matrimony in 1923. 
Marriage to the charming Lady Elizabeth was a positive turning point 
for the happy prince. She preferred to call him Bertie. With Elizabeth at 
his side, the young prince now had the stability and love that he always 
longed for but seldom received in his youth. The stage was set for his 
star to shine. Upon their marriage they were styled the Duke and 
Duchess of York. Duchess Elizabeth encouraged the Duke to seek a 
speech therapist to overcome the stammering he had struggled with 
since the age of seven. The therapy was very helpful, enabling the Duke 
to more confidently speak publicly with only occasional pauses as he 
spoke. Home life was happy for the Duke and Duchess. Two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Margaret, brought additional joy to the royal household. 
David, Prince of Wales, the Duke’s older brother, was a sharp con- 
trast in sibling personalities. David was very outgoing and highly popu- 
lar with the masses. David’s popularity and charm left Bertie feeling 
diminished and inadequate. The Duke of York had serious concerns 
about David’s affair with an American divorcee, Wallis Simpson. 
Death knocked on the royal household door when King George V 
died in 1936. David, Prince of Wales, was next in line and became the 
new monarch, King Edward VII. Edward’s desire to marry Wallis 
Simpson put him on a collision course with the deeply entrenched 
British religious and political hierarchy. In December 1936 Edward 
VIII abdicated the throne to marry Wallis Simpson, the love of his life. 
Their marriage and happy life together was an affront from which the 
snobbish British hierarchy never fully recovered. Public opinion was 
firmly on the side of Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson. Similar senti- 


ments echoed as well throughout the British Empire. Unfortunately the 
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royal household never forgave David for his abdication, leaving him to 
spend the rest of his life “outside the fold.” 

The abdication was such a devastating blow to the Duke of York 
that it sent him reeling backward. A day prior to the abdication 
announcement Bertie had visited his mother, Queen Mary, in London. 
Later he wrote in his diary, “When I told her what had happened, I 
broke down and sobbed like a child.” He knew full well he was now 
next in line to the monarchy. The public often referred to him as the 
man who never wanted to be king. David, not Bertie, had been 
schooled from an early age to become the future king. Bertie had no 
desire for the new role and was ill prepared for the demands he knew 
would be placed upon him. Many of his subjects also felt that his shy, 
timid nature did not lend itself well for a leadership role. There was 
also brief speculation that Bertie might be bypassed and the monarchy 
passed on to his brothers Henry or George. Nothing came of the specu- 
lation. With the loving support of his spouse Elizabeth, Bertie was 
crowned King George VI in 1937. 

With the rattling of sabres in Europe, British Commonwealth coun- 
tries foresaw the strong possibility of hostilities. King George VI’s suc- 
cessful state visit to France was a show of support and friendship. The 
Canadian government wisely sprang into action by putting out an invi- 


tation for the new King and his bride to visit Canada. 


Queen Elizabeth 


In 1900, Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon was born into a family of Scottish 
nobility. Until the age of eight she was educated at home by a gov- 
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erness. By age ten Elizabeth was fluent 
in French. At the young age of thirteen 
she passed the Oxford Local 
Examinations with distinction! Elizabeth, 
as a child, claimed her favourite hobby 
was liking people. She maintained a life- 
long fondness for field sports, dogs and 
horses. 

During World War I, Elizabeth’s 
Glamis castle home was turned into a 


convalescent facility for wounded sol- 


diers. She assisted staff in the care of the 


Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon 


men who were victims on the battlefield, 
even though she was only fourteen years old. She cared deeply for the 
plight of the injured. In her autograph book one soldier wrote that 
Elizabeth was to be “...hung, drawn and...quartered...Hung in dia- 
monds, drawn in a coach and quartered in the best house tn the land.” 
When Prince Albert proposed to Lady Elizabeth in 1921, she quick- 
ly refused, ‘afraid never again to be free to think, speak and act as | 
feel I really ought to.”” Queen Mary made a special trip to Glamis to get 
a first hand look at Lady Elizabeth. The queen was convinced that 
Elizabeth was “‘the girl who could make Bertie happy.” Lady 
Elizabeth’s mother felt Prince Albert would be, “made or marred” by 
his choice of wife. History would reveal the former rather than the lat- 
ter to be true. With Prince Albert’s persistence he finally won 
Elizabeth’s hand. The happy couple were married in Westminster 


Abbey on April, 26, 1923. A film of the marriage festivities was shown 
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in theatres throughout Britain, but a radio broadcast was forbidden dur- 
ing the actual service. Church authorities feared that “disrespectful 
people wearing hats might listen in public houses.” Their first child 
Elizabeth would later become Queen Elizabeth II. Four years later 
another daughter, Margaret, was born. The happy couple doted on their 
children. 

During the 1936 abdication crisis and Bertie’s ascension to the 
throne in 1937, Elizabeth was a source of strength and encouragement 
to her husband. At the 1937 Coronation, Elizabeth became the first 
Scottish Queen in eight hundred years. 

Her strong fondness for others seemed to come very naturally. This 
trait endeared her to those close to her but also to the masses. When- 
ever people met Queen Elizabeth they were pleased at her keen interest 
in them personally and in their work 

As Queen Consort, Elizabeth adapted well to her new role. She 
delighted everyone around her with charm and wit. Her charming per- 
sonality was a compliment to the more serious side of King George VI. 

The press too loved to quote her dry witticisms. On hearing that 
Edwina Mountbatten was buried at sea, she said, “Dear Edwina, she 
always liked to make a splash!” 

The Queen and King’s love for travel lasted throughout their lives. 
In 1938 they pulled off a diplomatic coup when visiting France on a 
state visit. This journey re-emphasised French-British friendship. When 
Adolf Hitler watched a newsreel clip of the Queen placing a poppy at 
the feet of a WW I memorial, he dubbed her, “the most dangerous 
woman in Europe.” The Queen and her husband the King were very 


amused at later hearing the quip made by the German leader. 
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As Queen Consort, Elizabeth was tireless in her devotion to duty. 
She had a strong work ethic which was reflected when she said, “The 
work you do is the rent you pay for your time on earth.” Meanwhile 
back in Canada, hundreds of dedicated personnel were labouring with 


the massive precise planning that a royal tour mandates. 
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Chatelaine Magazine, May 1939, featuring 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. 


Chapter 3 


Preparations, Planning and Protocol 


As spectators of major events, most of us seldom see or are rarely 
aware of the mammoth planning that must be undertaken for a large 
event’s success. Whether it be a Rolling Stones concert, a Grey Cup 
game, or the Summer or Winter Olympic Games, a well-executed plan 
covering all the bases must be in place. No stone can be left unturned to 
ensure a major performance comes off smoothly, safely and with over- 
all satisfaction for participants directly and indirectly involved in the 
venue. 

The 1939 Cross-Canada Royal Tour was, and to this day still 1s, 
Canada’s hallmark event, unsurpassed in its magnitude and public 
response. 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King could lay claim to initially sug- 
gesting the undertaking of a royal tour. This historic event was his 
brainchild. Thousands of Canadians from many government, business, 
community and volunteer sectors would be involved in the Royal Tour 
preparation, planning and success. Theirs would be the challenge that 
would put to test the mettle ensuring the tour’s success. 

Preparations for the Royal Tour began earnestly in 1937. The plan- 


ners and organizers would only have two short years to put the plan 
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fully in place. All major final decisions rested with the Government of 
Canada. Mackenzie King’s first task was to strike up an Interdepart- 
mental Committee of the Royal Visit. This committee would be the 
ship that authorized and steered the planning, organizing and coordinat- 
ing functions. They would have to work quickly, diligently and accu- 
rately. As with all major functions they would have to be prepared for 
major and minor adjustments to the tour’s plans when unforeseen 
events took place. Plans laid out on paper in the comfort of offices can- 
not always foresee the unexpected when thousands of people are gath- 
ered for an event. Robbie Burns, the poet, comes to mind. “The best- 
laid schemes 0’ mice an’ men gang aft a-gley.” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King initially thought a tour of a few weeks would be suffi- 
cient. However, when King George VI heard of this plan he immediate- 
ly put forward his wish to see as much of Canada as possible. In keep- 
ing with His Majesty’s wishes, The Royal Tour was then extended to a 
month, commencing with Their Majesties arrival in Quebec City on 
May 17th and departure from Halifax on June 15th. 

For those designated cities where the royal couple would visit, pro- 
grammes had to be supplied in detail for review and acceptance by the 
Interdepartmental Committee. This committee also had a close liaison 
with appropriate provincial and municipal authorities. Every tour stop, 
function and event involving Their Majesties was subject to the scruti- 
ny and authorization by the Interdepartmental Committee. Coordination 
with Federal Government Departments affected was crucial. The details 
regarding the Trooping of the Colour at Ottawa, the Unveiling of the 
National War Memorial and the provision of Guards of Honour had to 


be worked out with the Department of National Defence. The 
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Department of Public Works and the Department of Justice were 
involved in plans for the Laying of the Corner Stone at the Supreme 
Court Building. The Department of the Secretary of State, the 
Department of External Affairs, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
The Department of Finance, the Post Office, the Department of 
Transport, The Department of Trade and Commerce and the 
Department of Mines and Resources had to be consulted and were 
required to tender detailed advice on Royal Tour matters pertaining to 
their respective departments. For matters related to official Ottawa 
functions, Government House had to be consulted. The 
Interdepartmental Committee also worked closely with His 
Excellency’s staff. All bases had to be covered. The Committee also 
released day-to-day statements ensuring accurate information was com- 


municated to stakeholders as well as the general public. 


Union Jack 
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The official itinerary was released to the press on January 3, 1939 
after consultation with the railways involved and the approval of Their 
Majesties. While not every city could be included in the itinerary, 
Mackenzie King asked Canadians to appreciate the intricacies of a very 
long and arduous journey. Their Majesties would travel west from 
Quebec City to Victoria, B.C. They would return eastward to Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, and then spend four days in the United States. Returning 


to Canada, they would continue eastward to Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
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Courtesy Cané da Science and Technology Museum 
Diagrammatic map of the Royal Tour of 1939. 
The dates indicate the stops that were made along the route. 


Two trains would take the stage. A Pilot Train, carrying the press 
and security, would run thirty minutes ahead of the Royal Train. Each 
train would consist of twelve cars. The Royal Train exterior colour 
scheme would be royal blue, with silver panels between the windows 
and a horizontal gold stripe above and below the windows of each train 
car. Canadian National Railway and Canadian Pacific Railway would 


supply cars for both trains. Cars on the Pilot Train would retain the 
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colour scheme of each respective railway. Canadian Pacific Railway 
would handle the westward leg of the tour while the eastward portion 
would be undertaken by the Canadian National Railway. 

Canadian journalists would be given special consideration on the 
Pilot Train. Applications, though limited, would be available to journal- 
ists from the United Kingdom and the United States. Journalists would 
have to cover their cost of transportation with the railway companies. 
They would also have to cover their own expenses for meals and 
berths. 

Their Majesties requested that travel by night be avoided in favour 
of day travel, whenever possible. Because travel was limited to mostly 
daytime hours, it therefore limited the amount of time Their Majesties 
could spend at any one locality. 

The Interdepartmental Committee also announced the issuing of 
special souvenir coins to commemorate the Royal Visit. Silver and 
bronze medallions would be placed on sale at post offices throughout 
Canada. The Government also decided that a small bronze medallion of 
about one inch in diameter would be distributed free among school- 
children throughout Canada; 2,250,000 medallions would be required. 
Distribution would be made through provincial educational authorities. 
In addition there would be a small limited official distribution of 
medallions in gold, silver and tombac (a combination of zinc and cop- 
per) 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King was acutely aware how important 
this tour was for him politically. He also fully realized the world would 
be watching closely to see how Canadians responded to their new King 


and Queen. Success of the tour was crucial! Safety for Their Majesties 
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could not be put in jeopardy under any circumstances. Any embarrass- 
ment to their Majesties would be a black mark on the government and 
people of Canada. Much was at stake. For Mackenzie King the risk was 
worth taking. He slept well nevertheless, knowing that the personal 
safety of Their Majesties would be the primary responsi- 


bility of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 


While the protection of Their Majesties in 
Canada was the responsibility of the RCMP, every 
police agency on the tour’s route was also active- 

ly involved. Provincial, city, municipal and rail- 
way police personnel played a vital policing role 
to ensure the safety of Their Majesties and the 
general public. 
RCMP Superintendent Kemp was buried in 
paperwork on that memorable day in 1937 when 
the phone rang in his Ottawa Headquarter’s 
office. Kemp’s heart skipped a beat when he was 
advised that he would be directly involved in the 
safety of Their Majesties in the upcoming Royal 
Tour. The immense responsibility in planning and 
carrying out this task would weigh heavily on 


Kemp, Assistant Commissioner King and 


SOUFCE 


RCMP Pera te Commissioner Wood. A vast amount of study and 
planning had to be undertaken. Liaison was quickly 
established with all police forces in Canada. The Metropolitan Police 
Force of London, England, supplied books of instruction, organization 


plans, and literature dealing with royal processions. This information 
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Exclusive Connection 
with 
WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAPH CO, 


Cable Service 
to all the World 
Moncey Transferred 
by Telegraph 


D. E. GALLOWAY, AsBISTAHT VICE-PREGIOEMY, TORONTO, Ont. 


RECEIVER'S No. TIME FILED CHECK 


Send the following message, sudject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 


(@) VICTORIA BC MARCH 1 1939 
P 
i THE COMMISSIONER 
ReCeM.P. OTTAWA 


YWD. WHILE ROUTES SUBMITTED ARE SATISFACTORY FROM POINT OF 
CONTROLLING MOVEMENTS OF LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE IT SHOULD 

BE UNDERSTOOD THAT PROTECTION ALONG LINES INDICATED IN LETTERS 
FROM METROPOLITAN POLICE CANNOT BE AFFORDED WITH AVAILABLE 
PERSONNEL STOP AFTER CONSULTATION WITH DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
PARSONS I HAVE COME TO CONCLUSION IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO 
PROVIDE MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED MAVAL MILITARY POLICE AND 
AUXILIARY ASSISTANTS PER MILE STOP THE PROPOSED ROUTE IS 
SEVENTEEN MILES LONG AND WE EXPECT TO BE CALLED UPON TO CONTROL 
SOME HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE AT LEAST 


J A McLELLAN 
CHIEF CONSTABLE _—_ 
FOR MESSENGER 


PHONE E - 712] 


urtesy B.C. Provincial Archives 


Telegram regarding security concern in Victoria, B.C. 


was promptly distributed to police departments throughout Canada. 
Advice was relayed to municipal forces on such important points as 
street barricading and the transfer of personnel from one point to anoth- 
er. From Scotland Yard, the RCMP were given the services of an expe- 
rienced officer, former Deputy Commissioner F.W. Abbott. An officer 
of the RCMP accompanied Abbott on a tour throughout Canada, inter- 
viewing, counselling and advising the various other police forces. 
Operation orders and plans were carefully scrutinized by Abbott as he 
conducted a tour of the route that would be followed by the Royal 


Party. The RCMP soon became aware that their staffing levels and the 
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numbers of other police agencies were insufficient to properly protect 
Their Majesties. Auxiliary policing would be required. An ardent 
recruitment campaign took place, enlisting the assistance of voluntary 
citizens. Thousands of citizens responded to the call ... “For King and 
country!” They were given instructions in their new responsibilities and 
were provided with identifying arm bands. Frequently these men were 
ex-service men, complete with barrette and war medals. The Legion of 
Frontiersmen were also actively involved in an auxiliary policing role. 
Supportive non-policing duties were given to those including members 
of fraternal bodies, firemen, Scouts, Cubs, Brownies and Girl Guides. 
Members of the medical profession: doctors, nurses and first-aid staff, 
would also become involved in the success of the tour. 

Superintendent Kemp was surprised when he set up auxiliary vol- 
unteers in one city. The volunteers made it very clear they would only 
offer their services under the direction of the RCMP but not the local 
Chief of Police. When Kemp asked for clarification, they advised him 
that their club was raided for beer once a month by the city police and 
under no circumstances would they volunteer under the Chief of Police. 
Happily Kemp did not encounter this problem in any other locations. 
Small communities set up committees to safeguard children from injury 
or potential harm. 

Commissioner Wood, along with Assistant Commissioner King and 
Superintendent Kemp would accompany the Royal Party on the tour. A 
force of twenty-four non commissioned officers and constables would 
be distributed between the Pilot and Royal Trains to ensure the policing 
of the Royal Train at all stops, including those locations where the 


trains were stationary at night. These personnel would be drawn from 
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various RCMP divisions. His /™ 


Majesty George VI made the 
express wish that four mem- 
bers of the RCMP be 
assigned as personal order- 
lies. These members would 
be present guarding Their 
Majesties at all times when 
the royal couple was in con- 


tact with the public. The four 


members who had the honour | 


were Sergeant H.W.H. 
Williams of Saskatoon, 


Saskatchewan, Constable 


Three members of the RCMP. 


Coughlin, Constable R. Portelance, and Constable R.A. Langlois. On 


previous Royal Tours His Majesty would have four Royal Marines as 


guards, but His Majesty expressed a desire for this change of protocol 


security for the Canadian Roy 


were assigned to the tour for 1 


al Tour. Forty-seven RCMP members 


ts entirety, broken down as follows: 


3 Commissioned Officers 


4 N.C.O.’s. constables and orderlies 


24 Nec. 
bo: NGC. 


O.’s and constables (train guards) 


O.’s and constables (motorcyclists) 


Total 47 members of the RCMP 
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One of the twenty-four members assigned to train guard duty was 
Rod S. Pyne, a former member of the Saskatchewan Provincial Police. 
Pyne transferred over to the RCMP when the SPP was disbanded in 
1928. When interviewed years later by author Lynn Hudson, Pyne 
spoke fondly of the Royal Tour. In his home, Pyne had proudly dis- 
played several souvenirs from the tour. 

The RCMP took the safety of the royals very seriously and rightly 
so, given the previous assassinations of royalty in continental Europe. 
All too vivid were the assassinations of Archduke Ferdinand in 1914, 
followed by the 1934 assassination of the King of Yugoslavia, a 
Windsor relative. The Force would be too highly embarrassed if there 
were any incidents that they would have been able to prevent or avoid. 
The Canadian Government under Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
wanted this tour to be a positive influence for Canadians; therefore any 
incidents would be a serious distraction from that goal. 

To ensure Their Majesties’ safety, great lengths were exercised. 
The Canadian Governor General’s office made up a list of ‘““embarrass- 
ing people.” Even to this day the file remains closed. There were pock- 
ets of sentiment for the German homeland but they, in the final analy- 
sis, had little effect. But the RCMP could not afford to take any chances 
for fear that citizens not loyal to the Crown might wish to harm Their 
Majesties. To ignore this possible threat would have been foolhardy. 
Security would take their role seriously and after the tour’s conclusion, 
there was little question as to the course of action taken to protect the 
Royals. George VI was personally crushed by an exuberant crowd on 


one occasion. The Mounties did not want that to occur in Canada so 
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barricades were often employed, especially in large cities. Three mem- 
bers from Scotland Yard were present on the tour’s trains. On more 
than one occasion these members rode in the locomotive cabs of the 
Pilot and Royal Trains. Every bridge, culvert and railroad crossing was 
guarded for safe passage of both trains. A grade crossing accident with 
a motor vehicle would likely be tragic and mar the positive tone of the 
Royal Tour. The crossings were also guarded to prevent any possibility 
of a vehicular suicide attempt with the trains at a grade crossing. One 
Ontario farmer who was assigned to guard a crossing was unable to 
locate the crossing. Later investigation revealed a crossing for that loca- 
tion had been planned but never installed. 

A security arm band was required for any person who would work 
on or about any of the two trains. On close examination of many of the 
photos, one will see these arm bands. Each band also had a number 
identifying the person assigned to that particular arm band. A designat- 
ed member on the Pilot Train was specifically assigned for the issuance 
of these arm bands. If a person working around the trains did not have 
an arm band, the RCMP would confront that person immediately to 
determine why the band was not being worn. If it was discovered that 
the errant person was supposed to be working on or about the trains, he 
would then be forthwith escorted to the person in charge of the arm 
bands for security verification and the issuance of an arm band. The 
arm bands were very visible, providing easy and quick determination as 
to persons who should or should not be on or near the Royal Train or 
Pilot Train. The process was a very workable security measure. 

No members of the RCMP accompanied Their Majesties on their 


four-day visit to the United States. Police officials from the United 
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States were alarmed at the few numbers of police personnel on the two 
trains in Canada. 

In Canada, small villages or hamlets were chosen for an overnight 
stop just prior to the arrival of the Pilot and Royal Trains. Little 
advance notice was given to inhabitants of these villages as access to 
the two trains by the public was strictly prohibited. The public, if curi- 
ous, were kept at bay and not allowed on any portion of the railway 
right-of-way, which included ditches near the area where the two trains 
were parked for the night. A Waldeck, Saskatchewan farmer, Chuck 
Lee, lived within a scant stone’s throw from where the two trains would 
be parked during the night. In mid-afternoon on May 25th, he noticed 
several Mounties inspecting the tracks near his farm. Camera in hand 
he approached the Mounties and they cordially agreed when he asked 
to take their picture. During the night large floodlights hooked to a gen- 
erator car on the Royal Train provided adequate lighting to identify any 
person who might attempt to approach the two trains. In the event of an 
emergency at night when the trains were stationary, long distance 
phone service was available with a connecting line to telephone lines 
nearby. There were telephones on each car of the Royal Train, includ- 
ing the locomotive. If any emergency arose, any crew member or mem- 
ber of the security team had quick access to the telephones. 

Personnel on the Royal Train were assigned designated cars, which 
was helpfu! when it came to monitoring the movement of individuals. 
Their Majesties occupied Cars Number | and 2, the last two cars of the 
Royal Train. Acting Secretary Alan Lacelles had a small office on Car 
Number 2. Wardrobe staff were also in this car. Cameron and Gilles 


from Scotland Yard were in Car Number 3. Commissioner W.T. Wood 
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of the RCMP was located in Car Number 4. Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King occupied Car Number 5. In subsequent cars there was a surgeon, 
more officials and Gustave Lanctot, Dominion Archivist and official 
historian of the tour. One complete car of the Pilot Train was occupied 
by members of the RCMP. 

Overall, the policing and security duties would be performed using 
courtesy and humour. This approach would result in public acceptance 
more readily. “Sugar works better than vinegar,” is the phrase that 
comes to mind. Police were also aware that arriving early and exercis- 
ing control before the crowds arrived would have more positive results. 
Police lines would also be held for a considerable time after the royal 
procession passed. Mayhem would occur if crowds started to chase the 
procession after it went by. 

Security for the tour was estimated at $325,000, a hefty sum in 
1939. Most agree, however, that it was money well spent. 

Royal protocol was expected whenever meeting Their Majesties. 
Citizens were advised not to shake the Royal’s hand unless the Royal 
made the first gesture. The King was to be addressed as “Your 
Majesty” on the first occasion and thereafter to use the word, “Sir.” 
For the Queen, “Your Royal Highness” was the first acknowledgement, 
followed by “Ma’am” in subsequent conversation. Citizens were not 
allowed to present personal gifts to the Royals because the Tour was 
considered a gift by Their Majesties to the citizens of Canada. 

While critics of Mackenzie King often said the Prime Minister was 
not good at working the press, King certainly did a good job of allow- 
ing the media to prove its worth during the 1939 Royal Tour. King also 


kept a personal diary of the tour and now years later more insight into 
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the Royal Journey is available. His diary also offered many answers to 
his views on the politics seen at home and abroad. 

Plans were made for The Pilot Train to truly be a newspaper work- 
shop on wheels, including correspondents, motion, sound, still and 
colour photographers. In total, twelve photographers would be carried 
on the Pilot Train. Radio commentators as well as telegraphers would 
be part of the press makeup. Correspondents wanting to call their 
offices in London to file a news report could do so by using the long 
distance telephone attached to the train at night. A post office was also 
located on the Pilot Train and operated like any other normal post 
office in the country. With typewriters aboard the train, correspondents 
could complete their stories. When the train stopped where telegraph 
offices were established, the stories could be wired to the respective 
media destination offices. Both Canadian National and Canadian 
Pacific Railway brought in extra telegraphers to handle this increase in 
traffic. At any one given stop ten thousand to forty thousand words 
could be handled promptly. Canadian National Telegraphs handled 1.5 
million words via telegraph for the westward and eastward segments of 
the journey. Both railway companies could not help but make good 
profits from the telegraphy business that was generated on this tour. 
When the train was scheduled to leave Quebec City at the beginning of 
the Tour, fifty-eight correspondents were on board. A dark room was 
also planned for the Pilot Train to assist photographers. When the Pilot 
Train arrived at a station, photographers then could wire the photos to 
their destinations or send them via airmail. 

To assist the media, a Press Committee was established in Ottawa 


long before the tour commenced. This committee was also responsible 
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for setting up Press Committees at all 
points in the itinerary and making neces- 
Sary press arrangements. Such arrange- 
ments were printed or mimeographed in 
CANAD IAN advance, ready for distribution to corre- 
‘NATIONAL spondents previous to arrival at the point 
: TELEGRAPHS for which they provided information. The 


committee would maintain an office on the 


0 rE F C E Pilot Train and as the tour progressed it 
was always a busy place. 


eae The 1939 Royal Tour provided 

CNR Telegraph office sign =» Canadian radio with the experience and 

technology to make its mark 1n broadcast- 
ing. Mackenzie King’s administration ensured the crown-owned 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation lacked nothing in their quest to 
cover the tour. One hundred CBC employees were assigned to cover 
the tour. Thirteen announcers were given special training in pronuncia- 
tion and protocol. Three broadcast teams (two English, one French) 
leapfrogged across the country, covering eleven thousand kilometres. 
These teams would produce ninety-one broadcasts from the first mobile 
radio vans ever used in Canadian broadcasting. CBC broadcasters on 
board the Pilot Train were Jack Peach, Vancouver; Patrick Freeman, 
Calgary; and Jack Kennawin from Winnipeg. 
For safety and efficiency the matter of time has always been a cru- 

cial aspect of railway operations. The Royal Tour was no exception. 
Schedules and itineraries had to be met as thousands of people were 


waiting for the Royals. The media had to file reports to meet deadlines 
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and any late arrivals could drastically affect their efforts. In 1939, both 
railways governed a vast majority of train movements by train orders 
issued by dispatchers by telephone or telegraphy. Operators receiving 


the orders would hand or “hoop” them up to train crews. Times regard- 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


Railway dispatchers ensuring safe movement of trains. 


ing meeting trains or following trains were crucial to avoid head-on or 
tail-end collisions. Railway watches and clocks could not have more 
than thirty seconds of error. Time was checked daily at 10:58 a.m. 
Eastern Standard Time. Canadian National Railway received its time 
from the McGill University Observatory, which was correct to the tenth 


of a second. Time signals were sent out to all points on the telegraph 
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networks of both railways. Railway employees had to use railway 
approved watches. Train crews were required to compare their watches 
for accuracy with fellow crew members just before train departure. 
These procedures regarding the use of time applied to the Royal Tour 
as it did to any other trains. 

Canadian National Railway required that all stations be decorated if 
the Royal Train passed a station during daylight hours. A Union Jack in 
the form of a shield was most commonly displayed. The shield bore the 
Union Jack in the centre, flanked by the Red Ensign and a Union Jack 
on each side. 

Over Canadian National lines, two thousand persons from all clas- 
sifications were assigned for the operation and servicing of the Royal 
and Pilot Trains. Thirty six engineers and a similar number of firemen 
were assigned: fifteen of each class to the Central Region, fifteen of 
each class to the Western Region and six from each class for the 
Atlantic Region. Within the three regions, nineteen conductors and 143 
brakemen were assigned. 
Canadian National Regional 
Vice Presidents rode the Royal 
Train through their region. 
They were accompanied by a 


General Superintendent. Staff 


were also required at 
Divisional and Terminal shops 


for water replenishment, ice 


supply, cleaning each exterior | 


car and examination of trucks, CNR Conductor’s Hat 
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wheels and all operating parts of the trains. Other staff responsible for 
signals, crossing and maintenance-of-way were required for the safe 
movements of the two trains. 

Canadian National Railway supplied five locomotives for the tour 
while Canadian Pacific Railway supplied two but added helper locomo- 
tives to traverse the Canadian Rockies and other steep grades on their 
railway network. Twenty-five locomotive engineers and a similar num- 
ber of firemen were supplied by Canadian Pacific Railway. Across their 
system, Canadian Pacific supplied 220 employees to man the two 
trains. 

For the Royal Train, Canadian National supplied six cars, along 
with seven cars for the Pilot Train. Canadian Pacific supplied six cars 
for the Royal Train and five for the Pilot Train. 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King had the prerogative to decide 
which Federal Government staff would accompany the Royal Train and 
Pilot Train. He based his decision on how well he personally thought of 
the person and that person’s loyalty to their job. Walter Turnbull was in 
charge of the Public Relations Department of the Post Office in the 
1930s. He was seconded to work on the Prime Minister’s staff. King 
was impressed with his work, later writing in his diary, “Called in 
Turnbull who had been working steadily all day, told him I appreciated 
the way he worked throughout the year and decided to take him along 
on the Royal Tour during the King’s visit. He was quite pleased.” Diary 
6 April 1939. During the tour, Turnbull served as liaison between the 
Pilot and Royal Trains. Walter Turnbull later became Mackenzie 
King’s principle secretary, arranging all of King’s appointments. In 


1945, Turnbull was appointed Deputy Postmaster General. 
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Robert Lay, former chauffeur, was a personal member of 
Mackenzie King’s staff. King appreciated Lay’s loyalty. Lay was 
dependable and trustworthy. King liked the care Lay would give the 
Prime Minister’s dogs and the attention to detail Lay paid at Laurier 
House, when King was away from the residence. Robert Lay was taken 
along on the Royal Tour. 

Train travel would be the principle mode of transportation for the 
1939 Royal Tour. There were short trips planned that necessitated trav- 
el by motor car and water vessels. Management of both Canadian 
National and Canadian Pacific Railways knew full well the spotlight for 
a safe and successful journey would be shining directly on them. 
Nothing could be left to chance in terms of staffing, servicing, the relia- 
bility of the equipment, the integrity of structures and the right-of-way. 
Both railways made sure every aspect of their assigned territory was 
thoroughly inspected and prepped for the passage of the Royal and 
Pilot Trains. Management and staff of both railways are to be com- 
mended for the detailed precautionary measures that were put into 


place. 


CPR Instructions Governing the Handling of the Pilot 
and Royal Trains, Westbound Segment. 


¢ To eliminate dust, no ties should be changed out within 24 hours 
prior to the passage of the Specials. 
° From May 1-15 each Superintendent, Divisional Engineer, Road 


Master and B & B Master would make a detailed inspection of all 
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bridges, culverts, tunnels, overhead structures and main line 
switches. 

e A track inspection patrol by track motor car would be carried out 
following the passage of the last train in advance of the Pilot Train. 
¢ Coaling plants, water tanks and standpipes shall be put in first 
class working condition. 

¢ All facing point switches shall be spiked in the path of the Train 
and switches at both ends of the passing tracks occupied by the 
Trains when tied up for the night at intermediate tie up points are to 


be spiked. 
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Section crew. 
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* Schedule: The two Trains are to be handled as passenger extras 
in every instance with right over all trains (Royal Train to have 
right over all trains, except Pilot Train). 

¢ Station block: The schedule allows for a thirty minute block 
between the two Trains. Stations where an agent or operator is 
employed shall be brought back on duty (if after regular working 
hours) to facilitate the passage of both Trains. When the Pilot Train 
passed the station, the agent or operator would drop the signal arm 
for thirty minutes, giving rear end protection to the Pilot Train. The 
same procedure would apply to the Royal Train. 

¢ Rear protection: The Pilot Train will not be given rear protection. 
Rear end Trainmen on the Pilot Train will ride in usual position on 
rear car with full flagging equipment. Rear end Trainman on Royal 
Train will ride ahead of Car No. 7 (CN Business Car 99) with full 
flagging equipment. 

¢ There should be no extra or way freight trains on any subdivision 
over which the two Trains are passing ... 

¢ On single track, scheduled fast trains must be into the clear at an 
open telegraph office not less than five hours before the Pilot Train 
is due. 

¢ On double track opposing fast freight trains must be in the clear 
at an open telegraph office not less than one hour before the Pilot 
Train is due... 

¢ On single track, opposing passenger trains must clear the time of 
the Pilot Train by at least an hour and remain in the passing track 
until the Royal Train has passed. 


¢ On double track, opposing passenger trains will be allowed to 
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proceed but will reduce speed to fifteen miles per hour thirty 
minutes before the Pilot Train is due to pass on the opposite track, 
and will not exceed fifteen miles per hour until the Royal Train has 
passed. 

¢ At points where the Trains are tied up for the night, other trains 
will reduce speed to fifteen miles per hour. At terminal and 
junction points no switching will be done on track or over switches 
which will be used by the Pilot or Royal Trains one hour prior.... 

* A marker should be placed to indicate the exact point opposite 
which cab of engine should stop in order that the rear of Train will 
be in proper position. 

* At points where they detrain, Their Majesties will in every case 
use the rear platform of the rear car. 

* In every instance, both at terminals and at intermediate tie-up 
points, the use of whistle and bell signals not absolutely necessary 
for safety must be avoided. 

* Car Inspectors will not use hammers on wheels at overnight tie- 
up points or at terminals where such action would disturb the sleep 
of those on the Trains, nor will journal box lids be lifted at such 
points unless heating is evident... 

* At times when necessary to make standing brake tests, signals 
from the rear will be given by hand and communicating signal 
device shall not be operated. 

* The locomotive on the Royal Train will fly the Royal Standard, 
flags to be replaced when worn or badly soiled.. Supply of Royal 
Standards will be carried in Car No. 12. 


Preparations, Planning and Protocol 41 


* Royal Train will be equipped with electrically lighted permanent 
tail lamps. Pilot Train to be equipped with usual oil-lighted lamps. 
* Retainers will be used on all cars on the Pilot Train and the first 
ten cars of the Royal Train but not on the two rear cars of the latter, 
these being occupied by Their Majesties. 
¢ Both the Pilot and the Royal Trains will take coal at the 
following points: Fort William, Raith, Eagle River, Rennie, 
Winnipeg, Portage La Prairie, Elkhorn, Regina, Secretan, Maple 
Creek, Bassano, Calgary, Sicamous, Spences Bridge. 
¢ Special screened seam coal will be used for use of the Pilot and 
Royal Trains only. 
¢ Engines on Pilot Train and Royal Train will take water at the 
following points: Fort William, Ignace, Eagle River, Kenora, 
Rennie, Winnipeg, Carberry, Oak Lake, Broadview, Regina, Moose 
Jaw, Fauna, Swift Current, Maple Creek, Walsh, Suffield, Bassano, 
Calgary, Banff, Lake Louise, Beavermouth, Revelstoke, Sicamous, 
Monte Creek, Savona, Keefers, Yale. 
¢ If necessary to take water at Brandon, this will be done by means 
of fire hose, water to be taken from north side of train. 
¢ Water will be placed in tenders at Moose Jaw by means of hose. 
¢ Division officers will arrange with the Canadian National to 
have pilots available for both Trains at Kamloops, Basque and 
Hope in the event an emergency arises necessitating detour... 
¢ Assisting engines will be used as follows: 

Fort William - Raith ... G-3’s 

Brandon - Kemnay... G-3’s 

Medicine Hat - Suffield ... G-3’s 
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Lake Louise - Stephen ... T-l’s 
Beavermouth - Stoney Creek-Glacier ... Ties 
Revelstoke - Ruby Creek ... G-4’s 


¢ Assisting engines will of course, be placed ahead of road 
engines. As leading engine will handle brakes over assisting 
engine territory, care should be taken to select an engineer who is 


a good brake handler. 


Canadian Pacific Railway would be responsible for over three thou- 
sand miles of the journey while Canadian National Railway had over 
four thousand miles. Shop and maintenance staff knew their skills were 
vital to ensure the locomotives and train cars were in top working 
order. Their reputations rested on the skilful performance of the highly 
technical equipment for which they were specially selected and 
assigned. 

All catering for the Royal Tour would be the responsibility of the 
Canadian National Railway dining car department. Ogilvie secured the 
contract as the supplier of flour and rolled oats for the Royal and Pilot 
Trains and all official residences. A sanitation officer would also be 
assigned to the trains, ensuring the integrity of all food and beverages. 
To assume Their Majesties were only tea drinkers would be folly! Her 
Royal Highness enjoyed a nip or two of gin while the His Royal 
Highness had a fondness for fine whiskies. Given the hectic pace and 
demands the tour would place on Their Majesties, many felt that the 
Royals would need a stiff “shot or two” to cope with the many pres- 
sures of the journey. Liquor cabinets on the Royal Train were, there- 


fore, well stocked. A fine batch of Crown Royal XR, to commemorate 
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the Royal visit, was produced in the Waterloo distillery of Joseph E. 
Seagram and Sons Inc. This special commemorative blend was placed 
aboard the Royal Train. The whiskey was a special gift for Their 
Majesties, respected for their knowledge and appreciation of fine 
whiskies. 

Speaking tongue in cheek of course, little if any spirits would have 
been kept on the Pilot Train for the media personnel, as they were not 
prone to the “evils of drink!” 

The stage had been set and now all was in readiness for Canada’s 
Greatest Show in history! Time spent planning and organizing the 
Royal Tour took two years, far exceeding the one month’s time of the 
actual tour itself. All that was left now was a final inspection of the 
locomotives and consist of the Pilot and Royal Train before they com- 


menced their journey into the annuls of time. 
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CONDENSED ITINERARY 


Day Date Place Arrival Departure 
Wednesday iia aan @mebecse se ates OFS Uiaame eee 
(10.30 a.m. D.S.T.) 
dibtursdayere see Via (Onebec ee cera sea ceincs acre SoU iemn es Sale 
(30m Pisum) 
Three Rivers....| 10.45a.m.E.S.T. 11.00 4.m. E.S.T. 
Montreal....... less powrenl, (OS. 10,00 p.m E-S:2. 
(AS pam. DsSii-)) (G1-00\pim, DIS.) 
Friday Niayin |eOtrawaaeen pee 10.00'a.m. E-S.T. 
(CEIMOG) ey jen, JOSE IO) 
Sundayeeeener ee: Mia," iO ttarwales Aces. rea | Nolet eee einer IES OF pemtiee onde. 
(2230) pecan DeSales) 
Sundayee ee een May. | Kaneston?. 2... 2. 6.45 p.m. E.S.T. 7.20 p.m. E.S.T. 
(7.45 p.m. D.S.T.)} (8.20 p.m. D.S.T.) 
Viomdaya ee Maya || =orontomsss ase Oss Uae sor te 6.00 p.m. E.S.T. 
(10.30 a.m. D.S.T.)} (7.00 p.m. D.S.T.) 
diuesdayzses see May. || Schretber-e.ass. US) fopsoos [ESD 1230) prime Ee Sede 
eters Wa detites an ac S00 noeme Sete 
Motor to Fort William. 
(Meojae MEME He oclla gona ou naan oe SSUlpemeC-Sal. 
Wednesday...... May | Winnipeg....... LOS 0 annae Geoune 7.00 p.m. C.S.T. 
Brandon ..s0722 1010 pam EST. HOES O fps CsSedie 
Thursday....... May ISaile JW s cece 17730 prime IVS i. 8.00 p.m. M.S.T. 
(1.30 p.m. D.S.T.)} (9.00 p.m. D.S.T.) 
Moose Jaw...... Oris pam. VMieSi0: 9.45 p.m. M.S.T. 
Bindayi nace a May | Medicine Hat...] 10.10 a.m. M.S.T.| 10.25 a.m. M.S.T. 
WC aides aes F 3.00 p.m. M.S.T. 5.00 p.m. M.S.T. 
Baits ea acre 7.30 p.m. M.S.T. 
Saturda yeaa May Rest Day. 
Suudayan sae May Banihe ate soca see tacit ice ke eats 10.30 a.m. M.S.T 
Kamloops....... Sess) jopong vets. Vi. OFS 0 pee eso ma: 
Monday........ May | Vancouver...... eel OO Oram based 2 O0ipim: 2S 


To Victoria by steamship. 


Se 2 00ipams 2S rl 
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CONDENSED ITINERARY—Continued 


Day Date Place Arrival Departure 
Wednesday...... Sle Wictyrm He Wieea nidiee an eae el oe wa.cme Beers 10. a.m. P)S0. 
To Vancouver by steamship. 
Vancouver esac} “cots ome eos; ie 
To New Westminster by motor. 
New 
Wesboumsteta lk tse ecm S40 p.m: PS. 2, 
Chilliwack...... 5.20'p.m. P:S;T: S.c0ipime Poe 
Thursday....-:, ieppane se laspers..c. aac - 14100 am, PST: 
Rest Day. 
Ea ying eae ass PEAERO 10|) aero ac te, crear etic re oe cain ORs Obaerms Vices 
Edmonton...... 3.30 prime MES P|) 10:00 pam MSs. 
Saturdays :. 54. 3 June | Saskatoon....... 2.00 p.m. M.S.T. 4.00 p.m. M.S.T. 
Melville: 2 ..<.<% 10.00 p.m. M.S.T.| 10.10 p.m. M.S.T. 
SUNG a teece 4 June | Sioux Lookout. . (50 pms CSo} 28:05 pums (C.Siks 
Monday... oc sa 5 June | Sudbury 
Junction. .:-. OS0 po, Bes. 
Motor to Sudbury and return. 
Sudbury 
NMRMEG ECT 75> olllarsemere nee eam terct cra (30 pum. i.5. 0. 
Duesday....s =. 6 June Guelphoc. cans. 13S peme 1S... 145 p.m. ES. E: 
Kittchener.... <1 2ZAS pag. Sok: 225 pent. -S. I, 
Strattonides. «4% 3.20'p.m 5.S:0- 3:00! pms Bode 
Windsor:...<.40: 1,00" p.m. Bo. be 149 p.m, Bo: 1. 
Wednesday...... 7 June andon..-..+-.- 10/00 a.m, FeSe Ee) 1100 aims Ss Er. 
Iigersolles2.-.2| MSO air. Sh a0 amore 
Woodstock. ..... 12.00 noon B.S.) W240i. Eso: 
Branttord: 20. .<- 12°50 p.m, Es. LOS pam Sa. 
Hamiltonee..- 35 145 pan. Es. 2: S210) pont. Se 
St. Catharines .. 4.00 p.m. E.S.T. 421.0 pom Bo: lr. 
To Niagara Falls by Motor Car. 
Niagara Falls... 6:00 pam. Eo. 1. D3 0ipim te So 
(7.00 pam. S22.) (10:30 p.m DS: TF.) 
(PRUPSAaY), 300 - 8 June In the United States of America. 


PRES CLEUStioteee et Nite cs 9 June 


In the United States of America. 
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CONDENSED ITINERARY—Concluded 


Day Date Place Arrival Departure 

Satundayaeeseace 10 June | An the United States of America. 

SWE a56 oan 11 June In the United States of America. 

Mon clacyameneee 12 June IDEEOM cncsooce. SHO) etcsrek, JEASS 10 
Sherbrooke... :.< MUO etna, IAS HI) iWore] Moros, JESS oN 
[Weise eee sare SaCB Grivel esp th THIS) jose, EAS AES 
Riviére-du-Loup. S29) Pele Eee 8.90 paaie feo: be 

ihuesdayenee ere 13 June Newcastle...... O72 0rams ALS. ls 9.30 a.m. A.S.T 

By Motor Car. 

Fredericton..... 12.45 p.m. A.S.T. 2.40 p.m. A.S.T. 


eotiarsitl eee 4.30 p.m. A.S.T. 


Leave by Motor Car for Saint John. 


mas [ORs beara WY Seeman 6:30 PemlwAcSae 
Nonetonenn ese 9.00 p.m. A.S.T. 9.20 p.m. A.S.T. 
Wednesday 14 June C2inewlonmentine| sae ae 10.00 a.m. A.S.T 


By Destroyer. 
Charlottetown. .| 12.30p.m.A.S.T.| 4.30 Petia Aone 


By Destroyer, 


Rictouber ae | 645p.m.A.S.T.| 7.00 p.m. A.S.T 
By Motor Car. 
New Glasgow. 8.00 p.m. A.S.T. 8.10 p.m. A.S.T. 
ibursdayaceaeee 1S June iia Lifts ee £1/00a.m. ASD: 6.00 p.m. A.S.T. 


(12.00 noon D.S.T.) (7.00 p'm. IDS yan) 


Chapter 4 


Consist — Royal Train and Pilot Train 


Grace, beauty, power, speed and dependability were attributes 
bestowed upon Canadian Pacific’s Hudson locomotives. The choice of 
locomotives, therefore, for the westward leg of the 1939 Royal Tour 
was an easy decision for railway officials. Hudson locomotives CP 
2850 and 2851, built by 


Montreal Locomotive Works 


in August of 1938, had only 
one year of service. Canadian 
Pacific’s Angus Shops in | 
Montreal saw a flurry of activi- | * 

ty when the two locomotives - Rasy, | | 
arrived for an overhaul in |  — a 


( eee 


readiness for the royal tour NOM icANADIAN ee | 
preparations. | ect 

Hudson designer H. B. 
Bowen, Canadian Pacific’s 
Chief of Motive Power and 
Rolling Stock from 1928 to 


1949, was a native of Front view of CPR 2850 
with Royal Coat of Arms 
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Derbyshire, England. Well educated in railway machine work at the 
Manchester School of Technology, Bowen immigrated to Canada in 
1905, where he joined Canadian Pacific’s ranks as a machinist. He rose 
quickly to the position of Works Manager at Winnipeg’s Weston Shops 
in 1920. Eight years later, Bowen was promoted to Chief of Motor 
Power and Rolling Stock, in Montreal. While he confided little in his 
employees, Bowen set out broad guidelines, expecting his subordinates 
to follow them without question. Even though diesel locomotives were 
on the distant horizon, steam was still king. Steam icon Bowen was 
totally devoted to the steam program. To suggest to Bowen that a pro- 
gram of road dieselization was timely would certainly have been met 
with permanent residency in purgatory! While few associates knew 
Bowen well, they all had the highest respect for him. H.B. Bowen’s 
mindset was totally devoted to the improved development of steam 
locomotives that would better serve Canadian Pacific in the pre-war 
years of the thirties. A faster, more powerful locomotive was needed 
than the existing G-3, Pacific Type 4-6-2s. By 1929 H.B. Bowen had 
designed the first of 65 Hudson H-1’s with a four-wheel trailing truck, 
an increased boiler capacity and larger diameter driving wheels for high 
speeds, along with good riding and guiding qualities. The four-wheel 
trailing trucks also had provisions for a booster which would add extra 
steam traction power for longer passenger trains ascending sharper 
inclines. Normally, Hudsons had a tractive effort of 45,000 pounds. 
With the aid of the boosters on the trailing trucks, tractive effort 
increased to 57,000 pounds. The 80.8 square foot firebox and added 
combustion chamber, not found on other locomotives, prevented flues 


from being blocked by unburned coal. With an increased maximum 
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boiler pressure of 275 pounds per square inch, the Hudson was a 
speedy workhorse for short or lengthy passenger trains. Speeds in 
excess of one hundred miles per hour were easily attained by the 
Hudsons in passenger service. Most of the locomotive’s piping was hid- 
den beneath a stainless steel boiler jacket, leaving a streamlined appear- 
ance, enhanced by polished aluminum running-board angles and 
handrails. The twelve wheel tender carried twenty-one tons of coal and 
twelve thousand gallons of water. On the scales, locomotive and tender 
weighed 659,500 pounds. Additional streamlining included a smoothly 
curved stack with illuminated number glasses. Tear shaped classifica- 
tion lamps were located high on either frontal side of the smoke box. 
The front end of the smoke box also included a recessed headlight with 


only its lens protruding. A side view of the semi-streamlined Hudson’s 


HUDSON TYPE 4-6-4 


Collectors’ item—2 tive Canadian Pacific sami-streamlining in the 


design 
by Omer Lava/lee ne & them, No. 2850, was specially selected H-t-a H-1- 
The efficient combination of high speed and to be oS 1999 Royal Train and was refinished ise 1 aoe 
adequate power characterized 65 familiar 2800 b M L ks 


NYC serail between New York and Albany. 
The “Hudson” type first appeared on Cana 


These original units, of pies tee H-1-a and H-1-b 


355,000 
were unstreamlined, but the remaining 45 units 


366,000 


his a 
built in and after 1937 facorpe rated the distinc- “Royal Hudson’ 


ce: Omer Lavalles 


CPR 2850 with statistics—in royal scheme. 
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straight, clean, unbroken lines were pleasant to even the most discern- 
ing train watcher. For an extra touch of class, the wheel tires were 
accented with white. In the cab, the circular reverser was air operated, 
another new addition which would be used on future models designed 
by Bowen. Firemen loved the Hudson locomotives with their mechani- 
cal stoker delivering coal right to the fire door. From 1929 to 1940, five 
classes were built, starting with H-la through to H-le in 1940. CP 2850 
and 2851 were class H-1ds. 

Mechanically, every inch of the two Hudson locomotives was 
inspected for any wear or possible malfunction prior to the tour. CP 
2850 was to receive a royal makeover that would leave train buffs 
claiming loudly, “She is truly Queen of the rails!” Angus shop workers 
in Montreal, skilfully and proudly made the cosmetic changes. For a 
crowning touch, a cast metal replica of a royal crown was applied on 
each side of the front running board above the cylinders. On the centre 
of the running board skirts, the aluminum road numbers were elevated. 
Above the headlight a royal coat of arms was displayed. A large 
coloured cast plaque of the King’s Coat of Arms was also applied to the 
tender. Painters busied themselves with spraying the sides of the tender, 
cab and running boards with an eye pleasing royal blue. Deep blue 
paint was sprayed on the under-frame, smoke box, front of the locomo- 
tive and on the cab’s roof. Gold leaf was applied on the locomotive 
numbers located midpoint of the running boards. Workers also polished 
the stainless steel cylinder casings. Gold trim lines extended horizontal- 
ly from the upper and lower running boards, extending to the cab. A 
panel of aluminum leaf, laid in diagonal squares, matching the panels 


on the cars, extended halfway on the tender, showing the continuity of 
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the cars’ decor with that of the locomotive. The panel was outlined in 
gold, resulting in a rich contrast between the aluminum and the gold. 
Angus shop workers stepped back to view the results of their royal 
labour. They were pleased with the outcome! Waiting to show her royal 
splendour to the masses, CP 2850 shone brightly, displaying her mass 
of royal blue, silver, deep blue and gold along with her newly applied 
royal regalia. A photo op was in order to commemorate the shop work- 


ers’ pride and success. CP 2850 was moved outside the shop while the 


——— 


WINDSOR STATION — MONTREAL 


Canadian Pacific Men Who Fashioned A Royal Train 


Gleaming in two tones of Royal blue and stainless steel, Locomotive 2850, fresh from a complete overhaul in the company's Angus Shops, paid the 
tribute of the entire Motive Power and Car Department of the Canadian Pacific Railway by proudly hauling Their Majesties across the Dominfon from 
tidewater to tidewater. The silver and blue engine set a world record by pulling the Royal Train of 12 steel cars across the continent without a 
relief, a record that will not be equalled on the tour. 


Shown in front of the glant locomotive are the officials and workmen at Angus Shops who worked upon the preparation of two engines and 12 cars 
contributed by the company to the Royal and Pilot trains. 


Courtesy CPR Archives 
CPR 2850 with workers, Angus Shops, Montreal, Que. 
Photo op after preparing 2850 for royal tour duties. 
hundreds of workers and officials crowded around next to the royal 
beauty, smiling proudly for the camera. 
While CP 2851 was not decorated specifically for the royal tour, 


she was painted in the tuscan red and black colour scheme of passenger 
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locomotives. Like CP 2850, the same stringent overhaul was also given 
to CP 2851 by the staff at Angus shops. The expectation was that both 
locomotives would be required to make the long journey from Quebec 


City to Vancouver; a feat never performed by any CPR locomotives 


without a change of motive power enroute. Angus shop workers were 
confident that with H.B. Bowen’s excellent design and their careful 
attention to detailed maintenance, the Hudsons would fully meet expec- 
tations. CP 2850 and 2851 did not let them or Their Majesties down. 


ey 


Source: Book, CP Hudsons 


CPR 2850 at coaling dock. 


Early in the 1930s, the National Research Council of Canada had 
finished building its first wind tunnel. Soon the Ottawa facility was 
called upon to conduct tests for the Canadian National Railway. 
Locomotive crews were deeply concerned about the high levels of 
smoke entering their cabs in tunnels and under bridges. At slow speeds 
the problem was increased because the short smoke stacks on locomo- 
tives could not throw smoke high enough into the air. Tunnels, bridges 
and smoke stacks couldn’t be altered to solve the problem but modify- 
ing the shape of trains looked promising. NRC engineers working from 


wooden models came up with a more streamlined design for locomo- 


Consist - Royal Train and Pilot Train 53 


tives. Not only were the smoke problems solved but the new stream- 
lined models were more fuel efficient, reducing air resistance by 33 
percent. CNR approved the semi-streamlined design and approached 
Montreal Locomotive Works to build locomotives using this new 
design. CNR eagerly unveiled the new improved locomotives in 1936 
and marketed them vigorously to boost passenger rail travel in the cash- 
strapped Depression. Sleek and modern in appearance, the new locomo- 


tives were an attractive 


marketing tool! Five 
locomotives were built 
for CN with numbers 
6400 to 6404. They were 
class U-4-a Northerns 
| with a 4-8-2 wheel 
arrangement. CN put 
them to use 1n passenger 
service with much fan- 
fare. 

Canadian National 


Point St. Charles shop 


| staff went directly to 

HW} work on CN 6400, 6407, 
fF) 6028, 6047, 6057 and 
5117, giving them an 


over-haul and painting 


=| them 1n royal tour 


Mere nea. |  _ salours. CN 64046058 
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and 5118 was also used for Pilot Train service during the tour. 
CN 6400 would be one of the locomotives that carried the Royals 
on their eastward leg of the Canadian tour. This massive semi-stream- 


lined beauty had impressive features: 


Gy hindersss ae =e eee ee 24 x 30 inches 

Diameter of driving wheels......... 6 feet 5 inches 
iractiver DOW cama rb ieee waren: 52,000 pounds 
Gish een see ee eeiee ee hte yee er 73.6 square feet 
OWeralilemctineec ania eas oir ae ene e 94 feet 7 1/4 inches 
Tender: capacity, .— Water 622 ee 11,700 gallons 
ender Capacitive. © Oa) gam aean ae 20 tons 

Weight of locomotive & tender... ... 664,000 pounds 


Rina 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technok gy Museum 


Colour side view of CNR 6400. 


ie e iss 
CNS Ba] SS She 
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CNR workers who prepared locomotive 6403 for royal tour duty. 


CNR 6400 ready for Royal Train duties. 
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A very unique mechanical feature was added to CN 6400 on the 
right hand side of the engineer’s front window. Called a Kent clear 


vision type of window, it had a disc of high-grade glass which revolved 
at high speed, ensuring clear vision at all times. 


+. 0000eees 
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_Dieu:et-mon-droit 


Courtesy Canada S 
Royal Coat of Arms located on all Royal Train tenders. 


science and Technology Museum 
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After repainting and a through overhaul, CN 6400, sleek and 
streamlined, was ready to strut her royal appendage for all to see on the 
CN lines of the 1939 Royal Tour. Staff at Point St. Charles shops had 
done a superb job preparing the royal locomotives for the journeys they 


would be undertaking. 


i UTE 


oe 


~ - 
T 


CNR 6028 assigned to Royal Train service. 


58 Royalty Rides the Rails 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


CNR 6404 leaving Point St. Claire shops, Montreal, 
with newly-painted cars for the Royal Train 


SRE 
. 


Sak Sess St 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technol gy Museum 


T. Moyse painting numbers on CNR locomotive 6028. 
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Locomotive Roster for Royal Train Service 


Canadian Pacific - 2850, 2851, 5919, 5902, 2657, 2340, 2347, 
26752050; 2609, 2629, 


Canadian National - 6400, 6401, 6403, 6019, 6028, 6030, 6047, 
UA yous) 005%, 5255, 5252, 3430; 3452, 5117, 5118, 2510 


Not only did staff at Angus and Point St. Charles shops prepare the 
locomotives for the royal tour, they also were required to refurbish, 
inspect, overhaul and rebuild the cars for the Royal Train. A major 
inspection of the Pilot Train cars, along with some modifications would 


be required. 


irtesy anada Science ar T hnology Museun 
Prep work on Royal Train cars, Point St. Claire shops, Montreal. 
Left to right, R. Morin, P. LeBlanc & S. Giroux. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Tec Inology Museum 


Applying trap door, Car No. 1, E. Ranger (top) and J. Degongre (on ground). 
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lat aNada Scien 


S. Giroux spraying royal blue on Royal Train car. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technol »gy Museum 


George Bell painting Royal Train coach, CNR shops. 
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XN , 


Joseph Carbonneau completing transfer work on coat of arms, 
CNR Point St. Claire shops, Montreal. 


1 Technology Museum 


A tour of this significance mandated a regal looking royal train 
leaving a positive, long lasting first impression. CP and CN shop staff 
went to work diligently, ensuring the finished product would be a “cas- 
tle on wheels” endeared by both the public and Their Majesties. 

Each car on the Royal Train was assigned a number, with Car 
Number 1 the last car in the twelve-cars consist. Car numbers | and 2, 
two private cars, were normally used by the Governor General but for 


the tour would be assigned to Their Majesties. 
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Car No. 1 


\ 
\ 


eu NOATHUNO NOH IGy 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


Six Royal Train cars after painting, Point St. Claire shops, Montreal. 


This was an end observation car with a canopied rear platform that 
the royal couple used for their exits from or entrances to the train. This 
car contained two main bedrooms, one for His Majesty and one for Her 
Royal Highness. Each bedroom had a dressing room along with a pri- 
vate bath. In addition, this car had a sitting room or lounge for the King 
and Queen, plus two bedrooms for members of the royal staff. Shop 
workers panelled the sitting room in a curly birch of a golden brown 
tone. The ceiling was done in ivory, while a new light brown carpet 


was installed on the floor. Lighting fixtures were in a golden bronze 
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tone, with simple white parchment shades edged in gold. Ceiling lights 
were covered with cream silk. One set of furniture covering was done 
in a green self toned damask; hung were green taffeta drapes, with an 
alternative set in blue-and-beige printed homespun with gold. Ivory pull 
blinds and ivory net window curtains were added to this room, as they 
were throughout the car and Car No. 2. The corridor leading to the bed- 
rooms was covered in waxed brown cork and panelled in oak along 
with blue drapes. 

Her Majesty’s suite consisted of a bedroom, dressing room and 


bathroom. The bedroom and dressing room were painted in blue grey, 


i lary, art b 
ey LE MTS 


The king's sitting room at observation end of Car No. 1. 


Courtes 


y Canada Scienc 


The king's sitting room in Car No.1 on Royal Train. 


nology Museum 
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Map in the king’s sitting room, enabling his Majesty to follow the progress of the tour. 


68 Royalty Rides the Rails 


with dusky pink 
damask coverings 
along with taffeta 
drapes and a white 


eiderdown. The linen 


bag and clothes hang- 
ers were Covered to 
match the damask 


coverings. A cork 


floor covering was 
installed, along with a 
neutral-toned scatter 


carpet in the bed- 


room. Mauve tiles 
covered the bath- 

§ room. Fixtures, along 
py ith a complete full 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum Size bath and shower 
The queen’s bedroom, Car No. 1, Royal Train. 


bs 


were in white. 


4 ee “ aS 
Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 
Side view of the queen’s bedroom. 


Consist - Royal Train and Pilot Train 69 


The King’s bedroom was painted cream. Workers installed a cork 
floor covering, followed by a neutral-toned scatter carpet. Drapes and 
coverings were in blue with white glazed chintz. The eiderdown was in 
blue taffeta. The bathroom was similar to that in Her Majesty’s suite. 
Shop workers also installed a wardrobe room for His Majesty’s many 


uniforms. 


‘ 
Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 
GY 


The king’s bedroom, Car No. 1. 


Cream was the colour of the maid’s bedroom. The floor was done 
in cork with a neutral-toned scatter carpet. Drapes and coverings were 
in green and brown printed linen. A green taffeta eiderdown was pro- 


vided. White tiles were applied in the bathroom. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technol gy Museum 


The king’s bathroom, adjoining bedroom in Car No. 1. 
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The king’s kitchen, Car No. 1. 
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The bedroom for the Lady-in-Waiting was painted in cream. Like 
other floors, it was done in cork with a neutral-toned scatter carpet. 
Drapes and coverings were in pink glazed chintz. A green taffeta eider- 
down was provided. Vestibules between Car Numbers | and 2 had light 


brown carpeting. 


Car No. 2 
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Car No. 2. Royal Train 


This regal car contained a large sitting room, office, dining room 
and kitchen, along with two bedrooms and a bathroom for members of 
the royal staff. The sitting room, dining room, ceiling and walls were 


painted a rich Nile green. The lighting fixtures and Carpet were the 
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same as in the sitting room of Car No. |. One set of furniture coverings 
and drapes for both rooms was in old rose damask, and an alternative 
set of furniture coverings was in green printed linen with a set of drapes 
in rose taffeta, for the sitting room only. A roller carrying special maps 
was installed in the dining room. Twelve seats were made available for 
those wishing to dine. Next to the dining room was a pantry, the 
kitchen and a steward’s room. Next to the steward’s room was a bed- 
room for His 
Mayjesty’s acting 
secretary, Alan 
Lacelles. This room 
was painted cream 
and had an overall 
light brown carpet. 
The drapes and cov- 
erings were in blue 
and beige printed 
homespun. The 
eiderdown was in 
yellow. Oak pan- 
elling lined the 
office. The corridor 
was floored in wax 
brown cork with oak 


panelling and blue 


drapes. 
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The royal dining room, Car No. 2. 
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Car No. 3 


Car No. 3. Royal Train 


CPR chambrette car “Grand Manan” was Car No. 3 in the consist. 
This car was a duplicate of Car No. 8 in the consist except no office 
was provided in Car No. 3, which had a duplicate wardrobe room and a 
duplicate bathroom. This car also had a royal mailbox provided for 
mailing letters. Cameron and Gilles from Scotland Yard would be 


assigned to this car. 


Car No. 4 


This was CNR car “Pacific,” which contained the lounge room 
upholstered in two materials, half the chairs in dull green and half in 
“Anvers” brown, a light greyish red. The walls were panelled in 
mahogany and the ceiling was stippled a cream colour. The curtains 
were a light blue-green with a small, light-toned homespun horizontal 
stripe and the rug was a blue with a lighter blue thin line design. This 


carpet also ran down the corridor, which was mahogany panelled. The 
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Car No. 4. Royal Train 


compartments had light-coloured homespun drapes of beige tone with 
small horizontal stripes of blue, yellow and red. The upper berths were 
removed and one compartment was converted into a fully equipped 
white-tiled bathroom. “Pacific” was used to accommodate the Ladies- 
in-Waiting and other members of Their Majesties staff. RCMP 


Commissioner Wood was assigned to this car. 


Car No. 5 


CPR car “Wentworth” was left unchanged in the interior except for 
the installation of telephone connections and the addition of a special 
radio set. The rear end open platform was enclosed so as to provide 
uniformity in the train’s appearance. For the entire tour, this was Prime 


Minister Mackenzie King’s home away from home, on wheels. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


Car No. 5. Royal Train 


Car No. 6 


Courtesy Canada Si 


Car No. 6. Royal Train 


lence and Technology Museum 


Consist - Royal Train and Pilot Train 77 


CNR’s car “Atlantic” occupied this position in the consist. The 
car was identical to Car No. 4 “Pacific” except that a special wardroom 
had been provided. This car contained a shower but no bathroom. The 
royal surgeon and representatives of the Dominion government occu- 


pied this car. 


Car No. 7 


Car No. 7. Royal Train 


CNR business car 99 had mahogany panelling, cream ceilings and 
plain blue Wilton carpet in the lounge, corridor and dining room. The 
dining room chairs had slipcovers with the table in a blue and natural 
homespun. Bedroom No. | in this car was painted cream with hand 
painted decorations. Bedroom No. 2 was panelled in mahogany. The 


Lord-in-Waiting and the Lord Chamberlain occupied Car No. 7. 
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Car No. 8 


This was a CPR chambrette car, which in regular service contained 
fourteen single bedrooms, each complete with metal bed, inner spring 
mattress, toilet and wash facilities. These were retained in their ordi- 
nary condition with some added facilities in the way of extra shelf 
space and provisions for coat hangers. The first room in this car had 
been converted into a business office with two typewriters, space for 
storage of documents, books and a metal filing cabinet. A royal mail- 
box was installed, facilitating the mailing of letters. All business in con- 
nection with arrangements of the tour was conducted from this office 
while Their Majesties traveled across Canada. The second to last room 
was converted into a wardrobe room with an ironing board and electric 
iron along with ample facilities for storing clothes for all those travel- 
ing in this car. The last bedroom in the car was converted into a com- 


plete bathroom with a standard tub, shower bath, wash basin and toilet. 


Car No. 9 


CPR owned “Viceroy.” This combination car contained four double 
bedrooms and eight standard sections converted from a men’s smoking 
room to a barber shop. Fully equipped, the barber shop contained a 
standard barber’s chair, sanitary cabinets, towels, barbers’ Supplies, 
sterilizer, electric razor and electric vibrators for massage. The ladies’ 
washroom was converted into a mens’ washroom with a shower bath 


immediately adjacent. 
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Car No. 10 


Car No. 10. Royal Train dining car. 


Keeping guests fed was done in a CNR diner, 1330. Pictures of 
Canadian wildlife, skilfully executed in wood inlay panels, adorned 
each end of the walls. The scheme of decoration originated in the office 
of the CNR architect, and from the company’s photographic library, 
sketches of wildlife in wood inlay were applied. These panels were 
done in natural wood of varying tones and were not stained. Woods 
used included prima vera, araca and cherry. Blinds in the dining car 
were of silk face Pantasote with a design of horizontal coloured 
“Sundour” material. The dining room floor was covered with Wilton 
carpet under which was a rubber padding. Dining room tables had an 
aluminum face Plymetal of special design, with black linoleum-covered 


tops. Chairs were in a natural finish, upholstered in green leather. Forty 


people could be seated in the diner. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


Royal Train dining car crew. 


Car No. 11 


CPR provided this combination baggage and sleeping car. The 
sleeping section contained six standard berths and a washroom. This 
sleeping accommodation was for the dining car crew. The remaining 
baggage area was equipped with the very latest type of steam pressing 
table and ironing board with an electric iron, equipped with an attach- 
ment for automatic dampening of clothes when pressing. A large stor- 
age rack was provided in conjunction with the pressing facilities, for 


storage of clothes before and after pressing. Large lockers were also 
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provided for the storage of clean and soiled linen and also for the stor- 
age of dry supplies for the dining car and private car kitchens. A large 
battery of refrigerators was installed in this car. They were fitted with 
sanitary metal shelves for containing large reserve supplies of perish- 
able goods. A large bin with a ton of ice was outfitted with racks, facili- 
tating fish storage for the dining car. A shower bath was also provided 
for the dining car crew and other crew members. This was also the car 
equipped with a most complete and latest type of Bell telephone 
switchboard, with an operator in constant attendance. Every car in the 
train was provided with service from this switchboard. At all principle 
stops throughout Canada and the United States, this switchboard pro- 
vided a direct connection to a standard long distance switchboard. 
World communications were made possible from the train using this 
system. Steel cable and pickets with sledges were also carried in this 
car which could be used to set up a barrier around Their Majesties’ cars 


at stops where natural facilities were not sufficient for protection. 


ae 
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Telephones conveniently placed throughout the Royal and Pilot Trains. 
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Courtesy Canada S 
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Electric iron and press in Car No. 11, Royal Train. 
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Car No. 12 


Rear-loading generator, Car No. 12 on Royal Train. 


Located next to the locomotive’s tender was a special CPR end- 
door baggage car. The entire end of the car could be opened up for the 
loading of bulky commodities which could not ordinarily be loaded 
through the usual side door. Immediately inside of this car and back of 
the tender was a self-contained electric generating unit consisting of a 
vertical compound Bellis & Morcom steam engine direct-connected to 


a d.c. generator operating at seventy to seventy-five volts. 
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Steam was supplied from the locomotive by way of metallic con- 
nections and a steam heat reducing valve, which adjusted the pressure 
delivered from the locomotive to the running pressure of 125 pounds 
per square inch. The current generated by the electric motor was passed 
through the switchboard, which contained the customary switches, con- 
trols and instruments. The leads from the switchboard delivered current 
through three power lines running along the roof of all cars in the train, 
with leads at each car to the car switchboard. This set-up permitted bat- 
teries to be charged or current supplied for the operation of all electrical 
equipment on the train regardless of whether the train was running or 
standing. Immediately behind the auxiliary generating set was baggage 
space for the train. Shelves were installed along one side for small bag- 
gage with open space provided on the other side for large baggage. This 
same space contained four bunks and toilet facilities for baggage men 
and engine-generating set operators. In boxes underneath this Car, SIX 
floodlights with extension cables were stored. The floodlights were 
used at night for illuminating the train. Car No. 12 was also the store 
for the Royal Train. In addition to emergency equipment for the train, a 
complete store supply of spare parts was carried for air conditioning 
equipment, electric lighting and heating equipment. Nothing was left to 
chance. A complete set of paints and decorating materials for touch-up 
purposes if required was kept on board. The Royal Train was totally 
self sufficient. 

Telephones were carried on all twelve cars of the train. Most of the 
telephones were of the new and improved wall type. 

Each car of the train was air conditioned for the comfort of all the 


personnel. 
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The exterior of the train’s cars presented a uniform appearance, 
adding to the grace and beauty of this palace on wheels. All the running 
gear was painted in deep blue, with the car sides in royal blue. A broad 
band in aluminum leaf, laid in diagonal squares with the marginal edges 
defined by gold stripes, ran the length of each car at the height of the 
windows. The King’s crown was located on each end of the letter 
board, immediately under the roofline. In addition, the Royal Cypher 
was displayed in the centre of each car in a panel below the windows. 
The car roofs were uniform in appearance, finished in a gun metal 
shade metallic lacquer. 

A preliminary run was made prior to the Royal Train being sent to 
Quebec to receive Their Majesties. The test run was made from 
Montreal to Smith Falls, Ontario on May 8th. W.A. Newman, Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, CPR, was in charge of the operation. Experts 
from each railway department were present to make the necessary tests 
and checks. The run was accomplished smoothly throughout. Some 
seventy-five railway officials and employees accompanied the train 
from the Angus shops. Porters and stewards who had been selected to 
accompany the train to Vancouver were also on the test run. Officials 
and employees were now confident the Royal Train would do the job 


for which it was intended. 
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The Pilot Train 


While the Royal Train was an impressive spectacle of breathtaking 
beauty, the Pilot Train was a mechanical wonder on wheels! The pri- 
mary purpose of The Pilot Train would be to protect the Royal Train. 
While the Pilot Train would carry members of the press, members of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police would occupy one complete car. 
Excess baggage which could not be carried on the Royal Train would 
also be carried on the Pilot Train. Like the Royal Train, the Pilot Train 
would consist of twelve cars. CNR would furnish seven, including four 
standard sleepers (twelve sections, one drawing room) and three bag- 
gage cars. Two of the baggage cars were specially equipped to carry the 
baggage of the royal party. The third baggage car was converted into a 
unit which included an electric power plant for generating all electric 
current, a dark room for photographic purposes and a postal service sta- 
tion. Point St. Charles shops would prepare the CNR cars for the Pilot 
Train. John Roberts, chief of motive power and car equipment for the 
CNR, directed the work preparing the CN locomotives and cars for the 
Royal and Pilot Trains. Furnishings, decoration, interior and exterior 
colour schemes of the cars were designed by John Schofield, chief 
architect of the CNR. Material for the drapes and upholstery in Their 
Majesties’ cars was selected by Mrs. George Pape, Lady-in-Waiting to 
Her Excellency Lady Tweedmuir. Over at the CPR’s Angus shops, five 
cars would be furnished. They included two standard sleepers, a diner, 
a combination baggage-and-sleeper and one lounge car, “River Clyde,” 
which would occupy the rear of the Pilot Train. Exteriors of the cars 
would remain in the standard colours of the two railways that furnished 


the cars. 
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In Canada the Pilot Train would run thirty minutes ahead of the 
Royal Train. During the movement over the United States, the time was 
reduced to fifteen minutes. 

At any one given time there would be 114 persons aboard the Pilot 
Train. The British Broadcasting Corporation, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, as well as journalists from the United States, 
France and Australia were on board the train. Telephones were also 


wired to each car of the Pilot Train. 
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Side view of six completed Royal Train cars, Montreal, Quebec. 
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Consist 1939 Royal Train 


CP Baggage Car 4473 

CP Baggage Sleeper 4484 

CN Dining Car 1330 

Cr sliceping Cam “Viceroy 

CP Chambrette Car “Grand Pre” 
CN Business Car #99 

CN Atiantic #1196 

CP Wentworth 

GN Paciic 71197 

CP Chambrette Car “Grand Manan” 
CN Car No. 2 (Gov. General’s Car) 
CN Car No. | (Gov. General’s Car) 
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Royal cypher located on Car No. 1. 
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Consist 1939 Pilot Train 


CN Baggage Car 8726 

CN Baggage Car 8719 

CN Baggage Car 8728 

CP Sleeping Car 4489 

CP Diner “Ardencaple” 

CN Sleeping Car “Bowmanville” 
CN Sleeping Car “Edmonton” 
CN Sleeping Car “Kamsack” 
CN Sleeping Car “The Pas” 

CP Sleeping Car “Slocan City” 
CP Sleeping Car “Silverton” 
(Palounve Car “River Clyde” 


Once the cars of the Royal and Pilot Train were inspected, rebuilt, 
tested and out-shopped, all that remained now was the arrival of Their 


Majesties. 


) 
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Royal Coat of Arms located on all Royal Train locomotives. 


Chapter 9 


Westbound Journey 


On May 6, 1939 in Britain, huge throngs of Londoners bid bon 
voyage to the royal couple as they journeyed to the coast. Thousands 
set up an all-night vigil to catch a glimpse of the parade. In Portsmouth, 
as the King and Queen drove through the gaily decorated streets, they 
were met with exuberant shouts, of “Happy Voyage,” and “Don’t let 
the Canadians keep you.” This would be the first trip across Canada by 
a reigning monarch and the first of fifteen by the Queen. The tour, 
coming only two and a half years after Edward VIII's traumatic 
abdication, would hopefully re-establish the permanency of the 
monarchy in the minds of Canadians. 

Waiting stately in the port of Portsmouth was the Empress of 
Australia under the capable command of Captain A.R. Meikle and his 
all British crew. For eleven days, this ship would be the Royals source 
of relaxation in preparation for the forthcoming arduous Canadian tour. 
During the crossing, the King, an ardent candid camera fan, leaned 
against the ship’s railing to get photos of icebergs. Nearby, keenly 
observing, the Queen wore a Canadian parka to shield her from the cold 


Atlantic wind. 
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Escorting the Empress of Australia, were two war ships, HMS 
Southampton and HMS Glasgow. A shocking revelation came to light 
thirty years later in 
David J. Carter’s book, 
Prairie Wings. Gold 


bullion was carried by 


the two war ships 
accompanying Their 
Majesties. Highly 
secretive, the gold 
would be shipped to 
Ottawa for safekeeping 


and for the vital 

| purchase of war 
equipment from the 
f USA. Meanwhile on 
“| the bridge of the 

| Empress, Captain 


Meikle and his crew 


- Couric: sy Canada Science and Technol ei Mu Aira MAYS let their guard 
The king and queen journey to Canada 
on board the Empress of Australia. down as the voyage 


encountered dense fog 
and the ongoing threat of icebergs. On numerous occasions the ship 
would have to slow down or stop to avert the ever-present danger. 
Delayed by these oceanic challenges, tour officials in Canada were 
advised the ship’s arrival would be two days later than planned. Panic! 


All the royal functions were meticulously in place. Now officials had 
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good reason to panic! A flurry of activity ensued with organizers 
meeting quickly to resolve this dilemma. Tour arrangements were 
modified in Ottawa which would prevent massive unsettling changes to 
the cross-Canada itinerary that was already firmly in place. Quick 
thinking and planning saved the day! 

As the Empress of Australia broke waves westward, Canada’s vast 
land mass eventually appeared on the distant horizon. His Majesty, in a 
gesture of appreciation, summoned Captain Meikle to decorate the 
captain and accord him the rank of Commander of the Royal Victorian 
Order. Their Majesties, appreciating his efforts to bring them safely to 
Canada, presented Captain Meikle with leather-framed photographs of 
themselves, autographed and bearing the Royal Crest. He was also 
presented with a silver cigarette box bearing the Royal Monogram in 
gold. Deeply moved, Captain Meikle graciously accepted Their 
Majesties’ thoughtful generosity and kindness. 


“How well will we 


be received?” figured = 
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frequently in the minds 


of Their Majesties. 
“Will French 
Canadians react 


positively to the visit 


of a reigning monarch 
from Britain?” Their 


questions would be 


answered shortly as = ) 1 Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board 


5 = ' i i int 
the Empress of Their Majesties arrive at Wolfe Point Cove, Quebec. 
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Australia neared its destined landing, 
Wolfe’s Cove, Quebec, on Wednesday, 
May17th. On the hillsides, men and women 
stood bareheaded in the golden sunlight and 
wept. A joyous royal red carpet welcome 


awaited Their Majesties as they 


disembarked and stepped onto Canadian 


to their 


soil! Greeting the King and Queen was 


traciouslaiesties Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King, 


who now and throughout the tour would 


Source: Internet 


Brochure welcoming enjoy the spotlight. Governor General 
ihe ieMajesties: Tweedsmuir was noticeably absent. 
Mackenzie King insisted the Governor General’s only official function 
for the tour would be in Ottawa. Protocol was, however, observed with 
Mackenzie King’s Quebec Lieutenant, Ernest Lapointe, standing beside 
the Prime Minister in the receiving line. From the outset of the Royal 
Tour, Their Majesties could breathe a sigh of relief dispelling their 
unfounded fears of Canadian non-acceptance. Crowds in Quebec 
greeted their King and Queen with jubilant fervour! “Her pictures don’t 
begin to do her justice,” one Quebec woman observed. Fashion- 
conscious, London dressmaker, Norman Hartnell, created two colours 
to be used in the Queen’s high profile fashions: Regina blue and 
Mayflower lilac. The Queen’s radiant personality, along with a flair for 
beautiful fashion, endeared her to royal watchers throughout the world. 
When the tour left Quebec City on May 18th, the Royals wondered if 
they would also be received positively in Montreal. In a matter of a few 


hours they soon would have their question answered. 
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Quebec City station. 


Eugene Leclerc 


For locomotive engineer Eugene Leclerc, Thursday, May 18, 1939 
started out routinely, as it had done so for the past forty-eight years. 
Eugene washed, shaved, dressed and got into his coveralls, ready for 
work. This morning, however, was uniquely different for the senior 
CPR locomotive engineer. His usual grimy coveralls and hat were 
brand new. Eugene’s long, distinguished career was fast coming to a 
close with retirement on the horizon. For most of his career this veteran 
engineer handled passenger trains from Montreal to Quebec City with 


one of the speedy CPR Hudson locomotives in his charge. However, 
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this morning routine was overridden by royalty. Eugene knew months 
in advance that he would be at the throttle of the Royal Train from 
Quebec City to Montreal. As was the case with all locomotive 
engineers assigned Royal Tour duties, Eugene was selected, based on 
an impeccable safety record and smooth train-handling skills. Years of 
experience, along with good interpersonal skills, were also applicable 
factors in the selection process. But this wasn’t Eugene’s first royal 
rendezvous. As a fireman in 1901, he had been selected for the Royal 
Train carrying the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, who later 
became King George V and Queen Mary. However on this May 18th 
morning, he would be the locomotive engineer on the Royal Train for 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. Eugene had recalled that his first 
tour of duty with royalty passed without any unusual incidents and he 
expected that to be the case with the royal assignment awaiting him. 
Accompanying Eugene in the cab would be Frank Patenaude, the 


fireman selected for the trip. 


Source: Dave Shaw 


Side view of CPR 2850. 
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Brightly decorated CP 2850 Hudson with twelve royal blue cars sat 


regally on the Quebec City station track as Eugene and Frank 
approached. The 


significance of this 
trip was also very 
obvious with the 
hordes of officials, 
inspectors, policemen \j 
and railway 
employees present. 
Eugene and Frank set 
their kit bags on the 


ground at the base of 


the locomotive steps. res Sa Be Soe 
Engineer's forward view from the cab of a Royal Hudson. 
After Frank climbed 
into the cab, Eugene handed the kit bags up to Frank. Eugene stayed on 
the ground while Frank handed him the familiar long spouted oil can. 
Both engineer and fireman knew that their routine inspection would be 
merely going through the motions as the Royal Train and locomotive 
CP 2850 had been thoroughly inspected prior to their arrival for duty. 
But they went through the inspections like they had done a thousand 
times previously. 

Inspections prior to departure were mandatory and neither crew 
member questioned the need and importance of this mandatory aspect 
of their duties. In the cab, Frank opened the fire door to check the fire. 
He also checked the steam pressure gauge to see that the pressure was 


holding at 275 pounds per square inch. Frank then climbed on top of 
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the freshly painted royal tender, opening the lid to ascertain the water 
level was at the ‘full’ mark. The heaped-high, specially treated coal had 
its own special reflective glisten in the morning sunshine. On the 
ground, oil can in hand, Eugene carefully inspected the drivers, cross 
head, cylinder rods and all the other exterior mechanical components of 
the giant steed in his care. Rag in hand, Eugene wiped off any excess 
oil that oozed from the point of his application. Not surprisingly, every 
part and component looked in first-class condition. CPR’s Angus shop 
staff had done a first class job readying the locomotives and cars for 
this special assignment. 

With his inspection completed, Eugene Leclerc gripped the 
aluminum handrails and climbed into the immaculately cleaned 
locomotive cab. The brass casings around the numerous gauges were 
polished to pristine perfection. Eugene knew that fingerprints on the 
highly shined throttle and brake levers would be unacceptable. Brand 
new gloves were issued for this special occasion. Eugene checked all 
the gauges to ensure the readings were at the prescribed levels. He then 
conducted a brakes test, first with the train brake, followed by a test of 
the locomotive brake. The air gauges revealed no leaks in the air 
system and when the train brake was placed back in the “running” 
position, the air pressure came back up to its required pressure reading. 
Traditional warmth from the boiler’s back head permeated the cab. 
Steam’s sweet smell filtered in through the open cab windows. The 
soothing, contented, muffled, clicking sound of boiler, cylinders and 
piping soon gave way to Conductor A. Turgeon’s hearty greeting as he 
climbed into the cab. Train orders and clearance were reviewed, 


followed by the obligatory comparison of each crew member’s railroad 
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watch. As Conductor Turgeon was about to leave the cab, Frank 
Patenaude teasingly asked him if he would be having tea in Car No. | 
with Their Majesties. “Oh no,” was the quick reply, “I get to ride in the 
second baggage car!” Peering out the cab window, Eugene Leclerc was 
asked by an official on the ground if he knew every tree and bush along 
the route to Montreal? With his French-Canadian accent, Leclerc 
replied, “Well no, but I think I can guarantee you that I won’t lose 
Their Majesties between Quebec and Montreal.” 

Peering back along the train, Eugene Leclerc now noticed the 
previous platform beehive of activity had receded. All was in readiness 
now. With the “clear to proceed” hand signal from Conductor Turgeon, 
Eugene released the brakes, placed the reverser in the forward position, 
rang the bell, blew the whistle with two long blasts and gently pulled 
the throttle out a few inches. Eugene watched the ground for 
movement, as the trusty Hudson started to lazily creep forward, so 
smoothly that occupants in the cars behind were at first unaware the 
train was even moving. Such was the touch of the master’s hand! As 
the train picked up speed with each advance of the handgripped throttle, 
the Royal Tour of 1939 was underway on the railway right-of-way. 
History, at that very moment, was made as this was the first train in 
Canada to ever have members of reigning British royalty as passengers, 
in addition to being the first train in the British Empire outside of Great 
Britain itself to have as passengers the King and Queen. 

Their Majesties in Car No. | were pleased with the decorum of 
their palace on steel wheels, which would be their home for the next 
month. Every detail had been attended to, ensuring Their Majesties’ 


comfort. Canadian books adorned the library so the Royals could 
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leisurely read. At a quick glance there were the poems of Bliss 
Carman, The Constitution of Canada, by W.P.M. Kennedy and The 
French Canadian Today by Col. Wilfred Bovey. Shortly after boarding, 
Their Majesties were greeted by Chief Steward Notley who graciously 


offered them refreshments. 


Courtesy Canada Science and Tec hnology Museum 


Chief Steward Notley arranging the king’s wines. 


Engineer Leclerc was fully aware of his train orders. The Pilot 
Train, led by CP locomotive 2851, was thirty minutes ahead of his 
train. The Pilot Train, with engineer J. Prevost, had right over all trains, 


including the Royal Train. If the Pilot Train encountered problems, 
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ers] 
Cable Y’ Hate Diner 


$7.00 


Stee ae : 
(Please do not request substitution on this Menu) 


Iced Tamato and Celery Tonic 


Cream of Fresh Mushrooms, Baldissera Cold or Hot Consomme 


Choice 
Halibut Steak Saute, Bretonne 
Broiled Old Fashion Lamb Chop 
Fresh Mushrooms and Sliced Ham, Club Style 
Roast Beef au Jus 
Gold Chicken Loaf, Buffalo Tongue with Sliced Tomato and 
Romain Salad 
Cold Lobster, Mayonnaise 


New Carrots Glace or Young Cabbage, Bonne Femme 
Mashed, Boiled or Fondante Potatoes 
Choice 
Napolitain Ice Cream, Strawberry Sauce Cherry Tart 
Lemon Pudding Souffle Swiss Cheese 
“Gea Goffee DVMlk 


| 


Cable YHote Dimer 
$7.50 


Choice 
Melan a l’Angostura Cherrystone Clams, Spice Sauce 


Cream of Fresh Mushrooms, Baldissera 
Essence Madrilene aux Diablotins or Gold Strained Gurto 


Darne of Gaspe Salmon Hollandaise and Pomme Vapeur 
Choice 


Poached Young Pullet with Mother Nocdles and Sauce Supreme 
Grenadine of Baby Lamb Kernel Saute a lEstragon 
Broiled Beef T-Bone Steak and Sauce Chateau 
Gold Veal and Ham Pie with Sliced Turkey, Chutney 
Cold Lobster, Mayonnaise 


Cauliflower Polonaise or String Beans 


Mashed, Boiled or Delmonico Potatoes Au Gratin 


Asparagus Tips Salad, C. N. R, Dressing 


Choice 
Blueberry or Rhubarb Pie Fresh Strawberries a la Mode 
Partait Napolscain Crepes Suzette Cheese and Crackers 


Demi “Gasse 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


A royal menu. 
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requiring a stop to be made, the flagman riding on the rear observation 
car would be required to immediately take his red flag and walk back 
three thousand feet to stop any oncoming train. That being the case, 
Engineer Leclerc would have to be constantly vigilant for the flagman. 
On-board radios to contact train dispatchers were non existent in the 
1930s. Ina short time the splendent Royal Train reached track speed 
with all systems in the cab of 2850 working perfectly. Fireman 
Patenaude activated the mechanical stoker to send additional coal from 
the tender into the firebox whenever steam pressure started to drop. 
Frequently monitoring the water sight glass, he would activate the 
injectors to maintain an adequate amount of water in the boiler. 
Firemen throughout the CPR network loved firing Hudsons because 
they were easy to fire without any of the peculiarities found in some 
other steam locomotives. 

Having left the Quebec City station at 8:30 a.m., Leclerc checked 
his watch as the trip progressed. A fifteen-minute stop at 10:45 a.m. 
was scheduled for Three Rivers. With coal and water added at Three 
Rivers, the Royal Train whisked its way westward. By 1 OO iitesascton 
indicating Montreal yard limits came into view. As he had done many 
times before at this exact location, Leclerc backed off the throttle in his 
left hand while taking a ten-pound reduction of air off the train brake. 
The colourful twelve-car consist carrying Their Majesties and 
entourage began to slowly reduce speed without even causing a ripple 
in the dining car’s water glasses. Throttle closed now, Eugene Leclerc 
glided the regal beauty to a gentle Stop at the Montreal station. 
Leclerc’s royal assignment was over. Transporting Their Majesties was 


truly the highlight of his career; a career that was rapidly closing for the 
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veteran locomotive engineer as retirement beckoned. For Their 
Majesties, this was a wonderful beginning to their vast unseen vistas of 


Canada while at the same time meeting their jubilant loyal subjects. 


22 ot 5 


Bee we) sy } 
Opie 

’ & Aaa! a 

Ne ets vie er mene | ~ . 


¥ 


Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, at the door of Car No. 1 in Montreal, Quebec. 


The royal welcome in Montreal equalled the greetings in Quebec 
City. Huge crowds had massed for a glimpse of their King and Queen. 
In Montreal, thousands of people lined the streets. Sixty-four thousand 
schoolchildren enthusiastically greeted their sovereigns! 

French-Canadian animosity to the crown was nowhere evident. 


Their Majesties abruptly but graciously left a banquet table midway 
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through a royal dinner to greet a wildly enthusiastic Montreal crowd. 
As the young King and Queen stepped out onto the balcony of the 
Windsor Hotel, the crowd went hysterical with joy! The double line of 
soldiers who were desperately keeping one hundred thousand royal 
watchers in restraint let their guard down to lift their hats and cheer 
wildly along with the crowd. Pomp and ceremony waited at the next 
stop, the nation’s capital, Ottawa, Ontario. 

Staff on the Pilot and Royal Trains were advised in advance that 
their services would eniail long hours with few breaks. They knew full 
well that nothing short of excellent performance would be expected of 
them to ensure success of the tour. The on-board porters of both trains 
worked day and night making sure each person in their care was 
attended to cheerfully and professionally. Seven porters were assigned 
to the two special trains. When one looks at the photos, it can be seen 
that the same porter was always assigned to Car No. 1, assisting the 
King and Queen entering or leaving the train. Whenever the trains 
arrived at a station, the porters were very visible standing by their 
assigned car, waiting to assist their patrons. In addition, porters were 
responsible for making beds, brushing coats, shining shoes, handling 
baggage, operating steam heating equipment and air-conditioning 
controls, preparing refreshments and answering a muriad of questions 
from the patrons in their care. One might wonder with all these duties, 
when did these dedicated men ever have the Opportunity to sleep? On 
both the Royal and Pilot Trains the efforts of the porters were worthy of 
high praise. 
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Royal Train porters. 


Their Majesties were supplied with a list of the all the employees 
on the two trains. Canadian National Railway listed the porters assigned 
to the tour as follows: 

P.S. Corbin, Montreal 
H. Davidson, Montreal 
C.E. Blue, Montreal 
R.S. Strong, Winnipeg 
W.H. Lawrence, Halifax 
R.M. de Freitas, Montreal 
The catering arrangements for the Royal Train throughout the tour 


of Canada and the United States were entrusted to the Dining Car 
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Department of the Canadian National Railway. Selection of provisions, 
the planning of menus, preparation of food and the actual service of 
meals would be carried out by a staff of well-trained and experienced 
men under the personal supervision of W.W. Swinden, General 
Superintendent, Sleeping and Dining Car Services. Mr. Swinden was 
on the Royal Train throughout the entire tour. 

Chef Instructor James P. Morgan was assigned as the personal chef 
to Their Majesties. He was chef on the CNR special train that carried 
the Duke of Windsor, when as the Prince of Wales he travelled to High 
River, Alberta, in 1924 to visit the E.P. Ranch. Morgan was also chef 
on a special CNR train for Queen Marie of Romania. At ninety minutes 
notice, on Queen Marie’s birthday, Chef Morgan and his staff prepared 
a truly regal luncheon based on a fillet mignon which was accorded 
high praise by Her Majesty. That special meal was prepared in 
Northern Ontario, far from any centre of supplies. During his previous 
twenty years of service with Canadian National, Morgan had served all 
of the Governors-General of that period. 

Wilfred Notley, of Ottawa, had the honour of being Their 
Majesties’ personal steward, serving them meals in the royal dining 
room in Car No. 2. Notley had been steward on the Governor General’s 
car for the past two years. 

Chef T.G. Gear was in charge of the kitchen in the dining car of the 
Royal Train. He had nineteen years of service with CN at the time of 
the tour. 

B.A. Warrington, of Montreal, was the steward of the dining car. 
Both Gear and Warrington had experience serving royalty, having been 


assigned to the Prince of Wales’ train in 1924. Fred Conway, of 
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Montreal, was the chef of the car in which the Lord Chamberlain 
occupied. J.C. Reid of Montreal was the steward of the car. 

Assistant chefs on the Royal Train included: C. Petitpas, Toronto; 
P.A. Hoadley, Halifax; Joseph Farrington, Winnipeg; and F. Gibson of 
Halifax. 

Waiters assigned were: R. Godfrey, Winnipeg; F. Skinner, 
Winnipeg; J.G. Phelan, Halifax; W.R. Verge, Halifax; R. Pratt, 


Toronto; E. Lemay, Montreal; and L. Berube, of Montreal. 
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Chef Tom Gear and kitchen crew on diner of the Royal Train. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technolo 


The potato peelers on the Royal Train. 


yy Museum 


Additional staff included: M. Maltaise, Montreal, pantry man; E. 


Pink, Montreal, storekeeper; Paul. E. Tasse, Ottawa, barber; and S.A. 
Bilodeau, Montreal, baggage agent. 


Left, Mackenzie King and right, 
Governor General Tweedsmuir 
awaitingTheir Majesties’ arrival. 


arrival of the Empress of 
Australia at Wolfe’s Cove. 
Warmest wishes were extended 
in Ottawa to the King as he 
celebrated his birthday. After the 
Queen laid the cornerstone of the 
new Supreme Court Building, 
she shook hands with three 
construction workers. 
Interviewed later, one of the 
workers remarked, “Ah, what 
beautiful French she speaks! 


Never have I heard such good 
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When the elegant CP 2850 
steamed into Ottawa with locomotive 
engineer W. Dickson at the controls, 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King and 
Governor Tweedsmuir waited on the 
steps of the Parliament Buildings to 
welcome Their Majesties. In 
Parliament, the King gave royal 
assent to nine bills. The three day 
royal visit to Ottawa was gruelling 


because the functions had to be 


spaced closer together, due to the late 


Left: Mackenzie King, right: Queen Elizabeth 
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French like she talks.” At the unveiling of the War Memorial, Her 
Majesty, to the amazement of the press and horror of her security 
guards, plunged into the sea of one hundred thousand First World War 
Veterans. Her small frame disappeared in the throng as she was 
swamped by soldiers who long remembered her compassion and 
kindness to the wounded when she was a little girl at Glamis castle. Her 
Majesty was delighted with the experience! Banner headlines reported 
she had taken a risk that no other president or monarch would 
contemplate. Her reaction was merely, “Canada is so...so uplifting.” 
When asked by one World War I veteran if she was Scottish or English, 
her Majesty replied, “Since I’ve arrived in Quebec, I am Canadian!” 
The royal couple accepted Mackenzie King’s invitation to a private 
lunch at Laurier House. During the tour of the Prime Minister’s 
residence, his dog Pat accompanied the honoured guests. At the dinner 
table, Pat lay at 


the Queen’s feet. 


Mackenzie King 


_| was concerned 
4 that Pat was 


being a nuisance. 
| Her Majesty 

7 Sos assured the 

PFI Prime Minister 
she liked to have 
Pat to put her 


Courtesy Canada Scien = 5 id Technol aa Vuseum eet on. 
Royal Train, Ottawa, Ontario. 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Techr 1ology Museum 


A large crowd is on hand as the Pilot Train arrives in Brockville. Ontario. 

By 6:00 p.m. Sunday, May 21st, the Royal Train was ready to 
depart for Cornwall, Brockville, Kingston and Toronto, Ontario. 
Dressed in her splendent royal cloak, CN 6400, a 4-8-2 streamlined, 
Northern locomotive, would take the Royal Train from Ottawa to 
Brighton, Ontario. Because this portion of the tour was on the CNR 
line, CN motive power was utilized. CN locomotive 6401 headed the 
Pilot Train. The one hour and forty-five minute portion of the run from 
Kingston to Brighton, Ontario required a helper locomotive. CN 
Mountain type (4-8-2) 6019 was added to the Royal Train. From 


Brighton to Toronto, CP 2850 would once again take centre stage, 
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carrying the Royals to Toronto where 1.5 million people managed to 
see the royal couple. Thousands waited up to ten hours in chilly, wet 
weather, a price they were willing to pay to get a first-hand look at their 
new king and queen. As colonel-in-chief, the Queen presented colours 
to the Toronto Scottish Regiment. An Ontario civil servant, who had 
been a shepherd boy on the Glamis estate, met the Queen. He noted she 
was “just the same, but without the pigtails, of course!” Their Majesties 
were delighted to meet the Dionne quintuplets, who gave their 


autographs to the royal couple. 


Dusting the royal car. 
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Thomas Southgate was given the honour of personal chauffeur for 
the Royal Tour. While there were complaints that the vehicle 
procession passed by too quickly, Southgate followed the security 
instructions and maintained a steady twelve miles per hour speed in the 
royal processions. Two McLaughlin-Buicks were built for the tour. 
These sedans were stretched 457 mm, reinforced and made into 
convertibles. Each car had a speaker system enabling the chauffeur to 
communicate with his passengers. These touring cars were sent ahead 
of the tour on the Pilot Train, unloaded and made ready for any road 
travel requirements when the Royal Train arrived. 

Their Majesties were fond of trains and wished to see the 
locomotive that had been assigned to their train for the westward 
journey. When the Queen looked up at CP 2850, it was a case of 
royalty meeting royalty. The royal locomotive in all its glamour 
delighted the Queen! “It is such a lovely engine!” 

Shortly after the Royal Tour’s conclusion, the CPR applied for 
royal assent to place crowns on the running boards of all semi- 
streamlined Hudsons. With royal assent the locomotives were renamed, 
hereafter called, Royal Hudsons. 

After an eight and a half hour stay in Toronto, the Royal Tour train 
steamed westward for Schreiber, Port Arthur, Fort William and arrival 
in Winnipeg at 10:30 a.m. on May 24th. Conductor A.R. Holland and 
trainmen H.J. McColl and W. Brock were pleased with the run from 
Fort William when they booked off duty. Only a few select railroaders 
would ever have the honour of transporting royalty. 

Winnipeg’s population swelled for the event of the century even 


though the heavens unleashed heavy rain. Many worried the royals 
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Source: Dave Lowe collection 


Royal Train, Leaside, Ontario. 


would be hard to see with the touring car’s roof drawn closed. But the 
King insisted on using an open car for the motorcade. Crowds were not 
disappointed! Tens of thousands of Americans from the U.S. converged 
on Winnipeg to see Canada’s 
regal couple. For those unable 
to attend the royal festivities, 
front page stories of the royal 
visit were carried in every 
major newspaper. Radio, 
emerging from its infancy, 
would enable the world to hear 
the King deliver his broadcast 
to the Empire. In the 
broadcast, King George VI 
urged young people to, “Hold 


Gud ' Source 2 10k, " ei Weeeee e nae 
Be Satis Just AN Their Majesties detrain in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
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Source: ae Their Majesties’ Visit to Manitoba 
Their Majesties visiting Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. 


Working as a fireman to put himself through medical school, 
Joseph Boreskie was in his element. He had always loved trains. Firing 


locomotives during his spring-summer breaks from university was a 


bonus. He received his education while at the same time working ina 


railroad environment that 


was a never-ending 


fascination for Joe. To 
capture the lore of all 


things trains, Joe started a 


life-long hobby of taking 
photos. Walking through 


the Brandon roundhouse, 


Courtesy of Archives Canada Camera in hand, Joe met the 
Queen accepting flowers from a little girl. 


Ss 
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foreman. Three shined-to-perfection spiffy locomotives caught Joe’s 


eye. “These three are the backup locomotives for the Royal Tour,” the 


foreman advised Joe. “We 
just finished servicing and 
polishing...the boys on my 
eleven-man crew got right 
at at! 

“Wow, would I ever 
like to get a picture of all 


three locomotives standing 


‘ource: Book, Their Majesties Visit to Manitoba together,’ Joe reluctantly 
War veterans presentation. x 

but hopefully exclaimed. 

“That’s no problem,” said the foreman, “We’ll park them outside 


and you can get a group picture of us all at the same time.” 


Brandon CP shop staff with back up locomotives. 
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oreskie collection, Manitoba Archives 


CP 2850 ready to depart Kemnay, Manitoba. 


History was captured on film on May 24th, as Joe aimed his 
camera at the three locomotives and shop staff. Wearing elephant ears 
for smoke deflection, CPR 4-6-2 locomotives 2340 and 2347 stood 
proudly with CPR Hudson 2848 in the centre behind them, ready for 
duty. Locomotive 2340 would be coupled to 2850 and 2347 to 2851 to 
assist the trains on the 8.2 mile grade from Brandon to Kemnay. CPR 
Hudson 2848 would be on standby if either the Pilot or Royal Train 
locomotives had to be replaced. At each terminal, CP had a Hudson on 
standby for relief on the Royal Tour but at no time were the back-ups 
required, as 2850 and 2851 performed flawlessly during the entire trip 
from Quebec City to Vancouver, F ollowing the photo shoot by Joe, the 
foreman had the three locomotives backed into the shelter of the 
Brandon roundhouse. If it wasn’t for Joe Boreskie and his camera, how 


would we ever relive this important historical flashback? 
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Working westward to Brandon, Manitoba for a twenty minute stop, 
the tour had, by May 24th, been a week long success with three busy 
weeks to follow. Brandon’s population bulged in response to their 
gracious Majesties. Twenty-thousand adults and eleven thousand 
schoolchildren eagerly vied for position in the crowd. The Pilot and 
Royal Trains, along with their helper locomotives, chugged westward 
out of Brandon at 10:30 p.m. A large crowd waved wildly from the 
long bridge as the trains passed underneath, gathering speed for the 
small village of Kemnay, Manitoba. 

“Twas a Manitoba midnight” when both the Pilot and Royal Trains 
bedded down for the night at Kemnay. Locomotives 2850 and 2851, 
however, were backed up, returning to Brandon for servicing while 
2340 and 2347 were attached to the trains, providing steam heating for 
the night. The royal couple and their staff, along with all the members 
of the press, welcomed “nest and rest.” The tour’s full itinerary was an 
ever-constant tugging contrast of excitement and fatigue. Everyone 
needed their rest. Slumber, however, would have to wait for the train 
crews as they stayed on duty the entire night. 

“Sleep perchance to dream...of royal locomotives!” Joe Boreskie 
willingly forfeited sleep on this special occasion. Seizing a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity, young Joe Boreskie cheated the sun by arriving at 
Kemnay before sunrise. The off-duty fireman set up his tripod on the 
deep embankment next to and below where the stately Royal Train was 
parked. He wanted a shot looking upward at locomotive 2850. Joe 
waited patiently for nature to takes its course. Rising to the occasion, 
the sun and clear weather provided Joe with the photo he wanted. 


Click! Click! Click! Engineer Fred Cross recognized Joe and waved 
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from the cab of 2850 as the Royal Train started to creep forward while 


Their Majesties were still in dreamland. 


Source: Dave Shaw collection 


CPR 2850 Royal Train preceded by CPR 2851 


The King was concerned that the extensive itinerary would not 
permit a stop at every location. A communication system from the 
locomotive to Car No. | enabled the locomotive engineer to observe 
crowds gathered, waiting for a glimpse of the Royals. He would slow 
the train, activate the communication signal, and one or both of Their 
Majesties would position themselves on the rear platform of Car No. 1. 
Delighted crowds cheered as they exchanged waves with their King and 
Queen. 

His Majesty had the misfortune of catching one of his fingers in the 
door of Car No. | at Broadview, Saskatchewan. A bandage was 
quickly applied by the on-board doctor and the King continued his tour 
duties without disruption. Look closely at the photos taken on the 
westward prairie portion of the tour and you may see the King’s 


bandaged finger. A more serious medical incident occurred later to a 
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member of the Pilot Train on the eastward leg of the Journey and is 
further broached in chapter Six. 

Both National Railways were a major source of employment for 
thousands of men and women in the first half of the 20th century. 
Generations of families in railway employment was commonplace. The 
Simington brothers, Walter and William, were selected for duty as 


conductors on the 


Royal Train from 
Broadview to Moose 


Jaw and Moose Jaw to 


Swift Current 
respectively. 

CP locomotive 
engineer Jack 
McGregor recalled 
seeing the Royal Train. 
He was assigned an 
eastbound stock train 
from Moose Jaw to 
Broadview. When 


stopped for switching 


duties at Regina, the 
yard foreman instructed 
the crew to make sure 


the stock cars were out 


VY Oc 
The king and queen at Broadview 


Courtes 


of sight. McGregor’s 


orders were to take the 
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CPR 2850 Royal Train, Regina, Saskatchewan. 


siding at Qu’Appelle. Entering the siding at 6:00 a.m. McGregor’s train 
waited for the Royal Train’s passage at noon. “They spiked the 
switches. There was a large crowd on the station platform. The train 
sure was pretty!” recalled McGregor. 

Bearing its royal name proudly, Regina, the Queen City, eagerly 
awaited the arrival of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. People 
came from near and far. City and farm folk alike wanted a glimpse of 
their King and Queen. Mothers dressed their children in their Sunday 
best attire, contrasted with rugged plainsmen wearing sweat-stained 
coveralls, topped off with “five gallon” hats. Saskatchewan’s Premier, 
W.J. Patterson, stood on the Regina station platform, ready to greet the 
royal couple. A seven and a half hour visit in Regina included visits to 


City Hall and the Legislative Building. After the Provincia] reception, 
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the mounted escort took Their Majesties to the Exhibition grounds and 
escorted them around the racetrack where thirty thousand 
schoolchildren from southern Saskatchewan cheered the royal couple. 
The RCMP mounted escort then proceeded to the training depot where 
the RCMP band provided entertainment. Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King looked on proudly. He had the honour of introducing the King 
and Queen to dignitaries throughout the tour. All arrangements for the 
7:00 p.m. dinner at Government House were perfected as Lieutenant 


Governor and Mrs. McNab welcomed the King and Queen. By 8:00 


} 
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» Saskatchewan Archives Board 


The king and queen leaving Regina City Hall. 
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p.m. on May 25th, the 
Royal Train whistled off. 


The last site seen in the 


gathering dusk was the 
Queen standing in the 
doorway, waving to the 


thousands assembled 


along the tracks as far 


Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board 


Their Majesties at the Regina Legislative building. | West as the mounted 
police barracks. 


Engineer George Haigh eased forward slightly on the throttle of CP 
2850 as he approached the fifty miles per hour restriction near Pasqua. 
Fireman W.B. Knox waved to royal well wishers on the station 
platform that served both the Main and Soo line. After whistling for the 
west crossing at Pasqua, Haigh “set up” the brakes of the twelve-car 
Royal Train for the long descending grade into Moose Jaw. In a matter 
of minutes Haigh would 
exchange pleasantries with 
engineer A. Boyce on the 
Moose Jaw station 
platform. Boyce would be 
at the throttle of 2850, 
scheduled to leave in 
thirty minutes. 

With little cash on 


hand from the depths Ov nea Courtesy Shoah ANd eoed 
RCMP band, Regina, 
providing royal tour entertainment. 


Depression, many farm 
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families scrimped and saved for the Moose Jaw trip to see Their 
Majesties. Mixed and regular trains from north and south of the city 
brought full trainloads of eager passengers. The trip by train and seeing 
their King and Queen would be a welcome relief from the stifling rural 
conditions of the thirties. 

Day-long celebrations in Moose Jaw were planned for the visit by 
Their Majesties, even though their stay would be limited to thirty 
minutes. A Royal Visit Committee was set up on Main Street to answer 
queries and coordinate activities. A reviewing stand for dignitaries was 


set up in front of the CPR station. By 4:00 p.m. eight RCMP 
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Saskatchewan Government Telephones gift souvenir of the royal tour. 


constables and their horses appeared. These mounted policemen would 
act as an escort as the royals motored up Main Street. By 7:00 p.m. 
several parades heightened the festivities prior to the arrival of the 
Royals. A massive roar from cheering citizens greeted the King and 
Queen when they stepped from the station and walked to the reviewing 
stand. As a light rain began to fall, Mayor W.P. Johnson apologized to 
the King for the unexpected shower. His Majesty replied, “Oh we 
believe you need it and rest assured it won’t mar our enjoyment of this 
brief visit.” A 640 mixed-voice choir sang the National Anthem with 
one additional verse added by Rev. R. McNaughtan, Minister of Grace 
United Church: 
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God save our Gracious Queen, 


Long live our bonnie Queen, 


God bless our Queen. 


We love her winsome ways, 


We join to sing her praise, 


Smile on her all her days, 


God bless our Queen. 


After introductions of the dignitaries, the royal couple entered the 


touring car and drove north up Main Street. Cheers greeted the King 


and Queen, who waved back in reply. In a second car, as a bonus, the 


crowd was able to see Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King. 
Shortly the royal procession 
reversed direction at the top of 
Main Street and returned to the 
CPR station where their palace 
on wheels awaited them. 
Festivities carried on into the 
night in Moose Jaw, with street 
dancing, a midway, fireworks 
and even a boxing match. The 
festivities continued till five in 
the morning. Farm families left 
by train back to their rural 
abodes, tired but satisfied that 
they had seen the lovely royal 


Season's (reetings 


Mr. and Ars. James ©. Gardiner 


Ottatva, Ontario 


Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board 
Christmas card from 
Mr. and Mrs. James Gardiner 
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couple. Many farm families 
were greeted on their return 


by a jovial collie and the 


long stares of cows waiting 
to be milked. After 


milking, most families fell 


into their beds and slept 


most of the day away. 


e Jaw Public Lib rary and Mc OSE re ies re 


CPR 2850 with railway workers, Moose Jaw, 1939. 


Spirits and hope had been 
elevated from getting a 


glimpse, if only briefly, of their King and Queen. 


utesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


The Royal Train Post Office. At the Tee is ‘Pally’ Pace 
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Earlier on May 25th, RCMP Corporal Fleming and two constables 
from the Swift Current detachment arrived at Waldeck to inspect the 


tracks, the grain elevators and general area where the Pilot and Royal 


Train were slated to be parked later that night. 

A.A. Johnston was selected as the fireman for the Pilot Train from 
Moose Jaw to Swift Current. His January 18, 1974 letter to the author 
is included in part. 


“T retired in Dec. 1956 after 46 years & 4 months on the 
eng. I was also Engr. on the Royal Train 1951, and Engr. on 
the Canadian when it went from MJaw to Broadview. 

Now to fill you in on some of the questions you asked. 
As the engines were running through we had to stop at 
Parkbeg and again at Fauna for water on account of staying 
at Waldeck for the rest of the night. 

We were spotted in the siding at 23:25, had to make an 
exact spot so the reporters could plug in to the wires that 
had been arranged in the passing track for their paper report. 
The Royal Train had to do the same thing but they had a 
direct wire to the Old Country. 

You asked where we slept. No sleeping at Waldeck. We 
had to see the trains were heated and the engines looked 
after, so it was another long night on the prairies. 

You asked about the men in the cab of our eng. There 
was just the engineer and I. But in the 2850, the Master 
Mechanic was along with them. D.A. Fraser was the 
engineer on the Pilot Train. 

Royal Train engineer was Audy Boyce, fireman Geo 
Robertson. 

We were selected on our ability to handle our work and 
then had to receive permission from the Secret Service. ao 
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Waldeck, a small 
quiet village, eight miles 
east of Swift Current, had 


never been exposed to the 
buzz of activity that was 
in store on May 25th. 
When the three Mounties, 


dressed in scarlet tunics, 


arrived in mid-afternoon, | 
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residents who weren’t aware of the overnight royal rest stop certainly 
knew that something important was “in the wind.” By nightfall 
highway road blocks were in place preventing non-resident’s access to 
the community. World War I veteran Norman Dillworth took up his 
position guarding a culvert between Rush Lake and Waldeck, on the 
CPR main line. Interviewed years later in a nursing home, Dillworth 
indicated his job was to see that no one planted any explosives in the 
culvert. Station agent Shattuck turned on the office lights, readying 
himself for the arrival of the two trains. His office, the waiting room 
and freight sheds were immaculately cleaned in preparation for the 
occasion. Fred Asplund, the section foreman, soon arrived with a pail 
of spikes and a long-handled spike hammer. By 11:00 p.m. the light of 
the Pilot Train appeared in the east. A crowd of two hundred gathered 
on the platform wondered why the light was not getting closer. 
Someone in the crowd suggested that maybe the train was stopped at 
Fauna for water. At 11:25 p.m. the Pilot Train eased into the siding. 
Section foreman Asplund ensured the west siding switch was lined 
properly to prevent any other trains from entering the siding. He then 
secured the switch by hammering spikes into the mechanism, 
preventing anyone from moving or tampering with the switch. In the 
station, agent Shattuck dropped the semaphore signal, showing a red 
indication, after the Pilot Train’s last car passed by the station. All eyes 
gazed eastward once again waiting for the Royal Train. Mrs. Shattuck, 
the agent’s wife, prepared coffee, much to the delight of the press core 
on the Pilot Train. By midnight, CP 2850 in all its elegance slowed to a 
walking pace as it passed the station. The last car of the Royal Train 


slowly passed the platform. There was no glimpse of Their Majesties, 
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who were fast asleep. Foreman Asplund spiked the east switch in the 
same manner as he had done previously at the west switch. The Pilot 
and Royal Trains were now secure for the night. Floodlights soon 
illuminated the area. During the night, shadows of Mounties could be 
seen walking the area, carrying large flashlights, their beams scanning 
the right-of-way for any intruders. “All was quiet on the western front.” 
By morning several spectators gathered along the west end of the main 
village road to get a better view of the Royal Train. Foreman Asplund 
removed the spikes from the switches. Other than a few personnel on 
the ground, little activity appeared in the windows of either train. 
Within thirty minutes, all the crowd could see was a trail of black 
smoke rising high into the western sky as the Royal Train faded in the 
distance. Within a few minutes the train would arrive in Swift Current 
while life returned to normal in in the village of Waldeck. In the 
passing years, many newcomers would be unaware that King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth, spent the night...at Waldeck! 

CPR operator Harvey MacAvoy, held the “third trick” job at Swift 
Current. He went on duty at midnight May 26, 1939 and within the 
hour, Moose Jaw train dispatcher Sam Petch rang. Headphones planted 
snugly on his head, Harvey slid the multi-carbon train order into his 
typewriter. After ten minutes he had completed train orders for Engine 
2850 and 2851, authorizing their movement from Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan to Medicine Hat, Alberta. Separate clearances were also 
issued by MacAvoy for Passenger Extra 2851 West and Passenger 
Extra 2850 West, which would be attached to the train orders. 

When the Royal Train arrived in Swift Current at 6:30 a.m. the 


station platform was packed with a throng of five thousand well 
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wishers and 125 service men. As the train came to a halt a band started 
playing enthusiastically! Quickly a plainclothes official held up his 
arms and motioned the band to stop playing. Much to everyone’s 
disappointment, he advised them Their Majesties were fast asleep and 
were not to be disturbed. Swift Current was not an official stop on the 
Tour Itinerary; therefore the royal couple would not be expected to 
make an appearance. The two trains were serviced in Swift Current. 
The town of Shaunavon to the southwest always had a good supply of 
fresh, cold, clean spring water and was happy to oblige when a request 
was made to supply the Royal Tour with an ample supply. Dressed 
smartly in his conductor’s uniform, W.E. “Ed” McCombs gave the 
proceed signal. The disappointed crowd slowly diminished on Swift 
Current’s station platform as the Royal Train picked up speed for 
destinations west. Approaching Maple Creek, the engineer of the Royal 
Train activated a buzzer which alerted the Royals that a crowd was 
standing on the station platform. As the train slowed, the King appeared 
in his dressing gown, waving to the crowd from the observation 
platform on Car No. 1. 

Thirty-five years later, retired CPR conductor Ed McCombs was 


interviewed in his comfortable Medicine Hat home. 


My brother Jim was the conductor on the Pilot Train 
and I was selected for the Royal Train. A month before the 
tour we were called into the superintendent’s office. He 
wanted to see how we looked in our new uniforms. We were 
also given instructions about special hand signals that would 
be used for the tour. Apparently that didn’t work well so by 
the time I was involved, all staff had gone back to standard 
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uniform hand signals. I rode in the baggage car. When one 
of the train staff came into the baggage car to chat I asked 
him what the King and Queen had with their afternoon tea. 
He indicated to my surprise that with their tea they had 
Johnny cake! Johnny cake you know is corn bread. 

After we got out of Medicine Hat in about an hour’s 
time a request came from the royal couple to stop the train 
so they could get some exercise. The King and Queen 
walked the length of the train to the locomotive. Engineer 
“Scottie” Morrison and 
John Jones the fireman 
stepped down from the 
locomotive when they 
saw Their Majesties 
approaching. Removing 
their hats in respect on 
approach of the royal 
couple, the Queen 
quickly said, “Put your : 
hats on gentlemen you Serhietalliet 
can’t be an engineer and Left, Conductor Ed McCombs. 

; At the right is the author 
fireman without your 
hats!” The engine crew was so surprised to hear the 
Queen’s remarks, I swear Scottie Morrison’s handlebar 
moustache went vertical on his face! Her comment put 
everyone at ease. The Queen was really delightful! She then 
remarked, “Mr. Morrison your name came to my attention 
when I reviewed the crew list today.” At that moment there 
was silence and everyone in the party became a bit nervous. 
“Tell me Mr. Morrison are you any relation to a Mr. 
Morrison who worked in the stables at Glamis castle?” 
Scottie replied, “Your Majesty that was my grandfather.” 
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The Queen was pleased that she had made the connection 
with his last name and of course Scottie Morrison was proud 
too! 

On the Royals’ walk back toward their personal car, the 
King was curious about several gophers on a mound in a 
pasture next to the right-of-way. The Queen stayed near the 
train while the King started to climb through the barbed wire 
fence. “Bertie, do be careful,” she called out to him. She 
really was concerned about him. We all got a chuckle that 
the Queen called the King, Bertie. When the King 
approached the mound, all the gophers flicked their tails and 
dove back into their holes of course. After everyone was 
back on board, I gave Scottie the proceed signal. I looked 
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The Royal Train arrives in Calgary with the Honour Guard on the platform. 
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back and as we pulled away I saw three gophers standing on 
their hind legs, peering curiously at the train, wondering 
what the heck that was all about! 

When we arrived in Calgary there was a delay of some 
kind. The King and Queen remained on the rear platform of 
their car waiting for the okay to detrain. Soon there was a 
commotion coming from one of the cars ahead in the 
consist. We could hear workmen using a hammer banging 
on a piece of equipment. Obviously something wasn’t 
working and with each loud bang of the hammer some 
colourful language followed. The Queen was very curious so 
she decided on her own to leave the train and track down the 
noise. Three cars down she saw the two workmen 
underneath the car struggling with an ice door that wouldn’t 
open. 

She bent down and asked the workers, “Gentlemen 
please tell me what you are working at?” The workers 
looked up and to their amazement were eyeball to eyeball 
with the Queen. They told her the door was stuck and went 
on to explain the process of how the ice was placed into the 
compartments for the air conditioning on the train. “How 
interesting,” was her reply. “I am so pleased to have learned 
more about it! Thank you gentlemen.” When the Queen 
proceeded back to their car the men continued banging with 
their hammers but without the use of any foul language. The 
workers under the car that day never in their life expected to 
meet the Queen. 

I really enjoyed the trip on the Royal Train from Swift 
Current to Calgary. It really was the highlight of my railway 
Career 


Meeting retired conductor Ed McCombs was an enjoyable 


experience for both my friend Neil Puckett and me. Near the end of the 
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interview Ed got up to get a drink of water in the kitchen. From the 
kitchen we heard his wife sternly ask, “Have they left yet?” Shaking 
Ed’s hand we cheerfully thanked him for the interview. We could see 
Ed was very comfortable sharing his story with us. Staying any longer 
to chat was, however, not in the cards. As we stepped to the door, Ed 
also indicated he had only been interviewed once by the press shortly 
after the tour. But we knew it definitely was time to bid Ed goodbye. 
When we got back into my °68 Chevy we chuckled at Mrs. McComb’s 
negative reaction to our presence. But we got the story and that’s what 
really mattered. 

Calgary gave Their Majesties a Royal Western Welcome! An 
estimated two hundred thousand people lined the parade route in a city 
which had a population of eighty-four thousand in 1939. A colourful 
party of Blackfoot Indians showed the King and Queen a large gilt- 
framed picture of Queen Victoria and medals presented to their 
grandfathers from this Queen. The short two hour visit in Calgary came 
to a close when Their Majesties bade farewell and boarded the Royal 
Train for the beautiful Rocky Mountains and Banff, Alberta. 

Banff was a scheduled rest day for the Royals, where they were 
guests at the famous CPR Banff Springs Hotel. From a security 
standpoint, staying at the hotel enabled the police to block off public 
access to the hotel to ensure Their Majesties’ privacy. Enjoying the 
beauty of the Rockies, the King and Queen looked forward to a walk on 
a path in the fresh, spring, mountain air. Behind them a short distance 
away, an RCMP constable walked along, keeping a watchful eye. The 
King turned to the constable and with a smile advised him that they 


wished to walk by themselves. The constable complied of course, but 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Techr ology Museum 
The king and queen detraining at Banff, Alberta. 
The Pilot Train observation car is in the background. 


was a bundle of nerves until he observed their safe return. A break from 
the watchful public eye was most welcome by the Royals who, like all 
members of the tour, were under constant strain and pressure to 
perform their duties with due diligence. The Royal and Pilot Trains 
were stabled in the Garden Tracks at Banff. Locomotives 2850 and 
2851 were turned on the wye at Banff, then proceeded east back to 
Calgary’s Alyth shops for a thorough inspection, coaling, cleaning and 
servicing. Two G3e Pacific 4-6-2s, 2356 and 2357 were coupled to the 


trains, providing steam heat for some of the royal staff and the press 
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CPR 2850 serviced at Alyth Yard, Calgary, Alberta. 


corps, who together with the RCMP security detail slept on the two 
trains. 

During their Banff visit, Norman Sanson led the King and Queen to 
the top of Tunnel Mountain where they could see the splendour of the 
Rockies from a high vantage point. A fire lookout was located on top of 
the mountain. For some time afterwards, the fire lookout became 
known as the “King’s Lookout” in memory of the visit. In Banff, the 
Queen was momentarily startled when a ten-year-old school girl tossed 
a bouquet of wildflowers into the open royal car. The driver slammed 
on the brakes. Regaining her composure, the Queen rose and gave a 
friendly wave to the horrified girl to reassure her. After a relaxing two 
day stay at Banff, the royal couple attended a church service on 
Sunday, May 28th. They left Banff at 10:35 a.m. for a road trip to 
Lake Louise where the Royals had lunch in the railway’s Chateau Lake 


Louise, which was not yet open for the busy summer season. A visit 
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Source: Omer Lavallee collection 


The Royal Train, westbound, in the Canadian Rockies. 


was made to the Continental Divide after which the King and Queen 


boarded the Royal Train waiting for them at Field, British Columbia. 


Their Majesties and staff on 
both the Royal and Pilot Trains were 
awed at the gorgeous scenery of the 
Rockies from their trains’ windows. 
Slowly the two trains wound their 
way around and upward toward 


Beavermouth where two additional 


locomotive helpers would be added. : 


The two Selkirk ip l a oe l 0-45 were Source: Nick Morrant collection 
The Royal Train, westbound, in the 


Canadian Rockies. 
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the largest and heaviest locomotives on the CPR. Each weighed in at 
350 tons and were designed to pull heavy manifests over the Rockies. 
Locomotive 5919 would lead the triple-header over the Roger’s Pass 
with engineer Jock Rutherford at the controls. Stanley Lea fired the 
behemoth oil fired wonder, another success story of designer, H.B. 
Bowen. Their Majesties requested permission to ride the helper 
locomotive from Beavermouth to Stoney Creek, B.C. Queen Elizabeth, 
whose charm and beauty endeared her to Canadians, won the hearts of 
Engineer Rutherford and Fireman Lea. Her Majesty occupied the seat 
directly behind Lea, while His Majesty sat directly behind her on a seat 
specially fitted and designed behind the left-side door. Nervous at first, 
the Queen’s smile won Fireman Lea over very quickly. Engineer 
Rutherford was amazed at the King’s vast knowledge of steam 
locomotives during their conversation in the cab. Deep throated huff 


puffs of exhaust shot skyward into the cold mountain air as the three 


md 
Naas 


evelstoke Railway Museum 


Royal Train crew, Field, B.C. 
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Courtesy SSVSEIORE Te sum 
CPR 5919 helper locomotive, Beavermouth, B.C. 
Left to right: Stan Lea, fireman; Jack Rutherford, engineer and unknown. 


locomotives dug in for the challenging climb, their driving wheels 
straining as the track creaked beneath the weight and strain of steel 
against steel. Upon completion of the cab ride, Her Majesty remarked, 
“That was a thrilling experience!” 

After a short stop in Kamloops, the Royal Train arrived in 
Vancouver with Engineer T.W. Fee 
bringing CP 2850 to a stop in 
typical Vancouver rain. Both 
Hudson locomotives 2850 and 285] 
had made history in the annuls of 
Canadian railroading, having 


completed the journey from Quebec 


to Vancouver without a change of 


Source: Nick Morrant collection 


locomotives. The CPR had good CPR 5919 helper locomotive with 
the queen and king in the cab. 
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Royal Train with two helper locomotives crossing Stoney Creek bridge. 
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The Royal Train arrives in Vancouver in the rain. 
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Source: Omer Lavallee 
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Royal Train CPR 2850 entering yard, Vancouver, B.C. 
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reason to boast of the locomotives’ success. Designer H.B.Bowen was 
not surprised. He was confident the two Hudsons would do the job that 
was required of them. And they did, splendidly! 

Rain didn’t dampen the spirits of the thousands who welcomed 
Their Majesties to the west port city at 10:00 a.m. on May 29th. 
Commercial buildings were appropriately decorated for the royal 
visitors. Spencer Department Store on West Hastings was festooned 
with flags. Headlines in the Province, read, “Greatest Day in the City’s 
Whole History.” Their Majesties officially opened the Lions Gate 
Bridge. Twenty-five thousand Scots serenaded the Queen with old 
Scottish airs, bringing tears to her Majesty’s eyes. Although they didn’t 
have citizenship in the British Empire, thousands of Orientals, most of 


them youngsters, waved Union Jacks. The royal visit was also 
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Their Majesties arrive in Vancouver to be greeted by Mayor Telford. 


Courtesy Vancouver City Archives 


The queen and Mrs. Telford walking past Car No. 4. 
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The queen chatting with Mayor J. Lyle Telford 
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celebrated with a street dance in Chinatown. Vancouver residents were 
endeared to the King when he noted, “I think Vancouver is the place to 
lives” 

CP steamship Princess Marguerite ushered the King and Queen 
through the Strait of Georgia to Victoria where Their Majesties were 
struck by the beauty of the city and the Island. The ever-present 
Mackenzie King noted the trip to Victoria was a crowning gem. 

On Wednesday, May 3lst, at New Westminster B.C., the CNR 
would take centre stage in transporting King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth on the eastward, return portion of the cross-Canada tour. 
Many more miles lay ahead. There were still thousands of Canadians 


waiting and wishing to see their King and Queen. 
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Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board 
A rare photo with added notes showing 
King George VI with a bandaged finger. 


Chapter 6 


Riding the Varnish East and South 


The eastward Royal Journey began not on rail but on water as the 


royal couple left Victoria on the S.S. Prince Robert. Their Majesties 


spent two hours on the 
bridge with Captain H.E. 
Snedden. Enchanted with the 
islands in the panoramic 
waters of the Gulf of 
Georgia, the Queen asked 
Captain Snedden, “Could we 
buy one of those islands?” 


Smiling broadly, the 


1 Captain replied, “Buy them, 
Your Majesty? They’re all 
yours now!” 

In New Westminster, B.C., 
CNR locomotive 5117 stood 


ready for duty eastbound on 


E the Royal Train, to 


Courtesy Canada Science and yvuseun Kamloops Junction. Built by 
CNR 5117, Royal Train, New Westminster, B.C. 
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CNR 5117 waiting at New Westminster to take the Royal Couple eastward. 


Courtesy Canada Science and Techni logy Museum 


W.R. Edgett, with 30 years of service, was a CNR brakeman on the Pilot Train. 
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Montreal Locomotive Works in 1919, this locomotive was a Pacific, 
Class J-4-d with a 4-6-2 wheel arrangement. Their Majesties would 
board at 3:40 p.m. on May 3 lst for the return portion of the tour on 
CNR tracks. The Royal and Pilot Trains had been thoroughly 
examined, serviced and cleaned by CNR workers after their arrivals in 
Vancouver. The last act of the crew was to polish the blue and silver 
exterior to a high gloss. Before departure the Royal Train appeared 
every bit as spic and span as the day it came fresh from the Montreal 


shops. 


Press party, Pilot Train. 


Vancouver engineer L. Meehan was well underway with CNR 
locomotive 5118 on the Pilot Train. Consolidation locomotive (2-8-0), 
9510 led the Pilot Train consist from New Westminster to Port Mann. 


After Chilliwack. there would be no further official stops. Pilot 
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Press conference in the observation car on the Pilot Train. 
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Passenger Extra 
5118 east would 


have right over 
all trains — even 
the Royal Train, 
thirty minutes 


behind. 
On any 


given train trip, 


crews know from 
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Press staff rushing out of the Pilot Train to get their stories experience, the 
telephoned/telegraphed to their home offices. 
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The royal couple stops for fresh air, Mt. Robson. 


unexpected can occur 


and must be dealt 
with promptly. The 
Pilot Train had 
progressed from Blue 
River on its journey 
to Jasper when 
medical personnel 
were alerted. Mrs. 
Thompson, travelling 


on the Pilot Train, 


began experiencing 
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severe abdominal pain. Mrs. Thompson removed from the Pilot Train 
with a case of appendicitis. 
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She was carefully placed on a stretcher. The Pilot Train was met by an 
ambulance. After the Pilot Train stopped, staff transferred her from the 
train to the waiting ambulance. Later it was confirmed Mrs. Thompson 
had suffered an appendicitis attack. 

CN locomotive 6057 pulled the Royal Train and 6058 the Pilot 
Train from Kamloops Junction to Jasper, Alberta. While locomotive 
6047 was assigned Royal Train duty from Jasper, Alberta to Nakina, 
Ontario, locomotive 6048 headed the Pilot Train. These Mountain-type 
locomotives were built by Montreal Locomotive Works in 1930 and 
designated as Class U-l-e with a 4-8-2 wheel arrangement. 

Rest and relaxation in a log cabin awaited Their Majesties when the 
Royal Train arrived in Jasper at 11:00 a.m. on June Ist. Jasper National 
Park was billed as the largest park in North America. The log cabin at 
Jasper Park Lodge was a delightful home away from home for the King 
and Queen. Upon entering the cabin Her Majesty curiously started 
poking about the cupboards, the electric warming oven and the electric 
refrigerator. From the dining room window Her Majesty caught a 
glimpse of Pyramid Mountain. Movie camera in hand the King, 
accompanied by the Queen, motored to Maligne Canyon. Needing 
exercise, the royal couple sent the car on ahead as they enjoyed the 
beauty of the park. During their walk, the sharp eye of the King caught 
a mother bear with her cub. As the King aimed his camera the young 
cub put on a comedy act by peeking around a large tree. Delighted by 
the cub’s antics, the King continued filming before the mother bear 
came back and shooed the cub up the tree to safety. Later, after lunch in 
the cabin, the Royals traveled to Mount Edith Cavell, where the King 
walked on the ice at the Glacier of the Angel. Back again at the cabin, 
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the King and Queen admired the vast amount of colour in the six 
thousand plants distributed around the grounds. The plants were grown 
especially for the Royal Tour. 

With the planned rest day, other members of the royal party and 
members of the Pilot Train took full advantage of the day off for rest 
and recreation at Jasper. One group went fishing for rainbow trout, 
arriving back with a good catch. Their catch was sent to the chef to be 
served for breakfast. On the golf links, members of the Royal and Pilot 
Trains entered into friendly competition. Experienced golfers on the 
Pilot Train, some home based in the United States, raved about the 
excellent course! Everyone, including the Royals, enjoyed the relaxed 


atmosphere at Jasper in the absence of schedules and official functions. 
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Source: Dave Shaw collection 


CN 6047 assigned to the Royal Tour. 


Back riding the varnish, the Royals regretfully left Jasper behind 
them. Their first reception on the eastward journey was Edson, Alberta, 
where several thousand people had gathered. A feature of this reception 


was the grouping of Scouts and Cubs, Girl Guides and Brownies. 
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CNR locomotive 6047 proudly brought the Royal Train into 
Edmonton on June 2nd where the masses gave the Royals one of the 
most rousing receptions of the western tour. A smart guard of honour 
was lined up on the platform and His Majesty in Royal Air Force 


uniform made the inspection. 


USeumM 


CNR locomotive 6047 arriving at Edson, Alberta, with horn. @ 
Edmonton was well prepared for Their Majesties. A two-mile drive 
on Portage Avenue without any buildings in view had been Selected: 
with bleachers set up on each side of the street. Sixty-eight thousand 
royal watchers waved and cheered as the King and Queen made two 
passes 1n the motorcade. Every ten feet a Union Jack was displayed. 


Their Majesties were very impressed! Holders of the Victoria Cross 
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A Mountie and Wolf Cubs, Edson, Alberta. 
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were presented to the King and Queen at the Provincial Legislative 
Buildings. Large crowds waited for a glimpse of the royal couple as 
they attended a Government Dinner at the MacDonald Hotel. Their 
Majesties made two appearances to the crowd, eliciting roars of 
appreciation. 

Wainwright’s population bulged to fifteen thousand when the 
Royal Train arrived on June 3rd. After the King gave the crowd a short 
speech, the Royal Train proceeded to Biggar, Saskatchewan for a 
service stop. Motorists travelling through Biggar will likely remember a 
highway sign proclaiming, “New York is big but this is Biggar!” To 
get a better view of Their Majesties, hundreds of the ten thousand 
spectators climbed aboard boxcars and sat on the roofs. A guard of 


honour was set up at Biggar. Veteran Bert Allen, from Swift Current, 
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spoke with Their Majesties. Mr. Allen indicated he was disappointed 
Their Majesties were unable to meet the citizens of Swift Current. The 
King replied, “I am very sorry to hear about this. Where is Swift 
Current?” Mr. Allen answered the King’s question only to be followed 
by another question as to what time of day was the tour in Swift 
Current? When Mr. Allen replied it was six o’clock in the morning, the 
King replied, “Somewhat early wasn’t it? But I am sorry.” Locomotive 
6047 left Biggar and steamed east toward Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. In 
a mad rush, several members of the RCMP left Biggar for Watrous to 
be ready for Their Majesties’ arrival. 

A stirring reception greeted the Royals in Saskatoon. High school 
girls formed a living Union Jack as they sang for the King and Queen. 
This so impressed Their Majesties that the King made a special request 
that the flag be formed a second time before he left the reception 
platform. Large crowds greeted the royal couple as they toured the 
University of Saskatchewan, taking special interest in the agricultural 
displays and livestock. One hundred twenty-five thousand adults and 
thirty thousand school children welcomed the royal couple. The 
Saskatoon Star Phoenix proudly reported: “...from every nook and 
corner of this far-flung Province...there will be Doukhobor youngsters, 
chubby Ukrainians, cheering Germans and freckle-faced Mennonites, 
all united under one flag, all waving one flag in symbol of their 
devotion to the Crown...” Following the tour, a day later, the paper 
reported: “Royal weather and a royal crowd greeted Canada’s King and 
Queen in Saskatoon Saturday afternoon. One hundred and fifty 
thousand persons lost their hearts to the tall square-shouldered Monarch 


and his unbelievably gracious consort.” 
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The Royal Train personnel icing the cars. 


When the engine eal 
crew of CNR 6047 | 


slowed down, braking 


gently for the yard 


limits at Watrous, 


see a crowd of 


eighteen thousand 


people on hand. Even 


CNR station dispiving Renee Se 


the small community 
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of Touchwood, which was a coaling stop for the Royal Train, had a 
turn-out of over five thousand schoolchildren, waving flags 
immediately across from the Royal cars. At each point, the King and 
Queen came out on the platform of their train car and waved greetings 
to their cheering audience. 


At Melville, train crews and security were alarmed at the public 


response. Ina town /[ \ 
of thirty-five oS 
hundred people, 

fifty thousand 


persons were on 
hand when the 
Royal Train came 
to a stop at 10:00 
p.m. A special 
platform was 
constructed for the 
welcoming address. 
Radio station CJGX 
Yorkton supplied 


floodlights, aimed 
at the platform. The 
King left the stand 
to mingle and shake ! 


hands with veterans |e. (ily in neath 


nearby. Saskatche- 


tesy Saskatchewan ae Board 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool elevator, Melville, Saskatchewan. 
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wan Wheat Pool’s track-side grain elevator was painted with a royal 
crown and a sign proclaiming “Welcome to Their Majesties.” When the 
royal couple returned to their train car the crowd was not satisfied. 
Police became very concerned given the expectant mood of the crowd 
wishing to see more of their King and Queen. Unbeknownst to the 
crowd, Melville was an all-night stop for the tour. How would Their 
Majesties get any rest with a jubilant crowd that refused to leave? 
Shouts of, “We want the King! We want the Queen!” reverberated 
wildly. To grant the crowd’s wish, Their Majesties appeared again on 
the open platform of Car No. | while the Royal Train slowly pulled 
away. As the crowds dispersed, calm was restored, much to the relief of 
the police. 

Without the public’s knowledge, at 2:00 a.m. the Royal and Pilot 
Trains quietly returned as they backed into the Melville rail yard under 
the cloak of secrecy. Locomotive 6047 maintained steam for heating 
the Royal Train and 6051 did likewise for the Pilot Train. However a 
third train played a role too! A Guard Train with locomotive 6052 ran 
from Watrous, arriving in Melville at 11:00 p.m. No mention was made 
of the third (guard) train in press releases. The existence of the third 
train, “Guard Passenger Extra 6052 East” came to light after reviewing 
a copy of Train Order No. 6, issued by the CNR dispatcher at 
Saskatoon. On the CPR western leg of the journey, only a Pilot and 
Royal Train were involved. Several new questions come to mind: 

1. Was the third train utilized throughout the entire eastward 
portion of the tour? 
2. Why was it necessary to have a third train? 


3. Were there fears of German sympathizers in Saskatchewan 
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necessitating additional security precautions? 

4. Were there names on the Canadian government’s “Persons of 
Interest List” that indicated certain sectors of Saskatchewan’s 
population might wish to harm Their Majesties? While this list 
still remains sealed, it may contain some answers and or renewed 
awareness not previously known. 

5. Was the third train, following the Royal Train, merely a buffer 
preventing a rear end collision by other trains with the Royal 
Train? This is unlixely as train orders provided for the stringent 


restriction of movement by all other trains when the Royal and 


Pilot Trains passed through Railway Divisions. 


Source: Book, Their Majesties Visit (0 Manitoba 
The Royal Train leaves Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. 
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Unless archival records from the railways or security forces can be 
found addressing the use of a Guard Train, or mention by word of 
mouth is handed down, the answer may continue to be illusive. A 
writer’s adage comes to mind. “The writing of a book is never 
finished.” 

Melville’s jubilant Saturday night royal melee gave way to Portage 
la Prairie’s Sunday morning royal call to worship by Rev. C.W. 
Abernathy of Knox United Church. Following the service, the minister, 
in a chat with the Royals, delighted the Queen when he indicated 


having lived very close to Her Majesty’s home in Scotland. 


rn Stet tn ere 
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sit to Manitoba 


the race track. 
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While the Royal Train departs Winnipeg, crowds wave from 


On board the Royal and Pilot trains, continuing eastward, diners 
enjoyed lunch prior to their arrival in Winnipeg. Tour organizers are to 
be commended for going the “extra mile” to prevent disappointment. 
On the westward journey, veterans from the Deer Lodge hospital were 


unable to see the royal couple. For the eastward journey the veterans 
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were brought to the Winnipeg CNR rotunda where Their Majesties 
mingled with them. The Queen spoke with one blind veteran, Sergeant 
Fletcher, who had served in South Africa and World War I. Nearly 
moved to tears, the Queen held Mr. Fletcher’s hand. When the King 
came by, she passed Fletcher’s hand to him, saying, “Here is your 
King!” His Majesty then shook the blind veteran’s hand. Each veteran 
had the opportunity to meet the King and Queen in a setting that was 
highly emotional, sympathetic, yet bright and cheerful: truly a wide 
range of understandable emotions. 

Ever conscious of the itinerary, the conductor called, “All aboard!” 
and the Royal Train slowly moved out of the city and past Whittier 
Park race track where — 


thousands were gathered 


for “just one more look at 
Their Majesties.” 

During the tour 
Mackenzie King had the 
Opportunity to have many 
discussions with Their 


Majesties. Among the 


subjects they discussed 
were the pressures of 
public life, the difficulty 


of dealing with the press 


and the seemingly Asn 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technolo: yy Museum 


CNR Conductor Hemple, Royal Train conductor, 
Germany. King mentioned Winnipeg, Manitoba. 


unavoidable war with 
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Fireman Stewart (left) and Engineer Miller (right). 
Royal Train, Winnipeg, Manitoba to Redditt, Ontario. 


the caution needed with the new broadcast technology of radio. 
Mackenzie King also felt that perhaps being so close at hand for the 
tour, the King and Queen might feel uncomfortable. On the contrary, 
the Queen assured him that they both were very happy that he was 
along for the entire tour and they had expected him to accompany them 
on the tour. On one occasion, Mackenzie King was concerned the 
Queen was inadequately dressed before stepping out into the cold. He 
recommended she take her wrap but she declined. The Queen then 


pulled at her dress a bit and advised she was wearing woollies beneath. 


a 
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Source: Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre 


Red Lake students forging rapids. 


In many of the 
Royal Tour photos, 
Mackenzie King is 
often seen close at 
hand, smiling 
proudly. 

Many 
Canadians often left 


no stone unturned to 


see Their Majesties 
in 1939. On the 4th 
of June, thirty-nine girls and thirty-three boys, ages eight to sixteen 


Source: Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre 


Red Lake students arrive at Sioux Lookout via barge. 
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years, left Red Lake by boat and scow with their teachers, en route to 
Sioux Lookout. Theirs would be a 180-mile journey by water as no 
highway had yet been built connecting Red Lake to the Trans-Canada 
Highway. Encountering severe winds, the trip could have turned into 
tragedy with no life jackets aboard. The youngsters, tired but happy, 
arrived at Sioux Lookout to join eight thousand spectators. Both King 
and Queen greeted the crowd warmly. Later newspaper reporters 
interviewed the Red Lake students about their journey. Veteran mining 
man Jack Hammill presented Their Majesties a plush case containing 
several gold nuggets as a gift for Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret 
upon their return home. 

As the Pilot Train continued eastward a half hour ahead of the 


Royal Train, there was little time for relaxation. Press corps members 


CNR Royal Train locomotive 6028 with elephant ears. 
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were busy writing their stories before 
and after each stop made by the Royal 
Train. In the dark room of the Pilot 
Train hundreds of photos were 
developed and rushed by wire or air at 


the next major city that had 


commercial telegraph facilities. 


Crowds at Sudbury, Ontario were 


; more than concerned for the safety of 
Their Majesties when the royal couple 


descended a half mile into a mine. 


| Ten thousand anxious spectators 


” ee ~ 
Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


Side view of CNR nomen 6028, began to murmur in fright. But the 


crowd was relieved when the Queen 
emerged, carrying a flashlight and wearing her shiny brown miner’s 
helmet at a rakish angle. She pu her un- Dee hand into the aay 
hands of the miners = 
accompanying her and 
shook hands with them all. 

On the Royal Train, 

Their Majesties were 
briefed prior to every 
official stop. Basically they 
knew what to expect. They 


also knew the names of the 


dignitaries they would be Courtesy Canada Science and Technology ines Im 


Chef Morgan, chef to the king and queen on the 


meeting. Once each day the 
8 y Royal Train. “Soup is on!” 
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Chief Steward Notley and Chef Morgan looking over ducks. 


Royal Train was ordered stopped while the King and Queen walked 
from the rear of the train forward to the locomotive. This walk of about 
thirty minutes duration helped limber up Their Majesties. During these 
walks, Their Majesties chatted with trainmen, conductors, firemen and 
engineers. When a section man was encountered, they would stop for a 
chat and exchange a hearty handshake. This human touch was so 
characteristic of Their Majesties’ interest in “the other fellow,” which 
was always apparent throughout the tour. 

Fresh triumphs and demonstrations of enthusiasm awaited Their 


Majesties on their journey through Southwestern Ontario. CNR 6400 


= 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technoloay Museum 
y Y 


The Royal Train with the Pilot Train in the background, left. 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technok gy Museum 


Royal Train at Stratford, Ontario. 
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held the honour on the Royal Train, preceded by CNR 6401 on the 
Pilot Train. Official stops on the first day were slated for Guelph, 
Kitchener, Stratford and Windsor. With customary generosity and 
kindness, Their Majesties appreciated the devotion of their subjects 
who had travelled miles to see them. At the request of the King and 
Queen, numerous unscheduled stops and slow-downs were made so that 
tens of thousands could have the privilege of greeting their royal 
visitors. So slow was the progress of the Royal Train that Windsor was 
not reached until almost an hour behind schedule. Windsor, across the 
river from Detroit, afforded many U.S. residents the opportunity to 
cross the border and see the royal couple. The fifteen-minute stop at 
Windsor stretched out to forty-five minutes and by the time the Royal 
Train arrived in London it was almost two hours behind schedule. One 
can hardly imagine the fatigue for Their Majesties and everyone 
working the two trains. For the first day of this portion of the tour, 
Their Majesties spent half of it standing on the open platform of Car 
No. 1 ensuring crowds would not be disappointed. How tempting it 
would have been for most of us in their situation to lie down for a nap 
before the next official stop on the itinerary. 

Leaving London, the Royal Train steamed onward to Niagara Falls 
and the United States. The familiar tide of cheering humanity surged 
about the Royal Train as it made brief stops at Ingersoll, Woodstock 
and Brantford, Ontario. Then the bright silver and blue coaches, drawn 
by CNR Locomotive 6400, wound down the Copetown grade, past the 
beautiful Dundas Valley to Hamilton for an hour-and-a-half visit. At SE 
Catherines, the Royals left their train to motor to the Niagara Falls, one 


of the Seven Wonders of the World, with its vast cascade of tumbling 


water. 
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For the next four 
days, June 8 to 1 1th, 
King Edward VI and 
Queen Elizabeth left 
Canadian soil to tour in 
the United States. Their 
Majesties visited 
Washington, New York 
City and President 


Roosevelt’s home at 


Hyde Park: 


No members of the =< CoeSyeet 
RCMP proceeded to the Royal Train leaving Hamilton, Ontario. (Two Bridges.) 


United States with the royal party, except to cross the bridge at Niagara 


ER Tse \ 
a Science and Technology Museum 


to formally hand over the protection of the Royal Train to American 
authorities. 

A New York 
Central J3 Super 
Hudson (4-6-4) took 
the Royal Train 
from the 
International Bridge 
between Niagara 
Falls, Ontario and 


Niagara Falls, New 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology acaa 
Engineer F. Galbraith (left) and Fireman C. Patterson (right), York, over to 

resting, all smiles, after taking the Royal train from 
Stratford to London, Ontario. Buffalo, New York. 
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Ir y Canada Scier Saher yy Mu 
Engineer Albert Daley at the controls of the Royal Train, 
London to Niagra Falls, Ontario. 


At Buffalo, the 


Hudson was 


replaced by a pair 
of Pennsylvania 
Railroad K4 (4-6- 
2) Pacifics on both 


the Royal and Pilot 


fe ta) 88 eee, 


Trains for the 
journey to 
Baltimore, 


Maryland. Steam 


The Royal Train crossing the Niagra River. gave way to high 
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voltage at Baltimore, Maryland with PRR GG-lelectric locomotives 
taking command. In the United States, the Pilot Train gained three 
additional cars. Two U.S. Pullmans and one PRR dining car were added 
to the Pilot Train consist. 

During a reception at the British Embassy in Washington, 
Mackenzie King was pleased to present several of his long-time friends, 
Julia Grant, Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and Peter Gerry, to 
the King. The New York Times headline summed it up: “The British 
Take Washington Again!” 

While important matters of state were on the agenda with the King 


and President Roosevelt, the press was more interested in a story on the 


Source: CPR Corporate Archives 


Their Majesties at Sherbrooke, Quebec. 
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opposite end of the news spectrum. Rumours circulated that at the 
White House State dinner, hot dogs would be on the menu. This was a 
most unprecedented case of royal cuisine! The press was in a big 
predicament because they were not invited to the State Dinner; 
therefore they had no way of knowing if hot dogs were actually on the 
menu and if so, did Their Majesties actually savour the American 
staple? The press loved the storyline but didn’t dare use it unless it 
could be verified. One anecdote suggested the Queen delicately 
attempted with knife and fork to eat the first hot dog she had ever seen. 
Noticing the dilemma, the President leaned over and said, “Just push it 
straight into your mouth, Ma’am.” Without doubt upon first hearing 
this remark, members of the “Royal Firm” and devout royal watchers 
may, to this day, still be undergoing costly therapy. 

The Royal Train departed Washington with GG-1 electric power 
leading the way. His Majesty took a cab ride in the GG-1 and was very 
impressed with its rapid acceleration to track speed. 

At Jamesburg, New Jersey, locomotive power was changed to 
Pennsylvania Railroad steam. Doubleheader K4 Pacitics brought the 
Royal Tour to Redbank, New Jersey. From Redbank, Their Majesties 
motored to Fort Hancock, boarded a ship and sailed to New York City. 

In the meantime, the Royal Train, without the Royals on board, 
proceeded to Union, New Jersey where a GG-1 electric replaced the 
steam-powered K4’s for the next leg to New York Penn Station. New 
Haven Railroad GG-1s took the trains to Mott Haven Yard, New York 
and handed them over to New York Central, where Super Hudson J3s 
took both trains to the Poughkeepsie New York Yard and then to Hyde 
Park, New York. 
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Their Majesties attended the World’s Fair in New York, delighting 
audiences who were, for the first time, enormously pleased to have 
actually seen a king and queen. Crowds were especially charmed with 
the 5' 2" Queen. Their verdict was, “She’s mighty purty.” A White 
House policeman said, “She sure does dress well.” 

The press was also charmed by the Queen. One journalist travelling 
with the tour said, “Give her a crowd and she mows ‘em down.” 

Mrs. Roosevelt told reporters the Queen seemed greatly interested 
in social welfare. “I find it astonishing in one so young.” 

At the New York World’s Fair, the royal couple sat in a miniature 
train that was to carry them from building to building. For several 
minutes the train sat motionless as onlookers stared. The King became 
impatient, frowned and said, “Get started.” The Queen caught the 
impatient note in her husband’s voice and laughed at the crowd, as if 
she were enjoying a joke he had just told. The moment of tension 
passed. 

For the final segments of the U.S. tour, the Royals boarded the 
Royal Train at Hyde Park where the New York Central whisked them 
to Troy, New York for a Delaware and Hudson Railroad connection. 
The Royal and Pilot Trains steamed north along the scenic Lake 
Champlain route to Canada, with Delaware and Hudson Pacifics (4-6-2) 
providing the power. At Rouses Point, New York, two U.S. Pullmans 
were removed from the Pilot Train. 

The Delaware and Hudson locomotives concluded the U.S. tour 
when they arrived in Delson, Quebec with the Royal and Pilot Trains. 
The name Delson is a contraction from DELaware and HudSON. 


CP 2850 and 2851 were on hand to continue the Canadian portion 
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of the Royal Tour from Delson to Sherbrooke, Quebec. 

CP 2850 and 2851 had worked their way back from Vancouver on 
Train Number 4. At Sherbrooke, Quebec, the two trains traveled on the 
Canadian Pacific subsidiary Quebec Central Railway. Steam power for 
the run into Joffre, Quebec were CP G2 light (4-6-2) Pacifics, 2625 and 
2658 on the Royal Train and 2609 and 2629 on the Pilot Train. At 
Joffre, Quebec, a connection was made with the CNR Mountain class 
locomotives 6028 and 6030 which were assigned as the tour continued 
eastward. Leaving Levis, Quebec, helper locomotives 5253 and 5252 
were assigned to assist the two trains up the grade to St. Charles. 

Back in Canada, the first public appearance was at Riviere du 
Loup, Quebec. A veteran took off his beret exposing a silver plate 
substituting for his forehead. He had been wounded by shrapnel at 
Vimy Ridge. The Queen was anxious to know if it still hurt. Jim 
Thomas, the 56 year old veteran replied, “My head sometimes aches.” 
The Royal Train then proceeded to Newcastle, New Brunswick, where 
it arrived early in the morning of June 13th From here Their Majesties 
motored to Fredericton and then boarded a special train for Saint John. 
Track conditions did not permit the use of the heavier Royal and Pilot 
Trains on this portion of the journey. This train consisted of a drawing- 
room car and four day coaches. 

In the meantime, the Royal and Pilot Trains were moved over 
Canadian National lines to Moncton and then to Saint John to take 
Their Majesties to Cape Tormentine en route to Prince Edward Island. 
The Royal Couple then boarded the destroyer Skeena for 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and thereafter to Pictou. In 


Charlottetown, the proceedings were held in the chambers where the 
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Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


CNR 3430 assigned to the Royal Train, Moncton, New Brunswick. 


Fathers of Confederation met in 1864. From Pictou, the Royal party 
motored to New Glasgow where the Royal Train again picked them up 
and bore them to Halifax, their final Canadian destination. CNR 
locomotive 6028, a class U-1-b Mountain type led the Royal Train in 
the Maritimes while CN 6036 headed the Pilot Train. 

The Royal Tour was quickly coming to a close as Their Majesties 
stepped off Car No. | at Halifax, Nova Scotia, where a crowd of sixty 
thousand proud Canadians cheered their arrival. 

The movement of the royal party in the Maritimes was one of the 
most difficult of the entire tour due to the breaking of the journey at so 
many points. As the tour was drawing to a close, Their Majesties were 
becoming very tired. Bob Davidson, a porter on the Royal Train, told a 


reporter, the Queen, “is a charming lady and so young in her ways. The 
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CNR 6028 leaves St. John, New Brunswick, with the Royal Train. The locomotive is 
exhausting wet steam from the cylinders; and note the figure clinging to the second car 
from the locomotive. 


other morning she went skipping down the railway ties just like a 
schoolgirl.” 

Numerous special passenger trains were operated in the Maritimes, 
enabling Maritimers to see Their Majesties. More than twenty thousand 
passengers were handled on excursions operated by the CNR, on 
twenty-two special trains, requiring the use of three hundred extra 
passenger cars. Proudly the railway could boast that not a single person 


was injured on any of these special trains. 
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In Halifax at a farewell dinner, the King and Queen each delivered 


an address of thanks. Mackenzie King and Governor General 


Sg OSS ee SS 
Courtesy Canada Science and Techn: ogy Museum 


Their Majesties thanking RCMP personal guards at the tour’s conclusion. 
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Tweedsmuir were in attendance to bid fond farewell to the Their 
Majesties. The Empress of Britain waited patiently for the royal couple. 
With Their Majesties aboard waving fondly, the ship ran past one end 
of the harbour, then came back the opposite way out toward the open 
sea. Escorted by two British and two Canadian destroyers as well as the 
Bluenose, the royal couple waved their final goodbyes from a bridge 
near the top of the ship. Three twin-engine aircraft flew overhead in 
tribute. As the stately liner sailed away, a writer for The Globe wrote: 


“Suddenly the world grows cold, and 


a vast emptiness sweeps upon us and 
something very human, and oh, so 
understanding, seems to have gone 


out of life, and one wonders when, if 


ever, they'll pass this humble way 


again.” 

Newfoundland would be the 
Royals’ next stop. At Holyrod, the 
King and Queen took a narrow gauge 
Newfoundland Railway Train on the 
thirty-mile ride to St. John’s. Their 


iii 


Majesties met the oldest woman in Royal Train at Monee Tourn 
Newfoundland, who, within four pevioundieng: 
months, was looking forward to celebrating her 112th birthday. 
Newfoundlanders, still British subjects, (until 1949), gave the King and 
Queen a resounding welcome! 

Later the Queen recalled, “This wonderful tour ... has given me 


memories that the passage of time will never dim.” 
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Meanwhile in Britain, Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret anxiously 
awaited their parents’ return. 

The 1939 Royal Tour had far exceeded organizers’ most optimistic 
expectations. Many Canadians today who saw the King and Queen still 
remember that 1939 day vividly. Mackenzie King, who spent so much 
time with Their Majesties, could look back confidently on a tour that 
for him was a political and personal triumph. And for Canada and 
Canadians, as we shall see next, the impact of the 1939 Royal Tour was 


long lasting. 


Chapter / 


The Tumult and the Shouting Dies 
The Captains and the Kings Depart... 


Rudyard Kipling, Recessional 


Their Majesties’ tour of Canada and the United States was a long 
seven week wait for their daughters, Elizabeth (then age thirteen) and 
Margaret (then age nine). Both children did not accompany their 
parents on the tour. Happily the family was reunited off the Isle of 
Wright when the Princesses were brought aboard ship for the remaining 
voyage to Southampton. Back home in Britain, Their Majesties were 


welcomed at a reception with everyone happy for their safe return. 


Disposition of Locomotives and Rolling Stock 


CP 2850 and 2851 returned to Montreal from Vancouver upon 
completion of their westward Royal Tour assignment. Both locomotives 
were coupled together as doubleheaders for their return trip to 
Montreal. Each locomotive performed flawlessly for the tour, which 1s 
also a tribute to the excellent preparation and servicing by CPR 
employees. While 2851 re-entered regular passenger service, 2850 
retained her royal garb for a short while as a guest at the New Y ork 


World’s Fair, where she appeared under steam four times a day in the 
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Source: One Lavallee 
CPR 2850 and 2851 doubleheading east after servicing at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan, following their Royal Tour duties, Montreal to Vancouver. 


finale of the stage presentation, “Railroads on Parade.” While at the 
famous World’s Fair, 2850 was operated by veteran Baltimore and 
Ohio engineer, Walter Evans, who was so impressed by the locomotive 


that he later wrote a letter to Canadian Pacific Railway: 


“...[ have enjoyed handling 2850 and can frankly say it 
is not only a very beautiful engine but a wonderful engine in 
every respect...sensitive to touch, responds so quickly, and 
still it seems as gentle as a lamb...as a Baltimore and Ohio 


employee, am glad to help...” 


But The World’s Fair was not the final curtain call for 2850. 
Returning to Montreal’s Angus shops, a disrobing of her royal cloak 
occurred when the gorgeous regal Hudson was repainted in its regular 


passenger service livery. One wonders what must have been on the 
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CPR 2850 at New York World’s Fair, 1939. 


minds of the painters when they were directed to perform this aesthetic 
task. However, machinations of history and glory takes second place 
when a railroad needs to show profits. 

Most railroads are businesses. They need to be profitable in order 
to survive. CP 2850 and CP 2851 became Fort William passenger 
locomotives. Their boosters proved valuable for the steep grade west of 
the Lakehead on the run to Winnipeg. H.B. Bowen applied for royal 
assent after the Royal Tour and when cordially granted, all Hudsons 
from 2820 to 2864 wore royal crowns on each side of the front running 
boards. These two Royal Hudsons, like many steam locomotives, 
steamed on up to 1960, when diesels waiting in the wings of progress 
took charge. Throughout the CPR system, most steam locomotives 


were cut up for scrap and sold to scrap dealers. 
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While the workers plied their trade with cutting torches, it was 
common to see tears of sadness streaming down their cheeks. People 
working around locomotives often formed a close bond with them. 
Only four Royal Hudson locomotives were spared the searing torch of 
steam’s final hour. These fine examples of H.B. Bowen’s creation can 


still be seen and enjoyed: 


2850 Exporail, St. Constant, Quebec 
2860 Squamish B.C. Railway Museum 


2858 Canada Science and Technology Museum, Ottawa, 
Ontario 
2839 Nethercutt Museum, Sylmar, California 


While the King and Queen fell in love with Canadians during the 
Royal Tour, they also enjoyed trains and admired the locomotives that 
carried them across Canada both west and east. When the fate of Royal 
Hudson 2860 was uncertain upon retirement from tourist service in 
2001, the Queen Mother, who first admired 2850 in 1939, sent a 
personal letter of support to pave the roadbed for 2860’s longevity. 
With the Queen’s endorsement, donations for the preservation of 2860 
became a reality. And now to this day, the preservation of 2860 has 
brought thousands joy, to not only see but also ride behind this Royal 
Hudson, actively working, transporting touring passengers. 

Many steam locomotive engineers have told me there was much 
sadness when the diesels took over. I often heard them say, “A steam 
locomotive had a soul...it was like a living thing...and when you 


operated them, they spoke back to you.” 
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CLARENCE HOUSE 
SWIA IBA 


14th November 200: 


Cm (ie 


Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother has asked me to 
write and thank you for your letter which Her Majesty 
cead witn interest. 


The Queen Mother has fond memories of her visit to 
Canada with The King in 1939 and remembers so well 
travelling by train pulled by a Royal Hudson. 

However, as I am sure you will appreciate, Queen 
Elizabeth has no jurisdiction over decisions taken by 
the Provincial Government of British Columbia but I 
nave, at Her Majesty’s command forwarded your 
corresponcence to Premier Gordon Campbell go ‘hat he 
may be away of the depth of your feelings. 


The Gueen Mother also wished me to thazk you Fer 
sending a copy of the Isle of Wight Steam Railway 
Souvenir Booklet. Her Majesty was indeed touched by 
the tribute paid to her on her 100th birthday last 
year. 


la 


Private Secretary tc 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 


Brian Deegan, Esq. 


Letter from the Queen Mum's private secretary to the West Coast Railway Association. 
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When I learned in 1997 that CP 2850 was stored in the museum at 
St. Constant, Quebec, I knew that a Mecca was mandatory. My gut 
instinct told me, however, I better telephone and check before booking 
my flight. Soon I was chatting with a young university student, Hugo 
Tremblay, who was in charge of operations during the summer. When I 
told him of my love for the Royal Hudsons and the research project 
regarding the Royal Tour, he was receptive. But there was one problem. 
Hugo advised me that CP 2850 was not on display and was only 
brought out once a year for public display. My heart sank and he 
certainly was aware of my disappointment. In his polite Francophone 
accent he said, “I'll tell you what...if you come here, ask for me at the 
front desk and I will personally show you 2850.” I was so excited, I 
hardly slept after hearing his offer. When I arrived at the St. Constant 
Museum, now named Exporail, | asked for Hugo. With an umbrella in 
hand, my new-found friend took me on a guided tour of the rain 
dampened grounds where many fine examples of locomotives, both 
steam and diesel, were displayed. An hour went by and I could hardly 
constrain myself from asking Hugo when we would be seeing Royal 
Hudson 2850. We approached a massive metal building. In moments 
we were walking in a quiet, dimly lit, line of steam locomotives. Hugo 
said nothing. Perhaps he was wondering if I would recognize the 
locomotive I had journeyed to see. Suddenly I caught a glimpse of the 
familiar smooth nose panel and recessed light of Hudson 2850. She 
stood silent but her mammoth size projected an aura of power, mixed 
with grace and beauty. Soon we climbed the aluminum hand rails, the 
same hand rails Engineer Leclerc climbed fifty-eight years previously 


to commence the Royal Tour. Sliding onto the engineer’s seat, my 
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mind flooded with visions of the excitement, the sounds and the 
significance of this locomotive and Canadian history. Her cab smelled 
pleasantly of stale smoke and lubricating oil. Hugo playfully climbed 
on the roof and soon was ringing the bell. The locomotive was coming 
to life! Two adults enjoyed being kids again, in a moment that to this 
day is still frozen in my mind. While over the years I have been in 
many diesel and steam locomotive cabs and have also operated both 
types, never have I experienced such a feeling of mystical wonder! The 
feeling is somewhat similar to entering an empty room yet aware 
someone was previously present in the room. Their presence can still be 
felt. In the cab of 2850 I felt a historical moment was still lingering, 
not wishing to vanish in the annuls of time. I also felt the presence of 
people from the past who had been in the cab when 2850 performed her 
royal duties. I didn’t share those mystic feelings with Hugo but shared 
openly my joy at seeing, touching and sitting in both the engineer’s and 
fireman’s seat of the locomotive. Many people are aware of the Meccas 
they need to make. These Meccas give us resolution. To this day I have 
never regretted making the journey to St. Constant and meeting CP 
2850, Majesty of the rails. Thank you H.B. Bowen and thank you Hugo 
Tremblay. 

Royal Hudson 2850 is now on proud permanent display at 
Exporail, a monumental legacy of Canadian pride and accomplishment. 

My next stop was the Canada Science and Technology Museum in 
Ottawa. After having seen CP 2850, there was no way I was returning 
to my western prairie home without seeing CNR 6400, the streamlined 
locomotive that was often used on the eastern portion of the Royal 
Tour. Of the several CNR locomotives utilized for the tour, CNR 6400 
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wd 


Source: CP Book, Hudsons—Dave Shaw collection 


CP 2850 on turntable. 


is the only survivor. She stood proudly in the museum with steps 
leading to the cab for a good look at the interior. Those same mystical 
historical feelings came back again as I peered with awe at the beauty 
of her clean lines. And to this day she still stands on display under 
cover from the elements, with floodlights exposing her as she basks 
again in the limelight of her prominent role uniting Her Majesty’s loyal 
subjects. 

With the Royal Tour completed in 1939, one might reasonably 
wonder what happened to the various cars on the Pilot and Royal 
Trains. The Pilot train cars retained the colour schemes of both 
contributing railways; therefore, they did not require repainting. These 
cars went back into regular service with their respective railways. CPR 
Baggage-dormitory car # 4489 (Car No. 4) ended up at the Cranbrook 
B.C. Railway Museum after spending high visibility time at Expo ’86 
in Montreal. This is the only surviving car of its types@ RE Gar Grand 
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Pre” is also at the Cranbrook Railway Museum and slated for 
restoration to its original 1939 semblance. In 2009, the exterior is slated 
to be painted in the royal blue scheme of the 1939 tour. Cars No. | and 
2, the Governor General’s cars on the 1939 Royal Train are on display 
at Exporail. One of the Royal Train cars, Wentworth, has been 
refurbished and 1s transporting passengers on the Royal Canadian 
Pacific tour train. In honour of the sixtieth anniversary of its Royal 
Train service, this car was renamed Royal Wentworth in 1999. The 
balance of the cars on the Royal Train were repainted in their original 
colours and went back into service on assignments they previously 
occupied prior to the Royal Tour. 

Aside from security, the Royal Tour was costly. Transportation (all 
forms) was estimated at $350,000, including $10,000 to General Motors 
of Canada for the use of two custom-built McLaughlin-Buick sedans. 
There were four cars in all, two from General Motors, and one each 
from Ford and Chrysler. Speeches made by the King cost $50,000; 
Rideau Hall expenses were estimated at $13,000, including $3,175 for 
the garden party as well as a $1,000 dress allowance for Lady 
Tweedsmuir. The Trooping of the Colour cost upwards of $20,000 and 
the unveiling of the War Memorial approximately $5,000. Many would 


agree the tour’s positive impact far outweighed the costs. 


Post Tour Nuances 
Numerous mementos and artifacts surfaced from the Royal Tour. 
Plates, cups, saucers, ash trays, banners, stamps, stamped Royal Train Post 


Office letters, coins and medallions are still prized by collectors today. 
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Fifty years after the Royal Tour, a pilfered crystal liquer glass 
resurfaced. The glass used by the Queen in 1939 at the Hotel 
Vancouver was swiftly taken by a waiter to his sister-in-law who was 
staying at the hotel. She remarked the glass hadn’t even been washed 
because her brother-in-law took the glass directly to her 
room rather than to the hotel’s 
kitchen. 


Source: Author 


ae t 
ir pennan 
4939, souven 
Royal Tour, 


T. Eatons of Canada had miniature ial 7 
Operating trains built in a 1:5 scale with a 3 
replica CNR 6400 locomotive pulling the 


trains. Named the Toyland Express, one | 


miniature train was exhibited at the New 
York World’s Fair. Owner Timothy 


Eaton had a great love for Christmas, so 


Source: Author 


he had these trains placed in flagship 1939 Royal Tour, souvenir ashtray. 
stores in Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg. The trains would carry 
youngsters visiting Eaton’s Toyland, where the train took them through 
a magical festive setting, surrounded by toys. The miniature train can 
still be viewed at Exporail near Montreal, where it can rekindle many 


memories of Christmases past. 
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Source: Intemet 


A letter sent from the Royal Train post office. 


After cutting its teeth in broadcasting with its significant 
involvement in the Royal Tour, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
saw an important opportunity surface when war was declared and 
fighting broke out in Europe. Using portable recording equipment, CBC 
teams in armoured 
vans sent first-hand 
reports back to 
Canada. Anxious 
listeners were eager 
to receive news of 
Canadians in battle. 
Close to the battle, 
recording the action, 


correspondents were 


exposed to nerve 


, : Courtesy ( ida Science and Te = logy Museum 
wracking peril. Their Working model of CNR 6400 built for the T. Eaton Co. 
efforts won them the by workers of the CN Point St. Charles Shops, 
Montreal, Quebec. 
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most prestigious award, the 1943 Ohio Award for news coverage. 
Canadian institutions like the CBC were coming to the fore, in part 
from the sense of duty and hope generated by the 1939 Royal Tour. 
Individuals and institutions had a renewed sense of optimism, 
confidence and a willingness to blaze new trails in the Canadian and 
World Mosaic. 

While 1939 brought about major changes, some well established 


institutions did not survive or were altered drastically. Factory 


Pepin eee 


Source: VCR Trains 


CPR 2850 in 1:48 scale. 


processes were modified and modernized with the demands of World 
War I]. Provinces once being primarily agrarian saw a steady increase 
in city populations, which has to this day its modern advantages but 
serious social ills of overcrowding, poverty and crime. 

Canadian railways made the fast transition from steam to diesel 


motive power in 1960. The entire railway landscape was affected by 
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this transition, leaving many jobs redundant while at the same time 
creating new opportunities in the technological aspects of Centralized 
Traffic Control (CTC), hot box detectors and computerization. In 
Montreal, sadly, the Point St. Charles shops, where the Royal Train was 
assembled, no longer exist. A fire in the fall of 2008 destroyed the 
building, which at the time was no longer occupied by CN. 

But Crown Royal, the smooth blend of whiskey served on the 
Royal Train, continues to lift the spirits of kings, queens, politicians, 
preachers, teachers, poets, policewomen, electricians, home makers 


and...the list goes on. 


Mackenzie King 


Upon the Royal Tour’s conclusion, His Majesty sent the Prime 
Minister a letter of appreciation. Copies of the letter were sent to the 
presidents of both the CNR and CPR. Mackenzie King was pleased 
with the terrific success of the tour, which met the nation’s goals along 
with his personal political agenda, better ensuring re-election when the 
Prime Minister next went to the polls in 1940. 

Unlike World War I, when Canada automatically went to war as 
soon as Britain joined, King asserted Canadian autonomy by waiting 
until September 10, 1939, a full week after Britain’s declaration to join 
World War II. While Mackenzie King’s decision was acceptable in 
terms of Canadian autonomy, the decision opened wider the doors of 
his sinking popularity with the majority of Canadians. Ina 1942 


national plebiscite on the conscription issue, King’s political 
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manoeuvring was evident in his famous quip, “...conscription if 
necessary but not necessarily conscription.” French Canadians voted 
overwhelmingly against conscription while the majority of English 
Canadians supported it. King was extremely unpopular among 
Canadian servicemen and women during the war. His appearances at 
Canadian Army installations in Britain and later in Europe was greeted 
with boos and catcalls. When the Prime Minister was defeated after the 
war in his own Prince Albert, Saskatchewan riding, a sign was placed 
outside the town limits, reading, “This Town Liberated by the Canadian 
AIiay.4 

Adding to the Prime Minister’s unpopularity was the Liberal 
government’s internment decision of twenty-two thousand Japanese- 
Canadian residents who were given twenty-four hours to pack and be 
shipped out of B.C. To this day resentment still exists. Failing to listen, 
King went ahead with this plan, even though the RCMP and Canadian 
Military had told the Government that most Japanese citizens were law- 
abiding and not a threat. The Japanese-Canadians had their property 
and belongings confiscated and sold at public auction. Only after 
King’s government fell several years later were these interns allowed 
back to coastal areas. The fatal mistake made by all levels of 
governments 1s not listening closely to feedback by advisors and the 
general public. History can be a good teacher if we listen and learn 
from the mistakes of the past. 

In 1939, Prime Minister Mackenzie King dropped the ball when 
Jewish refugees were attempting to escape the holocaust of Nazi 
Germany. Canada, along with Cuba, the United States and Great 


Britain, refused to allow nine hundred Jewish refugees asylum. There 
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was an outcry in the press, leading one historian to quip that King, “had 
a weather vane where most people had a heart.” 

King was not charismatic and did not have a large personal 
following but he did have power. However, as World War II progressed 
he was sidelined by U.S. President Roosevelt and Britain’s Prime 
Minister Churchill. Only eight out of one hundred Canadians selected 
King as a person they admired in a Gallop poll in 1946. King, however, 
did help form the United Nations in 1945. In 1948, Mackenzie King 
retired after twenty-two years as prime minister, having served six 
terms, the most of any Canadian Prime Minister. While many of King’s 
decisions were unpopular, in fairness he set the stage for social 
economic reform in Canada, leading the way to a better social safety 
net for Canadians. His decision for a Royal Tour, however, was 
brilliant and highly successful! Many political experts realized that 
King’s lack of charisma or media-savvy would have cut short his length 
of power during the age of television, which was ushered in not long 
after his retirement. On July 22, 1950, Mackenzie King died with his 


plans to write his memoirs unfulfilled. 


King George V1 


During the Blitz of World War II, the King and Queen refused to 
leave London, even though Buckingham Palace was bombed nine 
times. Canada offered the royal family refuge but they refused. Truly, 
the royal family shared a sense of common danger with the nation. The 


King’s own brother George, Duke of Kent was killed in action. The 


202 Royalty Rides the Rails 


royal family adhered 
to wartime rationing 
restrictions. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, in her 
1942 stay at 


Buckingham Palace, 
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commented on the 
rationed food served 
and the limited bath 
water that was 
permitted. His 
Majesty had a close- 
working relationship 
with Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill 


= . 
Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board during the war. 
King George VI 


However it 1s 
unlikely the King took any strategic role in the war as U.S. President 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill were the key players. Most of 
the King’s frequent letters to Roosevelt during the war were left mostly 
unanswered. Failing health plagued his Majesty with the stressors of 
war. On March 12, 1949, the King had an operation to remove a 
thrombosis on his right leg. Two years later he had the whole of his left 
lung removed after being diagnosed with lung cancer. On February 6, 
1952, the King, fifty-six years of age, died from a coronary thrombosis 
in his sleep at Sandringham House, also the place of his birth. He was 


succeeded by his daughter, Queen Elizabeth II. 
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Queen Elizabeth 


Following the Canadian Royal Tour, the Queen and King were 
assured that Canadian confidence in the monarchy had been restored, 
following the troubling abdication of the King’s brother, Edward VIII. 
Reflecting on the success of the Canadian tour the Queen said, “...that 
tour made us.” Within a few months, Britain was at war with Germany. 
This conflict would forge a bond between the monarchy and their 
subjects as the royal couple were a noticeable presence when death and 


destruction reigned down from the sky. Queen Elizabeth emerged with 


a new role — the a 
Queen of the Blitz. 
When Their 


Majesties’ 


Buckingham Palace 
was bombed, the 
Queen remarked, 
“I’m glad we’ve been 
bombed. It makes me 
feel I can look the 
East End in the face.” 
On the death of 
her beloved husband 


“Bertie” she became 


known as Her 
Majesty Queen Courtesy Saskatchewan Archives Board 
Elizabeth The Queen Queen Elizabeth’s wedding portrait. 


et 
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Mother. Devastated by the King’s death, she moved to Scotland but 
was persuaded by Winston Churchill to break retirement and resume 
her public duties. She soon became just as busy with royal functions as 
her daughter the Queen. Beloved by the masses, the Queen Mother, 
known for her personal and public charm, was by far the most popular 
member of the British Royal Family. The Queen Mother had invented a 
new role for herself as an energetic representative of what Prince Philip 
called the “family firm.” She often attended one hundred functions a 
year. After 1939, The Queen Mum visited Canada numerous times, 
having fallen in love with Canada and its people during the 1939 Royal 
Tour. In contrast to Queen Mary, who never smiled, The Queen Mum 
always smiled. 

Some additional anecdotes of this charming royal are amusing and 
bring out the wit and charm of the wonderful woman! The Queen Mum 
was known at times for her gentle teasing. She was very close to her 
daughter, Queen Elizabeth. They exchanged phone calls on a daily 
basis. On one occasion the Queen Mum was lunching with her daughter 
Queen Elizabeth at Clarence House. Queen Elizabeth decided to have 
an extra glass of wine, which for the Queen was highly unusual. The 
Queen Mother questioned her daughter’s decision. “Is that wise? You 
know you have to reign all afternoon!” 

On a trip to South Africa with her daughter Princess Margaret, the 
Queen Mother thanked her host after visiting an exhibition. The host 
bowed deeply as the door to their touring vehicle was closed and pulled 
away. As the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret waved to the 
cheering crowds, the host was seen walking after the car. The Queen 


Mother commented on the host seeing them off so kindly and as the 
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tour car sped up, the host started running. Both royals feared the host 
might have a heart attack, running, waving and looking frustrated in the 
hot sun. Finally the cavalcade came to an abrupt stop when someone 
realized the host had his tie caught in the door of the vehicle! 

The Queen Mother lay claim to another title. She was the first and 
oldest member of the British Royal family to circumnavigate the world 
by air. She seldom suffered from jet lag, which amazed many officials 
and staff. 

Visiting with Chelsea seniors, she was asked 1f she wanted to sit 
down and rest for a while. Her reply: “Oh no! I am quite fresh thank 
you but I feel for those poor, dear, old gentlemen.” Their average age 
was seventy-five and she was over ninety! 

Newspapers around the globe sported headlines when the Queen 
Mother made a surprise visit to a pub, nearing the end of a busy day’s 
itinerary. She instructed her chauffeur to stop outside a popular Stepney 
establishment and marched inside surrounded by her entourage. 
Everyone, including the manager, did a double take when the saloon 
doors burst open revealing the familiar figure of Her Royal Highness, 
The Queen Mother. After the landlord recovered his wits, he offered 
The Queen Mum a glass of champagne. With her famous smile she 
declined and replied, “No thank you. Might I have a pint of bitter 
please?” 

On the dance floor, the President of the Union at the University of 
London had the honour of leading the Queen Mother in the first waltz. 
The poor young man had two left feet and nervously stepped on Her 


Majesty’s feet on several occasions. In typical fashion the Queen 
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Mother put him at ease by saying, “Don’t worry, Mr. President, you 
haven’t knocked off my tiara yet.” 

Accompanied by gay writer and wit Sir Noel Coward at a gala, she 
mounted a staircase lined with guards. Noticing Coward’s glance at the 
soldiers Elizabeth murmured to him: “I wouldn’t if I were you Noel; 
they count them before they put them out.” Years later in the 1970s a 
Conservative Minister advised the Queen Mother Elizabeth not to 
employ homosexuals. The Queen’s quick reply was that without them, 
“we'd have to go self-service.” On the fate of a gift of champagne 
(twenty bottles), even if her family didn’t come for the holidays, she 
said, “I'll polish it off myself!” 

The Queen Mother’s love for horses was life long. She owned 
several race horses and followed their racing progress with great 
interest. She also loved dogs and in her Scotland Castle the dogs were 
always close at hand. She was often seen sitting in a circle with her 
beloved corgis. The Queen Mum would give each corgi a Good Boy 
Choc-Drop in turn. “One for you and one for you and one for Vou 
and after completing the circle would pop one in her own mouth, 
adding, “And one for me!” 

In her later years the Queen Mother became known for her 
longevity. Numerous celebrations were held for her one hundredth 
birthday. At one of The Queen Mother’s birthday celebrations, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury accidentally attempted to drink her glass of 
wine. Her quick admonition of, “That’s mine!” amused everyone. 

On March 30th, 2002 at 3:15 p.m. the Queen Mother died 
peacefully in her sleep at the Royal Lodge in Windsor. Her SUurVIVINg 
daughter, Queen Elizabeth II, was at her bedside. At 101 years of age, 


The Tumult and the Shouting Dies 207 


The Queen Mother was the longest living member of the Royal Family 
in British history. More than a million people filled the area around 
Westminster Abbey and along the twenty-three mile procession for the 
Queen Mother’s funeral on April 9th, 2002. She was a symbol of 
stability, a humanizing influence in the monarchy, and to this day is 


still sorely missed. 


EPILOGUE 


Pride in country, love of country and devotion to the monarchy was 
reborn with Their Majesties’ visit to Canada in 1939. 

“TI believe in Canada, with pride in her past, belief in her present 
and faith in her future.” Vincent Massey, first Canadian-born Governor 
General. 

Never before or after the Royal Tour of 1939 have Canadians 
rallied and immersed themselves in an event of such magnitude that to 
this date has no equal. 

The tour gave their Majesties the acceptance they were needing. 
Prime Minister McKenzie King could not bring Canada into World 
War II without the patriotic support of Canadians. The 1939 Royal 
Tour was the venue Mackenzie King skilfully planned to bring 
Canadians onside as war clouds loomed and it also ensured his political 
acceptance by Canadian voters. 

In every aspect, the Royal Tour of 1939 was an unquestionable 
success. Canada’s two major railroads, the Canadian National and 


Canadian Pacific, carried out their responsibilities with safety and 
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HALIFAX, N. 3., 


15th June, 1939 


/ (pies iy SDR 


The Queen and I have travelled several thousands of 
Miles, by land and by water, since we arrived in Canada. Our 
long journey has now been accomplished successfully, and with a 
regard for our comfort and for the demands of our time-table 
that calls for the highest praise. I know very well that this 
result oould not have been achieved without an elaborate 
organisation and the loyal and efficient co-operation of all 
connected with the great transportation systems of Canada. 

On the railroads,and at sea, we have had the opportunity 
of meeting and talking with many of those who, in one capacity or 
another, were concerned with our journey; there are many others, 
however, with whom we have not been thus brought in contact. 

I should be much obliged if you would make it known how 
grateful we are to all those engaged in this important department 
of Canada's national life for the great service that they have 


rendered to us. 


22 
ale 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM L. MACKENZIE KING, 
Chan Wales 5 JNGsI0) 


—- 


Courtesy Canada Science and Technology Museum 


A letter to the Prime Minister from King George VI. 
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Ottawa, June 22, 1939 


S. J. Hungerford, Esq., 
President, 
Canadian National HKailways, 
Montreal, Quebec. 


My dear Mr. Hungerford: 


I have pleasure in enclosing four photographs 
of a letter addressed to me by His Majesty the King in 
respect of the loyal and efficient co-operation of all 
connected with the transportation systems of Canada 
during the recent Royal Visit. 


You will observe that this letter is dated 
at Halifax, June the 15th, the day upon which Their 
Majesties sailed from Canada. 


I trust you will convey His Majesty's message 
to the many officers and employees of the Canadian 
National Railways, who contributed so much to the Royal 
Visit to Canada, and add, if you will, the cordial con- 
gratulations and warm thanks of myself and my colleagues 
for the consistent courtesy and efficiency with which 
their many and difficult duties were performed. 


As I feel quite sure that the people through- 
out Canada will be interested in His Majesty's tribute 
to the Canadian transportation systems, I am arranging 
that the text of His Majesty's communication to me in 
this respect be given to the press for publication in 
tomorrow's newspapers. 


With kind regards, 


i am, 


Yours sincerely, 


A letter from Mackenzie King to the president of the CNR. 
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precision. Tribute to Their Majesties and the role of railways in Canada 
was Clearly evident in a release by a Canadian Transportation 
publication. 

“...When the trip across Canada and return is completed Their 
Majesties will realize, we believe, that the railways constitute the 
backbone of Canada, that the pioneering enterprise of the railways has 
made possible the development of Canada to the present state and that 
the initiative, resourcefulness and efficiency of Canadian railroading 
have done much to advance the cause of Empire...” 

Their Majesties were in good hands under the watchful eyes of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, railway police, provincial police, 
municipal police and veterans assigned special guard duty. Most 
anticipated negative situations never surfaced during the tour even 
though procedures were in place if any aspect of the tour might run into 
difficulties. 

On the Royal and Pilot Trains not a single case of indigestion was 
reported, which speaks well of the high standards that were set and 
maintained. The press lost no time keeping Canadians and the world 
informed as the tour progressed. Everyone responsible, including 
planners, organizers, painters, cleaners, section workers, agents, 
operators, dispatchers and food handlers just to mention a few, stepped 
up to the plate. They were proud of their involvement. Canadians were 
proud and patriotic as the King and Queen royaled Canada as they 
toured from west to east and return. National patriotism with that 
intensity has not been seen since the 1939 Royal Tour. 

And now we return to Fred Jones, who was introduced at the 


beginning of this book. Fred’s wish to become a railroader came true 
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when he was hired on 
as a brakeman, 
eventually retiring as 
a conductor. Winnie, 
his wite, stayed 
steadfast and 
encouraging 


throughout the rest of 


their years. 
Fred and Winnie 


were honoured guests 


at a dinner theatre 


Will Nelson in a conductor’s uniform at a Pasqua, 
Saskatchewan, dinner theatre, 


The play, “Royalty Royalty Rides the Rails, 1996. 


presentation in 1996. 


Rides the Rails” (for dinner theatre) focused on Their Majesties’ visit to 
the prairies. After the performance the following poem was read and 


presented to Fred and Winnie Jones. 
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FRED AND WINNIE’S PUPPY 


Fred Jones was a farmer, with his wife Winnie May, 
The thirties were discouraging, cattle in need of hay. 


With bills to pay and mouths to feed, ne’er a nickel or dime, 
His old female collie, whelped a litter of nine. 


Milk was scarce, the cow was dry, good times were a dream, 
The mother collie, weakened now, with one pup left to wean. 


Fred and Winnie kept the pup, a pup they couldn’t afford, 
Grasshoppers, dust and poverty, “Help us please oh Lord!” 


This was the cry of a couple, who barely could go on, 
This was the life of a puppy, whose star had never shone. 


And with life’s bleakest moments, little left to share, 
This couple and their puppy, kept hanging on in there. 


Thirty-nine, the threat of war, rain on sun parched soil, 
Machinery broken, fences down, tractor out of oil. 


A ray of sunshine in their lives, a royal tour coming, 
Sent Fred and Winnie with their collie, to the station running. 


Platform packed with people, puppy unable to see, 
A smiling royal couple, Queen with high-spirited glee! 


Stepping down from royal coach, the wind Caught her hat, 
The Queen in jovial humour said, “That’s the end of that!” 


But collie puppy herded cows, a hat looked fun to chase, 
She ran full tilt down right-of-way, grabbing at the lace. 


And gently mouthing the narrow brim, returning to the crowd, 
Collie puppy, hat in mouth, approached the Queen head bowed. 


People cheered this canine hero, having saved the day, 
The Queen delighted with her hat, patting puppy to repay. 


And then she met Fred and Winnie, reaching out her hand, 
This moment proud for a couple, nearly beaten by the land. 


Larry Shaak 
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Front view of CPR 2850 with Royal Coat of Arms 
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The king and queen waving from Car No. 1. 


Mini-Gallery 


King and queen stepping 
out of Car No. 1. 


King and queen on the rear platform 
of Car No. 1. 
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Source: The Saskatchewan Archives Board 


Source: Archives Canada 


King George VI about to shake hands Their Majesties with the Prime Minister, 
with bandaged fingers. Banff, Alberta. 


Source: Internet Source: Internet 


Their Majesties arriving in Ottawa. Queen speaking with a WWI veteran. 


Paw 


The three 6400 series locomotives 
assigned to Royal Train/Pilot Train. 


Railway workers cleaning a locomotive with steam. 
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Crowds swarming Car No. 1. 
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